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RAIL LINK PUN 
WINS SUPPORT 


Report by Jonny Drury _ 

PLANS for the reopening of a 
direct rail link between Welsh¬ 
pool and Gobowen have won 
the support of campaigners 
and councillors. 

The route was closed in the 1960s 
but Powys County Councillor Elwyn 
Vaughan has called for a study to be 
commissioned to look at the possibility 
of bringing the line back into service. 

He said: “It would ease the pressure on the 
roads towards Oswestry and on to Wrexham. 

“It would enable easy access for students to 
access the education facilities and university at 
Wrexham and it would assist those that travel 
regularly to Gobowen hospital from Powys and 
provide easy access to Wrexham Maelor Hospi¬ 
tal. 

“The study should be done either by Welsh 
Government or as part of the 
Mid Wales Growth Deal. 

“Welsh Government are al¬ 
ready funding a similar study 
for the line between Aberyst¬ 
wyth and Carmarthen and 
we have seen other lines re¬ 
opened recently in Scotland.” 

Welshpool Mayor Steve 
Kaye said the reopening of 
the line would be an ambi- 
Steve Kaye tious move, but would benefit 
the area. 

He said: “It would bring big benefits to the 
area and would mean a bigger station at Welsh¬ 
pool. 

“It would be a big project. 

“However, we would welcome it and it would 
provide benefits.” 

Roger Date, from Oswestry’s rail restoration 
organisation Cambrian Heritage Railways, said 
groups within the Welsh Government were keen 
on the idea around 10 years ago. 

He added: “It has been mentioned before and 
a lot of the line is still clear down to the Butt- 
ington Cross. 

“Many of the stations have gone and there are 
houses and a business on a part of the line but it 
would be a boost for the area. 

“However, it would be a big project that would 
cost a lot.” 

The line took in stations such as Llanymy- 
nech and Four Crosses and at one point had a 
route to Llanfyllin. 

Passenger services between Whitchurch, 
Oswestry and Welshpool and on the Llanfyllin 
branch were withdrawn in 1965. 

Passenger services between Oswestry and 
Gobowen continued until 1966 with freight ser¬ 
vices continuing to run until 1971. 



Sun-sational fun for all at annual attractions 



These youngsters were selling fruit at The Marches fun day to raise funds for the school and Hope House Children’s Hospice. Photo: Jamie Ricketts. 

WE might be in a middle of a summer heat- innovative way of raising funds for the school on throughout the summer no matter the 
wave but that doesn’t mean the show does not and Hope House Children’s Hospice, which is weather and that includes this week’s Llan- 
go on for a whole host of community events. based at Morda near Oswestry, by selling fruit gollen International Musical Eisteddfod near 
Hundreds of people braved the blistering at the family fun day. Oswestry, 

heat to enjoy a family fun day at The Marches Plenty of attractions were also available at Alfie Boe sang at the Eisteddfod on Tuesday 
School in Oswestry on Saturday. a fun day in Chirk near Oswestry on Satur- while the legendary Van Morrison is due to 

A whole host of activities and attractions day while people of all ages got involved in a take to the Eisteddfod stage tomorrow (Fri- 
were on offer including zorbing, nerf wars and Colour Run at the British Ironwork Centre at day). The Kaiser Chiefs will perform in the 
a climbing wall as well as various stalls. Aston at the weekend too. town on Sunday. 

Enterprising students also came up with an The sizzling sensational fun will carry • Family - See Page 12 


EDUCATION 

NIP asks minister 
for more funding 
for specialist college 

JUST 20 students have had their plac¬ 
es fully confirmed at Derwen College in 
Gobowen as an MP called for the govern¬ 
ment to inject cash into it. 

The specialist college has been in the 
spotlight recently with a number of staff 
being made redundant as students strug¬ 
gled to gain grant funding to attend. 

North Shropshire MP Owen Paterson 
met the Children’s Minister Nadhim Za- 
hawi last week to discuss what could be 
done and has urged the minister to pump 
money into specialist colleges. He said the 
number of pupils have dropped at Derwen 
College. Only around 20 students have so 
far got confirmed places for next year. 

Mr Paterson said: “It is a unique and 
transformative place, making a massive 
difference to the lives of young people and 
their families. 

“At one time these young people would 
simply have been abandoned on benefits 
and left without hope of leading fulfilled 
lives. 

“I urged the minister to make the case 
in government for investment in specialist 
colleges like the Derwen.” 

Mr Paterson said the minister had 
agreed to come to the college to see its 
work for himself. 

• Column - See Page 6 


CRIME 

Murder trial over 
death of tourist 

A 35-year-old man is to stand trial charged 
with the murder of Welshpool man Charlie 
Birch in Cyprus. 

The man appeared before a court in 
Cyprus on Monday where a trial date of 
August 3 was set. He is also charged with 
attempted murder. A 23-year-old woman 
arrested with the man has been released 
without charge. 

Mr Birch, 39, was killed in a suspected 
hit and run in Paphos on June 24. 

• Held - See Page 3 




OMESTYLE 

DECOR 


Bathrooms - Tiles - Flooring - Interiors 


NEW SHOWROOM OPEN 


Unit 15, Maesbury Road, Oswestry, Shrewsbury SY10 8HA 

TEL: 01691 680232 | bathrooms@:homestyledecor.co.uk 



Please s< ; page 13 
for further details 
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Closed meeting held to 
discuss football club deal 


Report by Sue Austin _ 

SHROPSHIRE Council has held a 
behind closed doors meeting to 
look at how it dealt with a legacy 
grant given to a football club. 

Seven years after The New Saints 
Football Club, from Oswestry, re¬ 
ceived £80,000 to build new seating at 
its Park Hall ground to host Europe¬ 
an games, it has to date paid £10,000 
back. 

Earlier this year following an investiga¬ 
tion by the unitary authority Shropshire 
Council decided that the Welsh Premier 
champions should return the money. 

On Thursday last week the council’s 
audit committee met in private session to 
look at the way in which the grant was 
handed out. Gareth Proffitt, for the council, 
confirmed the authority had considered the 
way the grant was awarded but would not 
comment on the detail of the discussions. 

He said: “Shropshire Council’s internal 
auditors have carried out a review of the 
grant award to TNS in May 2012 as part 
of the Market Towns Revitalisation Pro¬ 
gramme. 

“Their report was considered by Shrop¬ 
shire Council’s audit committee in private 
session. 

“This is standard practice for such re¬ 
ports.” 

When the £80,000 was awarded in 2011 
the agreement was that the club could be 
asked to pay back the money under certain 
conditions in the form of agreed grants 
from January 2013, to the Oswestry Joint 
Economic Board, which would identify pro¬ 
jects in the town. 

However the board folded soon after the 
agreement was made. 

Following the meeting on Thursday the 
council said that the auditors’ report would 
remain confidential “because individual 
persons can be identified, and to protect the 
integrity of any potential litigation”. 

Ian Williams, from The New Saints, said 
the club had not been made aware of the 
meeting. 

Previously he stressed that the football 
club had abided by the rules. 



First turf dug for £1.45m theatre project 


Pictured are Laura Holden, daughter of Bill and Julie Holroyd, Jonathan Forster, students and members of Face2Face drama group 

BUILDING work is under way for a £1.45 
million community theatre for Shropshire. 


The first turf was dug for the building in 
the grounds of Moreton Hall School, near 
Oswestry, at the weekend. 

As well as a venue for professional the¬ 
atre productions and performances and 
workshops from the Moreton Hall drama 
department, the 240-seat theatre will be 
used by community groups, amateur drama 


societies and arts organisations. It will also 
be used by primary and secondary state 
schools which will have access to the facil¬ 
ities. 

Moreton’s Face2Face Performance Acad¬ 
emy is also keen to expand its growing pro¬ 
gramme of drama, dance and music theatre 

Bill and Julie Holroyd, the founding pa¬ 
trons, who have backed the theatre from 
the beginning, said they want it to be a 


place for people to come together, partici¬ 
pate in and enjoy all that the arts have to 
offer. 

Principal Jonathan Forster said: “Crea¬ 
tivity has an important role in education. 
The inspiration and power of the arts play 
a vital role in enabling our children and 
young people to enhance their creative tal¬ 
ent and develop their artistic skills.” 

The theatre is expected to open next year. 



WORRIED ABOUT 
*3 FUNERAL COSTS? 


A prepaid funeral plan is a caring, sensible and cost effective way 
to save your family the financial and emotional burden of organising 
your funeral and ensuring your wishes are carried out. 

In association with Ecclesiastical Planning Services we offer a 
flexible funeral plan tailored to suit your requirements. 

You decide the plan contents, no predetermined packages 
Costings based on local cost - not national averages 
Guarantee the Funeral Directors Costs 
Pay in full or instalments (Terms & Conditions apply) 

01691 653116 

for a no obligation brochure and to find out more, 

www.daviddaviesandsons.co.uk 

David Davies & Sons 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

ESTABLISHED 1840 

1 Upper Church Street, Oswestry, SY11 2AA 
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The Large Model Association will 
be celebrating 100 years of the 
RAF at Cosford 





Large Model Air Show 7 & 8 July 2018 

largemodelassociation.com/events 


flCf? 


Model flying at its finest Catering & trade stands 
Plus... Park and ride to the RAF Museum 

Admission Prices (Gates open at 8:30 am) 

Day Adults £10 on gate 

Children under 16 go free (when accompanied by an adult) 

For full terms and conditions see website. All other enquiries please ring: 07927 784528 

RAF Museum Cosford, Shifnal, Shropshire, TF11 8UP 
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Expert dive 
team find 
boys in 
Thai cave 

TWO heroic expert divers from South 
and Mid Wales Cave Rescue Team 
have led the way in finding 12 boys 
and their football coach trapped in a 
flooded Thailand cave. 

The group have been trapped in the 
cave for 10 days. 

Global experts John Volanthen and 
Richard Stanton, who are part of the 
Mid and South Wales team, and Rob¬ 
ert Harper were flown out to take part 
in the rescue operation. 

They were sent because they are 
said to be the best in the job, and they 
discovered the group on Monday after 
a three-hour operation. 

Vice chairman of the British Cave 
Rescue Council, Bill Whitehouse, said 
the pair were ready and able and as 
soon as they landed they got to work 
to find the boys. 

The boys were discovered by the di¬ 
vers on Monday. 

However because of the conditions 
they will need to learn to dive or wait 
months for flooding to recede before 
they get out. 

They may need to have food sent in 
four at least four months, according to 
the Thailand military, who are trying 
to install power and telephone lines 
inside the cave to let the boys speak 
to their parents. 

The British divers had said to have 
been involving in a number of diving 
operations before, and this one is set 
to be the most difficult to date. 

Police called to 
wheelchair fall 

EMERGENCY services were called in 
Welshpool after someone fell out of a 
wheelchair into the road. 

Dyfed-Powys Police and the Welsh 
Ambulance Service were called to the 
scene at around 1.40pm on Tuesday. 

It happened on Church Street, near 
the crossroads in the centre of the 
town. A member of the public alerted 
the police. 


Murder trial to be held 
over death of tourist 

Students show investment skills 



At the presentation were, back, from left, teacher Hayley Smith, rotary’s David Davies, HSBC’s Shirley Rodgers 
and St Martins teacher John Holmes, and, front, Jamie Jones, Cai Williams, Charleigh Penrose and Rhys Evans 


Report by Jonny Drury 

A 35-year-old man is to stand 
trial charged with the murder of 
Welshpool man Charlie Birch in 
Cyprus. 

The man appeared before a court in 
Cyprus on Monday where a trial date of 
August 3 was set. He is also charged with 
attempted murder. 

A 23-year-old woman arrested with the 
man has been released without charge. 

Mr Birch, 39, was killed in a suspected 
hit and run incident in Paphos on June 24. 

The suspect allegedly deliberately hit 
two British tourists with his car leading to 
the death of Mr Birch and the injury of his 
32-year-old brother-in-law Will Pritchard. 
The suspect claims it was an accident. 

Mr Birch’s body has now been returned 
to the UK where his family are making 
funeral arrangements. The arrests were 
made after a car was reported to have 
crashed into Avios Georghios Harbour, 
where a woman had to be rescued and a 
man swam away. 

In Welshpool, the town council has con¬ 
firmed a grass area next to the tourist in¬ 
formation centre can be used for people to 
leave tributes. 

A fundraising page has been set up to 
raise funds for the daughters of Mr Birch. 

There has been an out pouring of emo¬ 
tion in Welshpool as locals mourn and pay 
their respects to Mr Birch who was well 
known within the community. 

It has prompted a Just Giving page to be 
launched by Shauni Mansell, who called 
on people do donate money to go towards 
his daughters Chloe and Millie, who could 
spend it on whatever they wish. 

A target of £1,000 was set and within just 
two days it was reached. 

On the page, Shauni wrote: “We’ve hit 
our first target so I upped it but please feel 
free to keep going, the more we raise the 
more Charlie’s girls receive. 

“Anyone who knew Charlie knows how 
much his girls meant to him, he was a 
fantastic father who tried to give them 
everything they wanted and take them 
places.” 


THE Rotary Club of Oswestry’s 
annual investment competition 
attracted nine teams from three 
schools this year. 

HSBC Oswestry’s senior cus¬ 
tomer services officer Sean Makin 
invigilated the students’ efforts to 
turn their notional investment of 
£10,000 into a profit over six months 
with only one change of investment 
allowed per month. 

For the second year running, 
the winning school was St Mar¬ 


tins whose EPJC Team showed 
Oswestry School and Moreton Hall 
a clean pair of heels with a notional 
profit of £7,248. 

The winning team of Rhys Evans, 
Cai Williams, Charleigh Penrose 
and Jamie Jones were congratu¬ 
lated on their success at a recent ro¬ 
tary meeting when they were each 
presented with a cheque for £25 
by president David Davies and an 
HSBC goody bag by Shirley Rodg¬ 
ers, deputising for Sean Makin. 


David Davies also presented a 
cheque for £100 to their teacher 
Hayley Smith who accepted the 
funding on behalf of St Martins 
School. 

Mr Davies said: “Having met both 
of St Martins’ winning teams, it is 
clear that these young students had 
clearly understood and identified 
with the challenge and gained very 
useful experience from taking part 
and this is, of course, the real objec¬ 
tive of the competition.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Man seriously 
injured in fall 

A MAN was airlifted to hospital after 
he suffered serious injuries in a fall on 
an industrial estate in Chirk. 

It is believed the man, who was 
airlifted to a major trauma centre, 
fell from a roof on the Canal Wood in¬ 
dustrial estate. The alarm was raised 
just before 8am on Sunday, with the 
air and land ambulances, paramedics 
and community first responder going 
to the scene. Jamie Arrowsmith from 
West Midlands Ambulance said: “The 
man fell about 15ft and suffered mul¬ 
tiple injuries. He received specialist 
trauma care at the scene before being 
airlifted to the Royal University Hos¬ 
pital in Stoke.” 

Times Gone By 
event was success 

A NUMBER of local people attended 
Gobowen Central Library and Hub 
recently as part of a Times Gone By 
event. 

Locals were encouraged to bring 
items, and many did from souvenirs 
to books, with people young and old 
attending. 

Library staff were delighted with 
the success of the event and refresh¬ 
ments were laid on the ladies from the 
WI. 

Church garden is 
set for opening 

A NEWLY refurbished willow gar¬ 
den at a church in Oswestry is to be 
officially opened this weekend, it has 
been announced. 

Christ Church in Oswestry’s Arthur 
Street will open the garden and hold a 
church open day on Saturday. 

The open day will run from 11am 
to 2pm. 

The church will be open to view dur¬ 
ing the open day. 

There will be stalls and refresh¬ 
ments available during the open day, 
organisers said. 

Oswestry Mayor Sandy Best will 
open the garden at 11am. 

A blessing will be given by the Rev. 
Jeff Hancocks. 

For more details contact the church 
secretary on (01691) 662423. 
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TRUST US TO KEEP YOU WARM 

Comfortable energy efficient electric heating with 
a service like no other, putting you in control, 
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Summer Smasher 

2 Main Courses for £14 

Early Bird Menu 
£9,95 for 2 Courses 

Available from 5:30-7:00 


Food available Monday-Sunday 

11.30 am-2.00 pm/5.30 pm-9.00 pm 

www.bradfordarmshotel.co.uk 



THE BRADFORD ARMS HOTEL 
Llanymynech, SY22 6EJ 

Tel: 01691 830582 email: catelou@tesco.net 


By A Private Collector With 
Over 40 Years Experience 

Post Cards, Medals, Coins, Stamps, Pens, Broaches 

Wrist Watches, Fob Watches, Pocket Watches 

Older Motorbikes, Old Cars, Old Tractors 

Mantle Clocks, Wall Clocks, Bracket Clocks 

Guns, Swords, Taxidermy, Military Items 

Chains, Jewellery Broken Rings 

Cast Iron Garden Furniture, Vintage Tools, Medical 

Dummies & Tools 

Enamel Signs & Advertising 

Sun Dials, Glass Marbles, Copper, Brass 

Unusual Walking Sticks, Scientific Instruments, 

Metal & Cardboard Advertising Signs, Silverware 


J. Francis Roberts & Son 

Funeral Directors EST. 1895 


• Family Run Business 

• Available 24 hours a day 7 days a week 

• Private Chapel of Rest 

• Providing Funeral Services to North 
Wales and Shropshire 
Border for 120 years P 

• Golden Charter Funeral 
Plans Available 



Tel: (01978) 810 884 

10 Crane Street, Cefn Mawr, Wrexham LL14 3AB 
www.funeralserviceswrexham.co.uk 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 


01952 244244 

ClassifiedAds 



It’s prom time soon 


Prom season is fast approaching 


THE school year is drawing to a 
close and the thoughts of many 
youngsters in the Oswestry and 
Welshpool areas are starting to con¬ 
centrate on one of the biggest events 
of the year - the school prom. 

When school’s out for students 
today they are not heading tor the 


hall in jeans and t-shirt to enjoy 
warm pop. They are putting on 
their ballgowns and black tie glam¬ 
our for a night they will hopefully 
remember for the rest of their lives. 

Planning for the big night, cer¬ 
tainly for many girls, takes place 
weeks and probably months before¬ 


hand. We would like to see your 
beautiful prom-ising princesses and 
princes. 

Share your prom experience with 
us - the dresses, the motors and the 
school pals together for perhaps one 
last time. 

Send us your pictures from these 


milestone events and we will carry 
as many as possible in the paper. 

Please email your picture with 
names of those in the snapshot as 
well as details of the school and 
where the event took place. 

They should be sent to pete.car- 
roll@shropshirestar.co.uk 


New jobs available after 
schools project announced 


Report by Jonny Drury 

MORE than 150 new jobs will be up for grabs at two new schools for 
children with autism and learning difficulties in Shropshire - includ¬ 
ing at a new project near Oswestry. 

Bryn Melyn Care, based in Telford, needs dozens of new staff to work at its new sites in 
south Shropshire and near Oswestry. 

Overton School will be opening near Ludlow and offer 15 residential places as well as 
day places for autistic children. Meanwhile The Derwen School will open in the grounds 


Knife banks set 
to be at prison 

KNIFE banks manufactured by an Oswest¬ 
ry firm will be placed in the Wrexham su¬ 
perprison. 

Bosses at HMP Berwyn have ordered 
three knife surrender banks to go outside 
the prison. 

The banks will allow for visitors to de¬ 
posit any weapons before they are searched 
by prison security staff. They are the latest 
banks to be made at the British Ironwork 
Centre as part of its Save a Life, Surrender 
your Knife campaign. The campaign has 
seen the making of the firm’s anti-violence 
Knife Angel sculpture. 

Chairman of the centre Clive Knowles 
said he hoped it would be the start of a link 
between the company and the prison. 

He said: “I have been invited to the 
prison, for a tour and to discuss how we may 
be able to help with other initiatives.” 


of Derwen College, a residential further ed¬ 
ucation college for young people with learn¬ 
ing difficulties and disabilities in Gobowen 
near Oswestry. 

Headteachers have already been re¬ 
cruited for both schools and the company is 
now planning recruitment events in Lud¬ 
low and Gobowen, HR manager Sherrie 
Kelly said. Bryn Melyn, which has its head 
office in Hadley Park East in Telford, re¬ 
cently opened a home near Shrewsbury and 
has plans to open another in Telford this 
summer. It also runs independent special 
school Smallbrook School in Harmer Hill 
and has sites in North Wales. 

The company offers residential care, ed¬ 
ucation, clinical treatment and therapy for 
people aged 10-18 with multiple and com¬ 
plex needs. 

CEO Bob Yetzes said: “These are exciting 
times for Bryn Melyn Care as we open new 
services to meet the needs of local children 
and further afield. 

“Bryn Melyn Care is a success story for 
the region and we are delighted to be mak¬ 
ing this positive contribution to the local 
economy, as well as to the children and 
young people in our care.” 


Family highlights heart risks 



Matthew Dewhirst’s family and friends at the awareness walk in London 


BEREAVED parents and campaigners, 
Chris and Sue Dewhirst, travelled to Lon¬ 
don to take part in the annual awareness 
walk organised by heart charity, Cardiac 
Risk in the Young. 

The couple, from St Martins near 
Oswestry, first became involved with CRY 
following the sudden death of their son, 
Matthew, in July 2012 from a previously 
undiagnosed heart condition. He was aged 
just 17. 

Matthew was a sporty teenager at Elles¬ 
mere College with a passion for rugby and 
his death followed a training session. 

Chris and Sue were joined on The CRY 


Heart of London Bridges Walk by close 
friend, Hazel Wakefield, together with her 
son, Charles Coppinger, a close friend of 
Matthew, who had travelled from Welling¬ 
ton, New Zealand, to support them. 

The event has raised more than £750,000 
since its launch in 2007. 

Following Matthew’s tragic death, Sue 
and Chris, together with family and friends, 
have campaigned tirelessly to raise aware¬ 
ness of young sudden cardiac death and 
CRY’s work, collecting more than £140,000. 

A free screening event will be held at 
Ellesmere College on August 25 and 26 with 
booking via testmyheart.org.uk. 



Oswestry Electrical & Plumbing Factors 


Is your kitchen looking tired and in need of a re-vamp? 



For over 15 years, OEPF Kitchens have transformed many kitchens in to beautiful, 
unrecognisable kitchens at a snip of the price, making them the rightful heart of every home. 


For more information please visit our showroom 


Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm and Saturday 9.30am -1 pm 

01691 680594 oepf-kitchens@hotmail.co.uk 

Oswestry Electrical and Plumbing Factors, Kitchens Department (OEPF Kitchens) 

Mile End Business Park, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY10 8NN 


@@OEPFKitchens fj @0swestry Electrical & Plumbing Factors - Kitchens 


www.oepf-ltd.co.uk/Kitchens.php 


BROADCAST 

VIUR BUSINESS 



1. PRE-PRODUCTION PLANNING 

2. ON-LOCATION RECORDING 

3. AUDIO PRODUCTION 

4. POST PRODUCTION 

5. VIDEO ADVERTISING 

CALL 102319730 

Source: www.mnadigital.co.uk/video-advertising MNA WSITAL 
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School application to be 
discussed by council bosses 


Report by Jonny Drury _ 

A PLANNING application for a new English medium school was due 
to be discussed this week after possible asbestos was found in the 
soil on the earmarked land. 

Powys County Council’s £12 million plan includes building a new English and 
Welsh medium school within Welshpool to replace the existing primary schools. 
Last month it was revealed an extra £3.8 million would be required, because an existing 


Some alarm over clock work 



The camouflaged masts on the clock in Welshpool 


Complaint is 
made over 
flats process 

A COUNCIL has submitted a formal com¬ 
plaint to a local authority about a “flawed” 
process used to pass a controversial devel¬ 
opment. 

Planning permission was granted for the 
construction of 17 flats on the site of Welsh¬ 
pool Social Club earlier this year. 

There was strong local opposition to the 
plans with locals saying it would blight the 
area and the town council was also against 
the construction. 

After it was granted planning permission 
by a committee the council put a £1,000 
budget aside to meet and discuss the pos¬ 
sibility of a judicial review with solicitors. 

The council has not completely ruled 
going to a judicial review but is awaiting a 
response from the county council. 

Town Clerk Robert Robinson said: “We 
have taken legal advice and are advised the 
process used was flawed. 

“So we have written to the county coun¬ 
cil and are now awaiting their response 
before the town council considers what it 
does.” 

Work has now began on the develop¬ 
ment with the former social club now de¬ 
molished. 

The social club was in financially diffi¬ 
culty for recent years. 


building on one site had been given listed 
building status and the plans needed to be 
revised. 

It was then revealed within the extra 
pot, £750,000 would need to be spent after 
it was found the land on Salop Road, where 
the English school will be built, contains 
materials and rubble dumped following the 
demolition of houses in the 1960s. 

A report was due to go before the coun¬ 
cil’s planning committee today (Thursday) 
and within the report it states it is believed 
that asbestos has been identified. 

The report states: “Appropriate inter¬ 
pretation and assessment of the asbestos 
identified at sample position TP01C will be 
required. 

“In respect of the investigation and as¬ 
sessment of the risks associated with the 
presence of asbestos containing materials, 
guidance is provided in the CIRIA publi¬ 
cation C733 ‘Asbestos in Soil and Made 
Ground: A Guide to Understanding and 
Managing Risks’ (2014).” 

A condition has been made in the plan¬ 
ning report, which is recommended for ap¬ 
proval, for a full investigation to take place 
to identify the levels of asbestos. 

The condition says: “Prior to the com¬ 
mencement of development, an inves¬ 
tigation and risk assessment, shall be 
undertaken to assess the nature and extent 
of any contamination within the applica¬ 
tion site.” 

The condition adds: “The contents of the 
contamination report shall be submitted to 
and approved in writing by the local plan¬ 
ning authority.” 

The application is for a 360 place school, 
along with a 55 place early years nursery 
with new dedicated vehicular access works, 
ancillary car parking, landscaping, recrea¬ 
tional space and associated infrastructure 
works. 


SOME Welshpool residents have react¬ 
ed with dismay after works to put phone 
masts on the town clock were revealed. 

Welshpool Town Council recently an¬ 
nounced plans to install phone masts on 
the town hall and scaffolding was put up as 
the work began. 

The council said four mobile phone masts 
were being installed which would increase 
connectivity in the area and would lead 
to thousands of pounds of revenue for the 
town. 

However, photographer Clive Potter 
posted pictures on social media of brick¬ 
work standing out where it is believed to 
be covering the phone masts. He posted 
the photographs online and Welshpool res¬ 


idents reacted, saying the work looked an 
eyesore, and asked for the work to be re¬ 
done. One resident said it looked like they 
had used disused bricks from an old build¬ 
ing site. Mayor Steve Kaye said he had been 
made aware of a minority of people who had 
made complaints about how it looked, but 
he said it would soon blend in with the town 
hall. 

He said: “I can understand they stand out 
at the moment, but they will weather and 
blend into the town hall. 

“It will be noticed at the moment by lo¬ 
cals, but people coming into the town won’t 
notice it. Also the youngsters won’t be too 
bothered because they will be getting better 
signal from it.” 
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STANDING STRAW SALES 2018 

On behalf of Goodfine Ltd/ RG & CH Mantle 

129 ACRES WINTER WHEAT STRAW (9 LOTS) 
at CLUNGUNFORD, SY7 OPX 
ON WEDNESDAY 11TH JULY 2018 AT 6:00PM 

On behalf of LTJ Mottershead & Sons 

704 ACRES WHEAT, RAPE & BARLEY STRAW 
NEENTON, GLAZELEY & THE HILLS, WV16 6UB 
ON THURSDAY 12TH JULY 2018 AT 6:00PM 

Catalogues available online or from market office 

COLLECTIVE MACHINERY SALE 

To include sale of Bulbs, Flowering Shrubs 
& Trees from Lamberts of Wisbech 
Small Tools, Workshop, Gardening & 
Horticultural Equipment, Large Farm 
Machinery, Livestock Equipment, 
Tractors, Vehicles & Quads 
SATURDAY 14TH JULY AT 10:30AM 
At Bridgnorth Livestock & Auction Centre, 
Tasley, Bridgnorth, WV16 4QR 
_ Catalogues available online _ 




Tel: 01746 762666 

www.nockdeighton.co.uk 
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WORKING 
FOR YOU 


Derwen College is a remarka¬ 
ble residential college, providing 
a variety of tailored educational 
opportunities for up to 300 stu¬ 
dents with a range of physical 
and learning disabilities as well 
as challenging behaviours. 

It is truly national in its reach, 
currently working with 47 local 
authorities across the country. 

I have had a long association 
with the college since I was first 
elected in 1997. It is a unique 
and transformative place, mak¬ 
ing a massive difference to the 
lives of young people and their 
families. Last week, I met the 
Children’s Minister, Nadhim Za- 
hawi MP, with the chief executive 
of the college, Ruth Thomas, 
principal Meryl Green and gov¬ 
ernor Mike Cowan to discuss 
some of the impacts which 
Government policy is having on 
the Derwen. Ruth outlined one 
of the negative impacts of the 
Children and Families Act 2014; 
its focus on localism means that 
local authorities are increasingly 
choosing to place students close 
to home, which has a dispropor¬ 
tionate impact on provision in 
sparsely populated rural areas 
like Shropshire. As a result, the 
college has been slowly down¬ 
sizing over the past four years 
and will have only 160 students 
from September. They have had 
an unprecedented 14 tribunal 
cases - hampering their ability to 
plan for the future and heaping 
intolerable uncertainty on to the 
students concerned - with only 
20 students fully confirmed for 
next year. In mainstream educa¬ 
tion at this stage in the academic 
year, it would be inconceivable 
for so few students not to have 
their plans for further education 
in place. Happily, the minister 
took these concerns on board, 
and agreed to visit the Derwen to 
see its fantastic work first-hand. 
In the meantime, he agreed to 
write - on behalf of the Gov¬ 
ernment - to encourage LAs to 
speed up their decision-making 
processes to alleviate the uncer¬ 
tainty which many young people 
and their families are facing. I 
urged the minister to make the 
case in Government for invest¬ 
ment in specialist colleges like 
the Derwen. They are, undoubt¬ 
edly, more expensive in the short 
term than mainstream schools 
and colleges, but our failure to 
invest would fall heavily on other 
parts of Government and, ulti¬ 
mately, on the taxpayer. 

It is vital to make sure that the 
young people and families which 
Derwen College serves are not 
left behind. 

I look forward to the minister 
seeing this for himself. 

Owen Paterson 

North Shropshire MP 


BREEZE 
ABOUT TOWN 


Interesting reading this week¬ 
end that political support is 
growing to reinstate a rail link be¬ 
tween Gobowen and Welshpool 
with money from the proposed 
Mid Wales Growth Deal - though 
I suspect Plaid Cymru’s idea will 
disappear up a siding. The line 
from Oswestry to Welshpool 
vanished into thin air when Lord 
Beeching brutally slashed the 
network back in the 60s and the 
cost of renewing any type of ser¬ 
vice would eat up all the Growth 
Deal pennies and a few more 
millions too. 

The political party is calling 
for a study to be carried out 
funded by Growth Deal cash or 
a Welsh Government handout 
and while the benefits of a direct 
rail link between Gobowen and 
Mid Wales would be enormous 
you would have to surely accept 
that the costs would be totally 
prohibitive. Personally I would 
prefer to see Growth Deal funds 
pumped into completing the 
reopening of the Montgomery 
Canal as far as Welshpool. The 
economic benefits such a move 
would bring to Welshpool would 
be huge, immediately transform¬ 
ing the town into a canal boat 
destination area and bringing 
thousands of visitors across the 
border. 

I had to check it wasn’t April 1 
when I read a story in the nation¬ 
al press that former Montgom¬ 
eryshire Liberal Democrat MP 
Lembit Opik had been elected 
Head of Parliament of a space 
kingdom - yes a space kingdom. 

Since losing one of the safest 
Lib/Dem seats in the country 
to Conservative Glyn Davies, 
Mr Opik has been on a public¬ 
ity seeking crusade which has 
swept up reality TV shows and 
every chat show on our screens 

- but this latest episode surely 
beats them all. 

Asgardia has been founded by 
a group with plans to have 150 
million people living in space, 
offering a safe haven from nu¬ 
clear war, drought or other envi¬ 
ronmental catastrophes and Mr 
Opik has been revealed as their 
ideal leader. 

He’s not the only politician to 
have his head in the clouds ei¬ 
ther. 

Conservative MP Nigel Evans, 
President of the British Parlia¬ 
mentary Space Committee, has 
been sworn into the ‘country’s’ 
147-seat Parliament too. 

With a leader who has failed 
in politics, paragliding, wrestling 
and a London mayoral election 
you get the feeling this idea could 
just turn out be just pie in the sky 

- but it will keep Mr Opik’s pic¬ 
ture in the press. I can’t believe 
I’m even writing this. 


Artist’s impression of the new centre for Shrewsbury Retiring - Severn Hospice chief executive Paul Cronin Artist’s impression of the new centre planned for Telford 

New era for hospice as 
boss hands over reins 


it's a time of change for 
the Severn Hospice as its 
boss takes retirement. 
Report by MARK ANDREWS. 

PAUL Cronin had only just tak¬ 
en up his post at Severn Hos¬ 
pice when he noticed a birthday 
cake that was being delivered 
for one of the patients. 

“I asked whose birthday it was, 
and it turned out it was for the an¬ 
niversary of having been admitted, 
it was for somebody admitted 12 
months earlier,” he says. 

Paul, who retires next month after 15 
years as chief executive, has seen a lot of 
change during his time at the helm. But 
for him, one of the most important things 
is the charity’s Hospice at Home scheme, 
which means patients no longer spend 12 
months or more on the wards. 

“When I joined in 2003, we didn’t have 
a Hospice at Home service, we just had 
this building,” he says. 

“Now people come in for short times 
before they are discharged and cared for 
in their own homes. Now we nurse more 
people in their own beds than we do in 
our wards. That is brilliant, because it is 
where people want to be.” 

The charity’s Hospice at Home service 
now looks after four out of every five pa¬ 
tients under the hospice’s care, with a 
team of nurses visiting them in their own 
home providing round-the-clock support. 

He is very proud of the way the hos¬ 
pice has been able to expand to meet the 
growing demand from the public. Last 
year, 2,100 people were referred to the 
hospice, and the county has one of the 
highest rates in the country for providing 


Heather Palin is taking over from Paul Cronin as chief executive of Severn Hospice 


hospice care at the end of people’s lives. 

“We are the only adult hospice ser¬ 
vice in Shropshire and Telford and 
Wrekin so these figures underline how 
important and how successful our strat¬ 
egy has been in providing care to people 
in the community. 

“When I first started, 450 new people 
were referred to us, last year 2,100 new 
people came to us.” 

Today the charity employs 300 full¬ 
time staff working both at the hospice 
and in the community, supported by 
1,400 volunteers. 

Paul who is 60, hands over the reigns 
to his deputy, Heather Palin, on July 
4 at a time when the hospice is about 
to see another massive transformation. 
In August the hospice is due to begin 
the process of inviting tenders for a £5 


million expansion at both its Shrews¬ 
bury and Telford sites, with the work 
expected to begin in the New Year. 

Work at the Bicton Hill site in 
Shrewsbury is expected to begin first, 
where a new building will provide a 
drop-in service for people who are being 
cared for in their own homes, as well as 
acting as a base for the staff who care 
for patients in the community. A re¬ 
vamp which will create similar features 
at the hospice’s Telford base at Apley 
Castle will follow shortly after. 

“Hospices have, for a long time been 
seen as places that would be cancer-cen¬ 
tric and focused on end-of-life care,” 
says Heather. 

“That is still important, but these 
days people come to us with a variety 
of conditions, and many may have a 


much longer prognosis. Living Well is 
a concept of care aimed at opening up 
our doors to patients with non-cancer 
conditions.” 

The new Living Well Centres at 
Shrewsbury and Telford will provide 
care and services for people with incura¬ 
ble illnesses who are able to live at home 
but come in for help and support when 
they need to. 

“People still perceive hospices to be 
scary and sad places,” says Heather. 
“The idea is people will come into an 
area that feels welcoming 

“The proposed new centres would be 
used to support people living with any 
terminal and life-limiting illnesses to 
live as full a life as possible for as long 
as possible.” 

Heather, a 56-year-old mother-of- 
three from Baschurch, has been with the 
hospice for nine years, having previously 
worked as a matron in the NHS. 

“It’s probably the first time I have re¬ 
placed somebody and thought I do not 
need to change the world,” she says. 

“Because Paul and I have worked to¬ 
gether very closely for nearly nine years, 
we have shared the vision for the organ¬ 
isation”. 

Of course, delivering that shared vi¬ 
sion will cost money. The £5 million 
investment comes on top of the £7-mil- 
lion-a-year cost of delivering the existing 
services, and there is going to need to 
be a lot of fundraising over the coming 
months. 

Paul says the hard work and gener¬ 
osity of the people in the county never 
ceases to amaze him. 

“It’s amazing that we raise that 
money every year, but somehow it al¬ 
ways happens,” he says. 

Paul, also a father-of-two who lives 
in Stanwardine, near Baschurch, says 
he plans to use his retirement to devote 
more time to voluntary work. 
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• ACCIDENT & INJURY 

• AGRICULTURE & ESTATES 
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• CLINICAL NEGLIGENCE 
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CAN EX STOP PAYING ME CHILD MAINTENANCE 
IF I MOVE IN WITH NEW PARTNER? 

Q: My ex-husband and I split up amicably and got a ‘quickie’ divorce on grounds of two years separation with consent. By mutual agreement our daughter lives 
with me and her father has always paid me maintenance for her every month, a sum agreed between us. However, I have now met someone who is planning to 
move in with me and my ex-husband says when that happens he will no longer need to pay maintenance for our daughter. Is that right? 

A: When a couple divorce and one party takes responsibility for caring for children of the marriage the other party usually pays maintenance. This can be either 
child maintenance or spousal maintenance. Generally, if the parent who lives with the child starts living with a new partner this will not affect maintenance 
payments relating to child support. In your case however, the amount of maintenance being paid to you appears to have been decided between yourselves and 
not through the Child Maintenance Service or a court. That being the case, you really need to consider an assessment being undertaken relating to the level of 
maintenance that your ex should be paying for your daughter. 

You can ask the Child Maintenance Service to calculate how much you should be receiving for the benefit of your daughter. They will take into account how 
many children you have, the income of the absent paying parent, how much time the absent parent spends with the child and whether that parent is also paying 
maintenance for other children. Child maintenance is normally payable until a child is 16 or until they are 20 if they are still in education doing A-levels, Higher 
Education or equivalent. You can find a child maintenance calculator at https://www.gov.uk/calculate-your-child-maintenance. Your situation does however 
demonstrate that there can be considerable disadvantages in divorcing couples trying to sort out financial arrangements 
themselves legal advice. 

Further information relating to this question is available from Alison Peters, a Partner with GHP Legal. For an appointment visit www. 
ghplegal.com or contact one of our offices: Oswestry 01691 659194, Chirk 01691 777949, Wrexham 01978 291456, Llangollen 01978 
860313. We offer free legal diagnostic clinics (no appointment necessary). In Oswestry, Wednesdays 12noon-3pm for Personal Injury, 

Employment & Family matters. In Wrexham, Mondays 9.30am-12noon for Employment matters, 12noon - 3pm for Personal Injury & Family 
matters. GHP Legal is authorised and regulated by the SRA 51566, and Lexcel Accredited. 








































Letters 


EU does not want to make it easy Don't ignore 

the difficult 
plight of all 
our own people 


THERE are those who are dissatisfied with 
the process to extricate ourselves from 
the failed European Union, even foolishly 
calling for a second referendum, obviously 
having caught the EU stance regarding de¬ 
mocracy in that in the eyes of the EU de¬ 
mocracy does not exist! 

The decision to leave was taken after a 
democratic vote. I too am dissatisfied with 
the length of time it is taking but at least I 
am sure I know the reasons. 


Trying to extricate ourselves from the 
EU has been made so difficult because of 
our inept politicians signing up to all these 
treaties, ostensibly without reading them in 
a rush to get onto the golf course or their 
private clubs. 

Sorry to be so brutal but MPs need to be 
accountable for the actions of each other. 
They should more so be accountable to the 
electorate who put them in office to repre¬ 
sent our wishes. 


The main reason it is taking so long, not 
just undoing all those treaties, but if the 
EU made it easy then more countries will 
rush to leave, Italy is showing disapproval 
at some of the intricacies that exist, Spain 
too is not content and I am sure that Greece 
wish that they had not joined in the first 
place, but are too much in debt to the EU 
now to get out. 

PETER HARMAN 
Tibberton 


What the village rail station once looked like 



With recent talk about the re-opening of a local rail line, we thought this week would be a good opportunity to show a photo of 
what Llynclys Railway Station once looked like. The photograph was taken looking south in the Welshpool direction with the 


Lords think they 
know better than 
the rest of the UK 

ONCE again we see that the unelected, 
pompous, overpopulated House of Lords 
tries to scupper a government bill, this 
time a Brexit one. 

They voted for an amendment to make 
ministers report on ways to keep Britain in 
the customs union, or put up another way 
to stop us trading with other countries than 
EU states. 

This is a group from failed parties like old 
school Labour and Lib Dems. 

These people are not voting for the peo¬ 
ple, they are voting for themselves and 
their own personal reasons, they obviously 
have much to lose from Brexit. It’s about 
we time we got rid of this bunch of une¬ 
lected band of fools. By keeping us in the 
customs union, they would deny us the 
right to strike trade deals with countries 
queuing up to do so, so it’s hard to fathom 
their thinking. 

This isn’t democracy, it’s a rich bunch 
telling the people ‘we know better than 
you’. 

G B DIPPER 

Leominster 


B4396 road bridge clearly shown. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Readers’ Letters, 
The Chronicle, 

14 Salop Road, 
Oswestry, SY11 2NU 


EMAIL 

iain.stjohn@ 

shropshirestar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, 
address and telephone number. The Editor reserves 
the right to condense letters. 

Build estates 
for all to enjoy 

IN 2006, the Government made a pledge 
that all new houses built in Britain by 2016 
would be carbon neutral. 

The RSPB recently worked with Bar- 
ratt Homes in Kingsbrook in Shrewsbury 
to build a wildlife-friendly new estate. The 
builders remarked that the measures added 
very little cost to the overall budget. Can I 
suggest that Shirehall meet with the RSPB 
and insist that house builders build local 
eco- and wildlife-friendly estates that we 
might all enjoy? 

DR GUY HOLMES 
Shrewsbury 


If the EU nations 
don’t want trade 
that’s up to them 

THE people of Britain voted to leave the 
EU, end of. Those that don’t like it, get over 
it, move on! Yet still people are trying to 
reverse this. 

When it comes to the general election 
can we reverse this? Maybe have the best 
of three? Of course not, a vote is a vote. 

So what now? A group of pro-EU peers 
are trying to keep us in the customs union. 
What is that, you may ask? Well, that 
means if we stay in, we can’t do deals with 
new countries. 

It’s crazy, every country in the world 
should be allowed to trade with whom they 
want, not be shackled to just some. Coun¬ 
tries like India, China, Brazil, Canada, and 
many others, are lining up to trade with us, 
once we leave the EU. Why should we have 
to turn our backs on such trade? 

If the idiots running the 27 EU states 
don’t want to do business with us after we 
leave, then that’s their funeral. They will 
lose far more than they gain. 

B ELLIS 

Leominster 


I REGULARLY tune into the media and 
read the papers yet it seems all we seem 
to be informed about of is wars/uprisings 
in different countries and how terrible the 
plights are. 

I am not against the idea of contribut¬ 
ing to help those less better off than my¬ 
self yet I think that our political elite have 
chosen to ignore the problems of its own 
people with continual brainwashing, aimed 
at making us feel guilty because we have 
managed to feed and clothe ourselves and 
other members of our family. 

Some people will attempt to claim that I 
am not acting in a very Christian or char¬ 
itable way, but we have very many fami¬ 
lies/individuals on zero hours or part-time 
incomes having to rely upon food banks to 
survive. 

I have had different jobs during my work¬ 
ing life, have never attempted to avoid pay¬ 
ing whatever tax that I owe, which is why, 
now that I am retired, I feel the need to ex¬ 
press my distaste with both the politicians 
and class system within this land. 

I fear for the future of generations to 
come, wondering if they will be able to find 
employment, what with computerisation 
and the increase of robots within our work¬ 
places, depriving many of employment. 

In the beginning of this ‘new’ comput¬ 
erised system we were told that we would 
all be working fewers hours and have more 
leisure time. 

Yet here we are after cutbacks finding 
that workloads have increased, and we 
have fewer people in full-time work, more 
people suffering from stress and other med¬ 
ical conditions, from the condition of ‘try¬ 
ing to put a quart into a pint pot’ which 
seems to be the ever-growing position for 
those who are able to find work. 

MARTIN EDDIES 

Shrewsbury 

The problems 
with plastics 

MRS May’s crackdown on plastics is not 
before time. I have been watching Blue 
Planet and seeing the cruel suffering that 
it causes to marine life. 

Plastic is not a problem surely, when it’s 
put in the bin and disposed of properly? 
Most of us sort our rubbish carefully but 
it would be good to know exactly what hap¬ 
pens to it afterwards. Those who just throw 
it away along our roadsides must be very 
callous and arrogant people. It applies too, 
to trades people who don’t take care to se¬ 
cure whatever they are carrying. 

Anyway, why does everything have to be 
wrapped twice over, it makes it so difficult 
to open without a knife? 

RON JONES 

St Martins 


David Davies & Sons 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


ESTABLISHED 1840 
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A caring, 

compassionate and 
discreet service from 
a family business 


since 1840 



1 Upper Church Street 
Oswestry • SY11 2AA 

Oswestry 01691 653116 (24 hrs) 
www.daviddaviesandsons.co.uk 


Charnwood C-Four 
Wood Burning Stove 


me vat 



Stoves Fireplaces Range Cookers Gas & Electric Fires 

v n 01691 772153 

/ jaAU 11 free delivery 

www.saxonhomecare.co.uk 

* 6000 sq ft showroom * 30 mins from Shrewsbury & Chester * Open 7 days a week 
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Oswestry Town Market 



INDOOR AND " 

OUTDOOR 

MARKET 






Experience the best that Oswestry 
Market has to offer, with over 70 
different traders, offering goods 
and services for the area. Car 
Parking nearby. 

National Market Awards 2013 - 
VOTED BEST MARKET OF THE YEAR 
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Sunday 15 th July 

11.00am until 3.00pm 

FREE ADMISSION 

AA 3* Country House Hotel with 44 ensuite bedrooms 
Civil Ceremony Licence 
2 AA Rosette Awarded Restaurant 
Outside Terrace overlooking stunning parkland, perfect 
for photography and reception drinks. 



Vailey Hotel 

Ironbridge 

★ ★★ ♦ ED 


To arrange a private viewing with a Wedding Co-ordinator please contact us. 

Buildwas Road, Ironbridge, Shropshire TF8 7DW 
Tel: 01952 432247 Email: sales@thevalleyhotel.co.uk 

www.thevalleyhotel.co.uk 



The Beautiful Black Forest 

The Black Forest, or Schwarzwald to give it its German name, is famous the 
world over. Deeply rooted in its traditional culture and possibly best known as 
the home of the cuckoo clock, the Black Forest is an area of mountains and 
forest 200 kilometres long and up to 60 kilometres wide, which borders France 
in the west and Switzerland in the south. The Enz, Nagold and Alb rivers and their 
tributaries have carved deep valleys into the densely wooded sandstone massif 
of the northern Black Forest region. 

Hotel Baeren ★★★, Oberharmersbach 

It’s beautiful setting is enhanced by the fragrant smell of fir-wood and this idyllic 
location is overlooked by the wonderful panorama of the Black Forest Mountains. 
The hotel provides every comfort for its guests and the public areas are spacious 
and welcoming and there is a lift, bar, restaurant and all bedrooms have en-suite 
bathroom and TV. 

Hotel Services include; 

/ All bedrooms have TVs / Hotel bar / Hotel Lift / Hotel Entertainment / Wi-Fi 


Your Tour Cost Includes 

• All Travel By Extended Legroom Executive Coach 

• Return short short sea crossing 

• 5 Nights 3 Course Menu with 2 Choices of Main, Fixed Starter and Dessert - 
Vegetarian Option on Request 

• 5 Nights Bed & Buffet Breakfast (Cold) in Resort 

• Welcome Local Schapps Served Before Dinner on Night of Arrival at Resort 

• Tea/coffee after dinner • BBQ (Weather Dependent) • Excursions as Detailed 

• Visit to Schaffhausen • Visit to Freiburg • Visit to Triberg 

• Overnight Hotel near Arras Outward Journey 

• Overnight Hotel near Reims Return Journey 

• Boat trip at Rhine Falls (30 min) with audio guide 

• Cruise on Lake Titisee (25 min) • Porterage at Resort Hotel 
Single room supplement £140 


8 DAYS 28th July-4th August £739 

www.owenstravel.co.uk 



^Owens 


OSWESTRY 01691 652126 
NEWTOWN 01686626576 
WHITCHURCH 01948 662361 
SHREWSBURY 01743 770001 
WREXHAM 01978330003 




* Unit 1, Mochdre Industrial Estate, 
Newtown, Powys SY164LE 


■ Cars, Vans, 4X4, Agricultural & Commercial T/res 

• Tyres to suit all budgets 
• Brakes • Servicing • Tracking 
• Shocks • Batteries • Exhausts 


•5 01686 624 862 

www.newtown-fyres.co.uk 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Comic Lloyd to 
star at festival 

A STAND-up comedian and actor has 
been announced as the act to kick 
off Llangollen Fringe Festival’s 21st 
birthday party. 

The event at the town hall on July 
19 will see a host of comedians and 
music artists take to the stage and it 
will all be kick started by comedian 
Lloyd Langford. He has appeared on 
QI, Never Mind The Buzzcocks and a 
host of radio shows and been invited 
to comedy festivals all over the world, 
including Melbourne International 
Comedy Festival, Montreal’s Just For 
Laughs Festival and the Christchurch 
Busker’s Festival. It is the biggest fes¬ 
tival to date and will include the likes 
of Eliza Carthy, The Wayward Band, 
Lee Scratch Perry, Craig Charles, 
Mark Radcliffe, Linton Kwesi John¬ 
son and many more. 

Caravan stolen 
from car park 

A CARAVAN has been stolen from a 
car park in Oswestry. 

Police say that between lam and 
3am on June 21, a white Swift Oak- 
mere Harrington tourer caravan was 
stolen from a secured car park at a 
hire shop on Maes y Clawdd, Maes- 
bury Road Industrial Estate. 

Three people with a silver VW 
Transport van were seen at the loca¬ 
tion around the time of the incident. 
Anyone with information is urged to 
ring 101 and quote police incident ref¬ 
erence 0157s 210618. 

Meanwhile, a white Vauxhall In¬ 
signia was reported stolen from a 
driveway in Heather Bank, Gobowen. 
Witnesses should quote incident refer¬ 
ence 0319s 250618. 

Police are also investigating the 
theft of a motorbike from a driveway 
in Lime Grove, Oswestry at noon on 
June 15. The machine taken was a 
multi-coloured Honda Fireblade. 


New approach to green 
spaces to go to council 


Report by Andrew Morris 

A NEW way to create open spac¬ 
es in housing developments is 
being put forward by Shropshire 
Council. 

Currently, developers wanting to 
build more than 20 homes are expect¬ 
ed, as part of their plans, to include 
a proportionately-sized space that is 
open to residents and the wider com¬ 
munity 

However, according to the council’s 
outdoor partnerships enterprise manager 
Claire Fildes, in some instances this is lead¬ 
ing to poorly-designed open spaces. 

In a bid to combat this, developers will 
now be asked to make a financial contribu¬ 
tion which the unitary authority will then 
use to develop an appropriate open space. 

Ms Fildes told a meeting of the Shrop¬ 
shire’s Great Outdoors Strategy Board: 
“Currently, these spaces tend to be land 
that would never be developed anyway and 
if we don’t deal with this we are going to be 
building a problem for the future. 

“They look okay now, but years from 
now they won’t. They have no connectiv¬ 
ity to the wider community and they aren’t 
meaningful green spaces.” 

Ms Fildes said the board was working 
with the council’s planning department 
to produce a “masterplan” which could be 
used when reviewing applications. 

Councillor Lezley Picton, portfolio holder 
for culture and leisure, added: “The biggest 
issue is if you get five developments close 
together which leads to five small patches 
of turf. This way you could create one big 
green space that can be meaningful and 
useful. It’s not rocket science but it needs 
to go into planning policy.” 


Friends help out in clean-up project 



The area around St Myllin’s Church in Llanfyllin is given a good clean-up 


A VOLUNTEER group which 
launched earlier this year in a 
bid to save a historic church has 
taken part in a major clean-up 
project. 

The Friends of St Myllin’s 
Church launched earlier this 
year to save the church in Lla¬ 
nfyllin that has suffered with 
a dwindling congregation for 
many years. 

The friends group has held a 
number of events and is plan¬ 
ning to hold more events in the 
future. 

The group got involved in a 
clean-up of the area around the 
church recently with the help of 
local volunteers. 

Richard Kretchmer, who or¬ 
ganised the clean-up, said: ‘The 
Friends of St Myllin’s are very 
grateful to everyone who helped: 
Andy Green, John Swannick, 
David Price, Glyn Evans, Myra 
Price, Lynette Kretchmer, Decia 
Blacker and my fellow trustees 
of the Friends of St Myllin’s 
namely Ruth Weston, John 
Eddy, Keith Blacker and Simon 
Baynes. 

“The benefits of this hard 
work were greatly appreciated 
on the following Saturday when 
St Myllin’s Day was held in Lla¬ 
nfyllin with stall holders and 
visitors praising the tidy church¬ 
yard.” 


Cyclist was 
saved by 
her helmet, 
family says 

AN 11-year-old girl who suffered se¬ 
rious injuries in a road accident was 
saved by her cycle helmet. 

Amey Hogan was on her way to 
school in Ruyton-XI-Towns, near 
Oswestry, when she was involved in 
a collision with a van on School Road. 
She suffered a broken skull, cheek¬ 
bone and jaw and is being treated at 
the Birmingham Children’s Hospital. 

Since the accident villagers have 
raised more than £4,400 through a 
Just Giving page to help Amey’s fam¬ 
ily ensure they can stay in Birming¬ 
ham by her side and take the financial 
pressure off. Amey’s grandmother, 
Karen Rooney, who runs Cafe Eleven 
in the village, said she couldn’t thank 
the community enough. “We knew 
Ruyton-XI-Towns was a special place 
but to do this for us is incredible,” 
she said. “My daughter, Vikki, is at 
Amey’s side and it means she cannot 
work at the moment. She is a self em¬ 
ployed beautician and the donations 
mean she doesn’t have to worry about 
not working while Amey is in hospi¬ 
tal.” Mrs Rooney said Amey had had 
surgery on her jaw. 

She said: “The surgery will put her 
back a bit and it will be a very long 
road to recovery. She is very brave. 
Although she can’t talk she has been 
giving the thumb’s up to let her mum 
know that she is ok.” 

She said that Amey had only just 
completed her bikeability course at 
the village school were she is in year 
six. “Her cycle helmet definitely saved 
her life,” she said. 

“We want people to see that every¬ 
one, children and adults, should wear 
one.” 

Anyone who wants to help the 
family can do so via: justgiving.com/ 
crowdfunding/ amey-hogan 
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Group backs 
campaign to 
improve A5 
trunk route 

AN enterprise partnership is back¬ 
ing calls for the dualling of the A5 
through Shropshire. 

North Shropshire MP Owen Pat¬ 
erson joined other Shropshire MPs 
at the launch of the Marches LEP’s 
annual report in Westminster. 

He said the constructive meeting 
saw heads of the partnership give 
their support for the A5 to become a 
dual carriageway. 

More than 5,000 people signed a 
petition led by the Shropshire Star 
asking the Government’s roads min¬ 
ister to support a scheme to dual the 
road from north of Shrewsbury to 
the Welsh border. Mr Paterson said: 
“It was good to speak to those from 
Marches LEP who are very supportive 
of the A5 dualling, A483 cross-border 
improvements and the extension to 
the London/Shrewsbury rail service 
into North Shropshire.” 

The partnership says that develop¬ 
ing the economy by delivering houses, 
training and jobs, requires an inte¬ 
grated and resilient transport net¬ 
work that is fit for purpose. 

“Our businesses require a transport 
network that quickly and reliably con¬ 
nects to major employment centres 
and markets, enables business to col¬ 
laborate/develop supply chains and 
customer base. 

“It also gives people access to a wide 
range of jobs and training opportuni¬ 
ties and is resilient to disruption,” 
vice-chairman Paul Hinkins said. 

“Our freight strategy includes rec¬ 
ommendations on how to improve 
the experience of businesses moving 
freight within and through the re¬ 
gion, whilst enhancing the quality of 
life for residents near to key freight 
corridors and reducing environmental 
impacts.” 


Birthing services may be 
closed until plan agreed 


Report by Lisa O’Brien 

BIRTHS could remain suspended 
at Shropshire’s rural midwife-led 
units until a long-term plan for 
the county’s maternity services 
is put in place. 

The proposal has been made by 
Shrewsbury and Telford Hospital NHS 
Trust (SaTH) which has launched a 
six-week public engagement exercise 
to find out the impact this would have 
on women and their families. 

It means there is a chance that births 
may never return to Bridgnorth, Oswestry 
and Ludlow midwife-led units (MLUs). 

Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin Clini¬ 
cal Commissioning Groups’ long-term pro¬ 
posals involve ending births at the rural 
MLUs. A public consultation over the plans 
is expected to take at least three months to 
begin. SaTH says that services at the rural 
MLUs have been temporarily suspended on 
safety grounds to address the ongoing oper¬ 
ational pressures within the service. 

Its proposal is for the temporary suspen¬ 
sions to continue until a new long term sus¬ 
tainable model of care can be implemented 
by Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin CCGs. 

The trust announced last month that in¬ 
patient services at the rural MLUs would 
remain temporarily suspended for the fore¬ 
seeable future. 

All three units remain open between 8am 
and 8pm for antenatal and postnatal ser¬ 
vices. SaTH’s engagement period will run 
until August 13. 

The feedback will be analysed by the 
trust’s community engagement team and 
presented to the trust board in a meeting 
on September 27. 


Golfers in charity fundraising drive 



Oily Cartwright from ‘Weapons of Grass Destruction’ collects third prize 
from Agri Advisor’s Rhodri Jones and Kate Jones from RABI 


GOLFERS took part in a charity 
day at Henlle Park Golf Club in 
Gobowen near Oswestry to raise 
£2,400 for farmers in financial 
hardship. 

The annual sporting fund¬ 
raiser has been going for 10 
years and is now firmly estab¬ 
lished on the regional golfing 
calendar. 

Twenty teams of four com¬ 
peted on the course with ‘The 
Bettws Fore’ triumphing. 

They took away away an im¬ 
pressive array of prizes that in¬ 
cluded a barbecue set, vouchers 
donated by Wynnstay and the 
RABI Shield. 

The friends from Bettws near 
Newtown narrowly saw off de¬ 
fending champions Rees Astley 
by one point, with the ‘Weapons 
of Grass Destruction’ in third 
spot. 

Competitors came from far 
and wide, including RABI sup¬ 
porters from Berkshire. 

Team ‘Davies +1’ swept the 
board in the individual compe¬ 
titions, with Sandra Davies pro¬ 
ducing the longest drive for the 
ladies and nearest the pin prizes 
going to Denise Hazlewood and 
Dai Davies. 

The golf day was organised 
by supporters of the Royal Agri¬ 
cultural Benevolent Institution 
(RABI). 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Hotel backing 
plastic campaign 

A HOTEL near Oswestry has joined 
the campaign against the use of plas¬ 
tic. 

Manager Sean Evans of the 
Sweeney Hall Hotel as taken deliv¬ 
ery of his first biodegradable straws 
to do away with the present plastic 
straws. The Sweeney Hall has joined 
the campaign to remove, recycle or 
reduce the use of plastics and straws 
are one of the biggest polluters after 
plastic bags. 

Plastic straws can stay in the 
ground for 500 years whereas The Bio 
Straw Co biodegradable straws are 
made from crushed shells as a waste 
product from other processes and 
will breakdown in about 146 days to 
become an organic fertiliser. The bio 
straws are supplied from a company 
in Chester. 

Carden centre 
helps residents 

RESIDENTS at a care home near 
Oswestry have been busy planting 
crops in their vegetable garden thanks 
to donations from a garden centre. 

The residents from Berwick house¬ 
hold at Chirk Court have created a 
vegetable section and they are look¬ 
ing forward to harvesting some tasty 
items to add to meals later in the year. 

Mandi Southern, activities coordi¬ 
nator at the home, which is managed 
by Clwyd Alyn Housing Association 
said: “Paul Bryan, manager of More- 
ton Park, the local Wyevale Garden 
Centre kindly has been really bril¬ 
liant, supporting the residents by gen¬ 
erously donating some plants for the 
initiative. Some of our residents have 
been keen gardeners for many years 
and we wanted to make sure they can 
continue their love of gardening here 
too. We’re hoping that Paul will be 
able to join us for our own harvest cel¬ 
ebrations later in the year.” 



A GIFT 


YOUR WILL 




LIVES 


* 

Gifts in Wills are vital to help fund 
our services. We’ve teamed up with 
Active Wills to provide a FREE WILL* 
to anyone leaving a gift to us. Email 

elizabeth.darlington@honeylegal.co.uk 

to claim yours today. 


* single or joint basic Will 





01691 671 671 
hopehouse.org.uk 

Registered charity: 1003859 (England & Wales) 
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4x4 

SALES SPECIALISTS 


////////////////////////////////////////////M 


1 4x4 vehicles hand picked by our specialist team 
1 Checked and inspected in our workshop 
1 All vehicles come with a 3 month warranty included 
1 Finance packages subject to status 
’ Extended warranties also available 


McDonald Automotive is an independent family owned Land Rover and 4x4 
specialist garage. We provide quality care from point of sale through to excellent 
servicing and support from our workshop facilities. Come and see us at our 
premises in Oswestry, North Shropshire to view our wide range of vehicles and 
see what we can do for you. 


CALl^NOW 01691 657705 

Unit 18, Maesbury Road, Oswestry SY10 8GA 



www.mcdonald4x4.co.uk 

sales@mcdonald4x4.co.uk 


2014 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN SG3 3.2 DI-D LWB AUTO 

SILVER 21600 MILES.£20995 

2014 LAND ROVER FREELANDER 2 2.2 SD4 DYNAMIC 
AUTO GREY 29000 MILES.£19995 

2014 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN SG3 3.2 DI-D LWB AUTO 

GREY 66000 MILES.£17495 

2015 BMW 220d MSPORT XDRIVE 2.0 190 SEMI AUTO 

BLUE 43000 MILES.£16750 

2015 FORD RANGER LIMITED 2.2 TDCi 4X4 D/CAB PICK 
UP BLUE 62500 MILES.£13995 + VAT 

2012 LAND ROVER DEFENDER 90 PICK UP 2.2TD BLUE 

101600 MILES.£13995 +VAT 

2014 ISUZU D-MAX YUKON 2.5 D/CAB PICK UP WHITE 

40100 MILES.£13550 +VAT 

2013 TOYOTA HILUX HI3 2.5 D-4D D/CAB PICK UP BLUE 

37800 MILES.£13495 + VAT 

2015 SUZUKI VITARA SZ-T DDiS 1.6 BLACK/WHITE 

35600 MILES.£10995 

2014 SUZUKI JIMNY SZ4 1.3 AUTO GREY 31000 

MILES.£10995 

2008 RANGE ROVER SPORT 2.7 TDV6 S AUTO SILVER 

82000 MILES.£10995 

2004 LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 2 ES PREMIUM 2.5 TD5 

AUTO GREY 73000 MILES.£8250 

2011 HYUNDAI ix35 PREMIUM 2.0 CRDi 134 4X4 SILVER 

75600 MILES.£8695 

2007 LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 3 2.7 TDV6 SE AUTO 

GREY 150000 MILES.£7995 

2007 NISSAN PATHFINDER AVENTURA 2.5 DCI BLACK 

111000 MILES.£7250 

2006 AUDI ALLROAD 2.5 TDi QUATTR0 AUTO ESTATE 
. SILVER 125400 MILES.£3750^ 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Market hall 
lights work 

WORK has taken place to install new 
lighting in a market hall at the cost 
of £7,500. 

Plans were put forward earlier this 
year to move the market to huts on 
a car park in Welshpool, however the 
council decided against the move. 

At the same time a counter petition 
to close the market was launched, 
however the council decided to invest 
in the market hall. The town council 
is now moving to modernise the hall, 
and work began recently to install 
new lights at the cost of £7,500. The 
town hall was recently covered in scaf¬ 
folding as work took place to install 
new Vodafone communication masts. 

Warning given 
over scam calls 

RESIDENTS in Montgomeryshire 
have been warned about a recent 
spate of scam phone calls demanding 
money. 

Sergeant Greg Lovatt has issued a 
warning on social media after reports 
of a number of people receiving ag¬ 
gressive phone calls from people de¬ 
manding money. 

He explained how people were de¬ 
manding money within an hour and 
threatening a large lawsuit if money 
wasn’t paid. He said that scammers 
were claiming to be from the HMRC. 

The officer took to Twitter to warn 
residents of the scam attempts and 
said residents had reported numer¬ 
ous aggressive telephone calls. Ser¬ 
geant Lovatt urged people to share 
the warning on social media and said 
people should hang up on the scam 
artists. 


Company is on track to 
beat its growth figure 


Report by Jonny Drury 

ONE of Europe’s largest produc¬ 
ers of wheel balance weights for 
the automotive industry is con¬ 
tinuing to build on its success by 
promoting the Powys area over¬ 
seas. 

Trax JH Ltd, which has a workforce 
of 50 based at Newtown and Welsh¬ 
pool, increased sales by 22 per cent 
last year and is on track to beat that 
growth rate in 2018. 

Eighty per cent of the company’s prod¬ 
ucts are exported to 25 countries overseas 
and half the production is supplied to Orig¬ 
inal Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs), 
primarily car companies. Major orders have 
been secured from Smart Car and Mercedes 
since the company won the Powys Business 
Award and more work is in the pipeline 
from other car manufacturers. 

Managing director Adam Watkin said: 
“We are looking to do more business with 
OEMs to grow the company further and we 
have now purchased our factory in New¬ 
town. 

“We produce 85 million parts a year and 
50 per cent of our production is supplied to 
OEMs compared to only seven per cent 12 
years ago.” 

By speaking about the company’s success 
story at a Mid Wales Manufacturing Group 
business networking meeting, Mr Watkin 
hopes to inspire other Powys businesses to 
succeed in the export market. 


Two new priests are ordained by bishop 



Rev Jeanette Wilkes with Bishop of Asaph the Rt Rev Gregory Cameron 


TWO new priests have been 
ordained in communities in 
Powys. 

The Rev Ann Chidgey and the 
Rev Jeanette Wilkes were or¬ 
dained as priests by the Bishop 
of St Asaph the Rt Rev Gregory 
Cameron. 

Ann is working in the Cede- 
wain Mission Area, in com¬ 
munities around Kerry, while 
Jeanette is based in Pool Mis¬ 
sion Area, close to Welshpool. 

Ann, a former teacher who is 
now an educational psychologist 
and works in schools in Shrop¬ 
shire, said: “T’ve been finding 
that when circumstances offer 
unforeseen challenges opportu¬ 
nities to give and receive minis¬ 
try are as likely to occur through 
chance encounters as in formal 
contexts.” 

While Jeanette and Ann were 
ordained priests, a further six 
candidates were ordained as 
deacons, the first step to becom¬ 
ing a priest in the Church in 
Wales. 

These include the youngest 
ever candidate for ordination in 
the Church in Wales. 

Dominic Cawdell from Mold is 
only 22 years old. 


Appealover 
sentence 
for attack 
dismissed 

A MAN who knocked a farmer uncon¬ 
scious in a row over allegedly stolen 
sheep deserved immediate imprison¬ 
ment, judges have ruled. 

Iwan Hedd Roberts, 20, of Llangad- 
fan, Welshpool, got 12 months deten¬ 
tion in a young offender institution at 
Mold Crown Court on March 8. 

He admitted assault occasioning ac¬ 
tual bodily harm to Samuel Griffiths, 
Judge Martyn Zeidman QC told Lon¬ 
don’s Appeal Court. 

In September last year Mr Griffiths 
and Roberts were in the Red Lion pub 
in Llanfair. 

They were asked to leave. 

Once outside, while the victim was 
looking in the opposite direction, Rob¬ 
erts “swung a huge punch” at him. 

The “powerful blow” knocked him 
to the ground and he landed heavily, 
head first, on the pavement. While he 
was unconscious, Roberts crouched 
over him and delivered at least three 
more punches to his head. 

William Hingston, for Roberts, ar¬ 
gued that his sentence “ought prop¬ 
erly to have been suspended”. He 
pointed to his previous good character 
and his remorse 

There was a realistic prospect of 
rehabilitation and the crime was 
“wholly out of character”. 

But Judge Zeidman said: “The vi¬ 
olence in this case - hitting the man 
when he was down and doing so 
several times - is so serious that ap¬ 
propriate punishment could only be 
achieved by immediate custody. 

“The sentence imposed was neither 
manifestly excessive nor wrong in 
principle and the appeal is dismissed.” 


IS YOUR CONSERVATORY 
TOO HOT IN SUMMER AND 

TOO COLD IN THE WINTER? 


A Guardian™ Roof will literally transform your conservatory 
into a comfortable, practical all year round living space... 







The conservatory you've 
always dreamed of installed 
by quality tradespeople with 
over 20 years experience. 


Installation of 
windows, doors a 
conservatories in 
uP VC, hardwood 
and aluminium. 


IjyfEADOWIflEW 

WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES 



Which? 


tr4*r /A 


Shrewsbury 
01743 368700 
Welshpool 
01938 556555 


BRONHAUL YARD. BROOK STREET, 
WELSHPOOL, POWYS SY21 7PH 

Web: www.meadowviewwindows.co.uk 




StOr39G.CO.uk 


Flexible. Accessible. Affordable. 




I Access 365 days a year fnl FREE Padlock 


Secure Access Control 


Hal 


Monitored CCTV 


> No Deposit > All units at ground level 

> Open 7 Days a week > Hard Standing for Caravans 

> 7am - 7pm access > Allocated parking spaces 



Price match guarantee with all like for 
' — likequotes. Find similar quality storage 

1 cheaper elsewhere, that we will match 
J the cheapest quote you find.* 


Store for at least 8 weeks and 
you’ll pay £0.00 for your first 
4 weeks insurance. 



BUY 

LOCAL 

SELL 

LOCAL 



Reach over 1/4 of 
a million people* 


We don’t have any hidden 
fees, expensive delivery 
charges or commission 
payments - just a great 
service, at great value for 
money enabling you to 
buy and sell locally. 

Contact us today to 
place your advert 


' 


ol 


NO 


storage.co.uk 

Flexible. Accessible. Affordable. 

oswesWy 


Now Storage Oswestry 
Bryn Y Plentyn, 
Middleton, Oswestry, 
Shropshire SY11 4LP 


01691 728 OOI 

oswestry@nowstorage.co.uk 

www.nowstorage.co.uk 


TELEPHONE 


01952 244244 


ON LINE 


www. shropshirestar 
.com/bookanad 


IN PERSON 


At your local 
Shropshire Star 
office 


ClassifiedAds 
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Hanwood, Shrewsbury, SY5 8JN 


Building homes you'll be proud to own 


Cruck ™“ adows IShow Home 

Opening Weekend 14th & 15th July 


Come in and enjoy fizz 
and canapes whilst 
we discuss your 'A 

new home! < 


Opening Hours 

Monday 10-5pm 

Thursday 10-7pm 

Friday 10-5pm 

Saturday 10-5pm 

Sunday 10-5pm 


3,4 & 5 bedroom homes 


<£>Shingler 


01939 291082 ♦ www.shinglerhomes.co.uk 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Motorcyclist In 
fatal crash named 

A MOTORCYCLIST who died follow¬ 
ing a crash in North Shropshire has 
been named. 

Peter Frank Campbell, 63, from 
Llansantffraid, near Oswestry, died 
after his motorcycle was involved in 
a collision with a car on the A495 be¬ 
tween Oswestry and Ellesmere. 

The crash tragedy by the Narrow- 
boat Inn happened on June 22 at 
about 1pm. 

An inquest into Mr Campbell’s 
death was due to be be opened on 
Tuesday this week at Shirehall in 
Shrewsbury. 

A man and women in a car involved 
in the collision suffered minor injuries 
but did not need hospital treatment. 

West Mercia Police has launched an 
appeal for witnesses. 

Anyone with information is asked 
to call 101 ext 5150 to leave a message 
for PC Mark Hobden quoting incident 
339s of 22 June. 

Ramblers are out 
and about again 

THE Welshpool Ramblers’ walk on 
Sunday will be a seven-mile circular 
one from Kerry village led by Mat¬ 
thew Prosser. 

It will lead up to the Kerry Ridge¬ 
way along country lanes with one 
short steep climb. 

All are welcome, but no dogs are 
allowed on the walk, the organisers 
have said. 

People should meet at 9am in the 
car park by the Welshpool Tourist In¬ 
formation Centre (SY21 7DD; grid ref. 
SJ 226 076), from where transport will 
normally be available. 

Those wishing to go directly to the 
starting point should meet at the 
Kerry Village Hall car park (SY16 
4NX; grid ref. SO 147 900) at 9.45am, 
organisers have said. 

For further information telephone 
(01686) 630428. 



A friendly smile from Tyler Jones Jack Thomas enjoys the attractions at the fun day at The Marches Ewan Holdsworth has a couple of cool ideas 


Fun for the family at 
annual school event 

hundreds of people turned Report by Jonny Drury 

out for a family fun day. 

The Marches School in Oswest- instruments. Dog owners were given 
ry opened its doors for a day of the chance to test their furry best 
entertainment friends in an obstacle course developed 

The annual show, sponsored by by Guide Dogs UK 
Oswestry-based Aico, included a va- Activities on the day included zorb- 
riety of stalls, live performances and in g, nerf wars and a climbing wall, 
activities. There was also a bar, pop up cafe, 

People were also given the chance P izza oven, Prosecco bar and stalls. It 
to see the RAF Red Arrows, passing followed a presentation evening held 
over the event. It also served as the a t the school on Tuesday last week, 
final for the school’s Festival of Tal- A spokeswoman for the school said: 
ent. The event, which had the theme “It was a stunning night with many 
Commonwealth, saw school pupils awards given out to richly deserving 
from all over the area showing off students. Congratulations to every 
their best skills. single student on their award, we hope 

The contest featured a number of that you enjoyed the evening as much 
children dancing, singing and playing as we did.” Joseff Dyke jumps for joy at the fun day 




Oliver Williams from Weston Rhyn has a nerf battle 



Chris Riley on the toy animal stall. Photos: Jamie Ricketts. 


.WINDOWS, DOORS. 

SHRQPSH.R 





Y No Gimmicks 

Y No Salesmen 

Y Quality Rehau Products 
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Blistering weather 
can’t stop elf Chloe 



Chloe Davies dressed up as an elf at a fun day in Chirk despite the blistering heat 


BIG crowds turned out in the blis¬ 
tering heat for an annual fun day in 
Chirk near Oswestry on Saturday. 

However it was even hotter for one 
girl who donned an elf costume to 
raise money for new Christmas lights 
in Chirk. Chloe Davies took the com¬ 
munity by storm last year turning into 
a real life ‘elf on the shelf while rais¬ 
ing money for hampers for a commu¬ 
nity hospital. 

Now she has returned to raise 


money for the new lights appeal, and 
held a big raffle at the Chirk commu¬ 
nity fun day. 

She raised £257 through the raf¬ 
fle, and her mother Helen Pember¬ 
ton said: “It was a brilliant day, the 
weather was fantastic and we raised a 
lot of money. 

“It will all go to the lights appeal 
now which we are delighted with. 

“It was an especially hot day for 
Chloe, and I was so proud of her.” 


She first became known after pos¬ 
ing in various local areas, and posting 
the pictures on Facebook. For every 
like she got 50p was donated towards 
a hamper, and in the end a number 
of food hampers were donated to the 
Chirk Community Hospital. Helen 
said they are unsure what they will do 
next but will be coming up with ideas 
soon. She added: “We are not sure 
what to do next, but we know we want 
to stay local and do some good.” 
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GRAND OPENING 


ith over 30 years’ 
experience within the 
industry we pride 
ourselves on our expertise 
and professionalism. 

Our passion for innovative designs, 
using the latest 3D technology is 
expressed beautifully in our showroom. 
From timeless classics to 21st century 
contemporary styling we offer something 
for everyone. 

We aim to bring a whole new dynamic 
to the bathroom industry. Our design 
studio, customer service, products and 
installations will be second to none. 

Our showroom consists of 26 stunning 
bathroom displays with the majority 
of our products being exclusive to 
Homestyle Decor. Along with our 


bathrooms we also boast a ceramic tile 
boutique presenting tile trends to suit all 
tastes. 

Our stock warehouse offers tiles to 
take away at factory prices along with 
an extensive range of tools, trims and 
adhesives for retail, DIY and trade 
customers. 


Together with our selection of stone, 



porcelain and ceramic tiles we offer a 
comprehensive range of wood and laminate 
flooring. 

Our tile specialist will talk you through 
all the options available to you and 
offer you samples to take away and try 
at home, or feel free to bring colour 
swatches in with you. We’re here to help 
as much as you need us. 
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Flooring - Interiors 
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“Rethink due 
on parts of car 
parking policy 


Fire bosses set aside £70k for legal challenge 
against takeover by police commissioner 


SHROPSHIRE Council is to rethink as¬ 
pects of its proposed parking strategy fol¬ 
lowing a public consultation. 

Changes are set to be made to on-street 
and car parking charges, permits and park¬ 
ing restrictions. It had been suggested that 
extra tariffs would be imposed on all of the 
car parks in Shrewsbury until 8pm. More 
than 2,500 people took part in the consul¬ 
tation earlier this year, with many raising 
concerns that any changes to parking pro¬ 
vision in the town would be detrimental for 
trade. And in light of the responses to the 
consultation, council bosses have decided 
to look again at the regulations suggested 
for Frankwell car park. 

It had been proposed that charges would 
be enforced at the car park until 8pm. 

However, this is now under review. A 
council spokesman said: “We’re currently 
reviewing the results of the Traffic Regula¬ 
tion Order consultation, and this includes a 
number of comments and objections for ex¬ 
ample proposals to extend charging hours 
to 8pm in Frankwell.” 

On-street charges were not included in 
the original consultation and are now sub¬ 
ject to a further consultation. 

The car parking strategy is set to go 
before the council’s cabinet on July 25. If 
given approval the changes will be imple¬ 
mented in September. 

Prestigious 
accreditation 
for school 

MORETON Hall School near Oswestry 
has been awarded the prestigious Head¬ 
masters’ and Headmistresses’ Conference 
(HMC) accreditation. 

Bosses say the award reinforces Moreton 
Hall’s place as one of the leading independ¬ 
ent boarding and day schools for girls in 
the UK. 

The HMC is the key association for the 
top independent schools and accreditation 
which follows a rigorous application pro¬ 
cess recognises Moreton Hall’s learning 
environment and pastoral care under the 
leadership of school principal Jonathan 
Forster. 

Now in his 26th year at the helm, Jon¬ 
athan’s tenure has seen Moreton Hall be¬ 
come a centre of excellence for the local 
community with music, drama and sports 
opportunities for all. 

The HMC accreditation also comes as 
building begins on Moreton Hall’s latest 
initiative, The Holroyd Community The¬ 
atre’ which will provide a new and vibrant 
arts space for North Shropshire and the 
Welsh borders. 

Jonathan Forster said: “I am honoured 
and delighted to be accredited as a mem¬ 
ber of HMC. This accolade is for all the 
hard work of staff both inside and outside 
the classroom who collectively ensure that 
Moreton provides the very best outcome 
for its students.” 

Moreton Hall is already a member of the 
Girls’ School Association (GSA) and will 
remain in both associations. 

Hall could be a 
bed and breakfast 

AN application has been made to turn a 
former Tudor and gothic style hall into bed 
and breakfast accommodation. 

Brynderwen Hall is a grade two listed 
building in Bwlch-y-Cibau, Llanfyllin, that 
was built in the 1870s as a gentleman’s res¬ 
idence in a mixed Tudor and gothic style. 

Now a planning application has been 
submitted to Powys County Council to 
change its use from residential to a bed and 
breakfast holiday accommodation. The ap¬ 
plication has been launched by Catherine 
Gill of Cheshire, and has recently been val¬ 
idated by the local authority. 

The hall is steeped in history and it is 
unknown at the moment how many guests 
the new bed and breakfast would accom¬ 
modate if it was granted planning permis¬ 
sion. The property was listed on property 
sites in recent years, with a price listed of 
over £370,000. 

Listed building status was put on the 
property back in 1995, and in the planning 
documents that has been submitted to 
Powys County Council, the applicant has 
stated that the bed and breakfast would 
have two part time employees. 


A FIRE authority has set aside £70,000 to fight 
the decision to allow West Mercia’s Police and 
Crime Commissioner to take over Shropshire’s 
fire service. 

Shropshire and Wrekin Fire and Rescue Au¬ 
thority is seeking a judicial review of the de¬ 
cision, which was taken in March by former 
Home Secretary Amber Rudd. 

A report by its treasurer James Walton 
shows that £70,000 has now been set aside by 
the authority for legal costs. 

The authority hopes to use the money to 
block John Campion’s takeover plans. 

Councillor Eric Carter, chairman of the fire 
authority, said the first steps to launching the 
judicial review have now been taken. 

He said: “We have submitted our judicial re- 


Report by Aimee Jones 


OLDER people who live alone in ru¬ 
ral areas are most at risk of having a 
house fire, according to Shropshire 
Fire and Rescue Service. 

New annual figures reveal that there 
were 231 fires in the county in 2017/18, 
up seven on the previous 12 months, and 
of those, 40 per cent were in homes occu¬ 
pied by elderly people living alone in rural 
areas. 

Prevention manager, Rabinder Dhami, said: 
“People living alone in rural areas have the 
highest risk of a fire breaking out in their home. 

“We do run numerous safety campaigns and 
urge families and neighbours to keep an eye out 
for the elderly. 

“See that they are okay and test their smoke 
alarm, and yours, each week. 

“It can save a life.” 

Population 

Bridgnorth had the highest number of house 
fires per population in 2017/18 with 18 re¬ 
corded. 

In Telford there was 91 house fires, in 
Shrewsbury there was 39, in Oswestry there 
was 19 and five in Newport. 

Out of the 231 Shropshire fires, 132 were in 
the kitchen, 15 in the living room and 13 in a 
bedroom. 

A total of 171 fires were first detected by a 
smoke alarm, up 31 on the previous 12 months, 
and noon to 8pm are the hours when most fires 
broke out. 

The fire service regularly carries out home 
fire safety visits for vulnerable people and 
works with councils and care agencies to help 
those in need. 

The visit includes testing smoke alarms, 
teaching how to escape a fire and how to check 
for fire hazards such as an overloaded plug 
socket, wires and clothes drying on heaters. 

Officers also regularly work with schoolchil¬ 
dren to raise awareness. 

Mr Dhami added: “One hundred per cent of 
Shropshire children know about smoke alarms 
now. 

“That is progress compared with 15 years 
ago, when many didn’t know about them.” 

Firefighters also dealt with vehicle, chimney 
and bin fires, rescued people from road colli¬ 
sions, carried out animal rescues, and a variety 
of emergencies including rescuing a small child 
accidentally locked in their home alone, the re¬ 
port says. 


PATIENTS at Shropshire’s two main hospitals 
are treated with dignity and respect, a new re¬ 
port has found. 

The 2017 Adult Inpatient Survey, produced 
by the Care Quality Commission, also found pa¬ 
tients at Royal Shrewsbury Hospital and Prin¬ 
cess Royal Hospital in Telford had confidence 
and trust in nurses treating them. 

They also felt well looked after by non-clini- 
cal staff such as cleaners, porters and catering 
staff. 

In the survey The Shrewsbury and Telford 


By Lisa O’Brien 


view claim by our barrister. We are waiting to 
hear what will happen. 

“The £70,000 is a maximum figure that has 
been agreed. 

“We do not believe the police and crime com¬ 
missioner’s case stands up. 

“We have the full support of our colleagues 
at Hereford and Worcester Fire Authority, as 
well as the backing of the public and councils.” 

Both Telford & Wrekin and Shropshire coun¬ 
cils voted to oppose the plans, which are set to 
be pushed through later this year. 

Councillor Carter said the judicial review 
would not affect the day-to-day workings of the 


A VOLUNTEER at a swimming club for peo¬ 
ple with disabilities tackled the recent red hot 
weekend heat to complete the three peaks 
challenge in 24 hours. 

Jo Kemp, who gives up her time to help at 
the club which meets at the Oswestry Ortho¬ 
paedic Hospital’s League of Friends pool, has 
raised over £800 from her challenge. 

She took on Ben Nevis in around fours and 
50 minutes, before tackling Scafell Pike. 


Hospital NHS Trust (SaTH), which runs RSH 
and PRH, scored 9/10 or more in 11 of the 62 
questions posed to patients. 

The trust scored 8/10 or more in over half 
of the questions. There were four questions in 
which SaTH’s score was judged to be statisti¬ 
cally significantly worse than in 2016. 

In one question, about ward cleanliness, 
the trust still scored more than 9/10, while in 
another, relating to the purpose of medicines 
which the patient was being sent home with, 
SaTH scored 8/10. 


Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service, or any col¬ 
laboration with police. 

Shropshire and Wrekin Fire and Rescue Au¬ 
thority says the proposal put forward by Mr 
Campion used misleading information, particu¬ 
larly in regard to cost-saving claims. 

The fire authority also claims Ms Rudd was 
wrong to say an independent assessment of Mr 
Campion’s business case had found the pro¬ 
posed takeover would not affect public safety. 

Leaders say an independent report identi¬ 
fied three potential public safety issues and Ms 
Rudd should have considered three key issues 
in Mr Campion’s original business case sepa¬ 
rately rather than as a single issue. 

Mr Campion has argued that if he takes 
over the role of the fire authority, it will im- 


She then finished off the gruelling challenge 
in the baking Welsh heat on Snowdon. 

Jo was delighted and proud to complete the 
challenge, however admitted it was one of the 
toughest things she has done. 

She said: “It was a hugely tough thing to do, 
especially in the heat. 

“There were a group of about 40 of us and 
it was a gruelling test but one I am happy I 
have done it. 


SaTH was rated as performing worse than 
most other trusts, relating to discussions about 
whether the patient would need further health 
or social care services after leaving hospital, 
scoring 7.5/10. 

Deirdre Fowler, director of nursing, mid¬ 
wifery and quality at SaTH, said: “We are 
delighted the latest survey of our inpatients 
shows people who entrust their care to us feel 
we treat them with dignity and respect and 
have confidence in our medical and nursing 
staff. 


prove efficiency and cut costs. He added: “I am 
committed to ensuring that when Shropshire’s 
taxpayers contribute money to be spent on po¬ 
licing, as much of that money as possible actu¬ 
ally goes on the frontline police services that we 
all value and need the most. 

“The fire authority in Shropshire has made 
the choice to commit significant public money 
for these matters. Our communities in Shrop¬ 
shire will have their own views as to whether 
their money is being well spent.” 

Currently fire and rescue services are over¬ 
seen by authorities made up of councillors from 
across the region. 

The government has said it wants to see a 
more joined-up approach in the way police and 
fire services work together. 


“I would do it again, maybe not straight 
away but I would have a go at it again. 

“I had climbed them all individually but not 
back to back.” 

She is now hoping her fundraising total can 
creep towards the £1,000 mark. 

She added: “I made about £500 before 
the event at a day we had at The Fox Inn in 
Oswestry, and in total it will be about £800 but 
it would be nice to get to the £1,000 mark.” 


“I am also absolutely delighted that almost 
everyone who responded said they felt well 
looked after by our non-clinical staff. 

“This is a new question that patients were 
asked for the first time in this survey and it 
reflects our belief that good healthcare is the 
responsibility of everybody who works at our 
trust. Whilst we never want to see our score 
fall in any category, it is important to note that 
in two of the four areas where this happened, 
our score came down from a very good score 
and that in both we still scored 8/10 or better.” 


Elderly in rural areas most 
at risk of having house fires 


Fundraiser Jo takes on tough peaks challenge 



Jo Kemp, right, pictured with The Fox Inn licensee Amanda Evans, hopes to raise £1,000 through her fundraising challenge 


Patients treated with dignity and respect, report finds 

















Rail franchise 'offers hydrogen power opportunities' 


THE new Wales and Border rail franchise is a 
chance to introduce clean hydrogen powered 
trains, according to Plaid Cymru. 

Mid and West Wales AM Simon Thomas has 
made the call after commissioning research on 
the potential to develop hydrogen transport in 
Wales. 

The system is currently being trialled on 
trains in Germany and the Welsh Government 
said it would support hydrogen technology. 

A report by Guto Owen, a consultant on 
developing renewable energy and low-carbon 


technology projects, said the Welsh Govern¬ 
ment has a track record in awareness of hydro¬ 
gen for transport. 

It suggested that a planned automotive in¬ 
novation park in Ebbw Vale, Blaenau Gwent, 
could nurture and develop ongoing support for 
the development of hydrogen vehicles. 

It also put forward the idea that water in the 
Elan Valley reservoir system in Powys could be 
used for the production of hydrogen. 

One firm, Riversimple based in Llandrindod 
Wells, has been developing a Welsh hydro¬ 


gen-fuelled car with £2m in Welsh Government 
funding. The contract for Wales and Borders 
was given to KeolisAmey, who promised new 
trains and services, and Mr Thomas believes 
the way forward could be with hydrogen trains. 

He said: “Wales can once again be a place of 
innovators by establishing a dedicated team 
from our universities and councils to secure 
the funding for the local production and supply 
of hydrogen. 

“The Welsh Government could use the op¬ 
portunities provided by the new rail franchise 


and proposed Metros for the introduction of 
hydrogen trains and buses in Wales to ensure 
the air we breathe is non-polluting and fresh.” 

The Welsh Government has said it has been 
proactive in supporting hydrogen technology in 
Wales and is keen to explore the idea. A spokes¬ 
man said: “Our £5 billion investment in a new 
rail service for Wales includes a major com¬ 
mitment to decarbonisation, electric traction, 
and rolling stock replacement, and the use of 
electricity sourced from 100 per cent renewable 
sources.” 



Paula Irving, Antony Tiernan and Pip-Page Davies with the awards 


TWO members of staff at Oswestry Ortho¬ 
paedic Hospital have been hailed as stand¬ 
out stars by the NHS Confederation. 

Pip Page-Davies, staff nurse, and Paula 
Irving, patient admission coordinator, were 
named among healthcare’s Top 70 Stars. 

The Top 70 Stars initiative celebrates the 
staff within healthcare that have gone the 
extra mile for patients, services and local 
communities over the last seven decades. 

NHS Confederation, a membership body 
who bring together organisations that plan, 
commission and provide NHS services, 
launched the awards as part of the NHS’s 
70th birthday celebrations. 

A total of 238 nominations were submit¬ 
ted, which then went to public vote to pro¬ 
duce the top 70. 

Antony Tiernan, director of engagement 
and communications at NHS England, who 
is also leading on NHS70 celebration plans, 
announced the Top 70 at an NHS7Tea 
party at NHS Confederation’s annual con¬ 
ference, Confedl8. Two other members of 
hospital staff were also nominated in the 


awards - Rebecca Warren, Midland Cen¬ 
tre for Spinal Injuries ward manager, and 
Kate Betts, rehabilitation technician. Pip, 
who works on the specialist oncology ward 
at the hospital, said: “I am absolutely de¬ 
lighted to have been named as a Top 70 
Standout Star. 

“I’d like to say a huge thank you for my 
nomination and also to everyone who voted 
for me. 

“I love my job; I’m very privileged to 
meet the people I do and to work with a 
great team. I’m very proud to be a nurse.” 

Paula said: “I was so overwhelmed to 
make the list and have my role recognised, 
both in RJAH and nationally.” 

Mark Brandreth, chief executive, said: 
“It’s always brilliant to see RJAH staff 
nominated and shortlisted in national 
awards - it really reiterates how extraordi¬ 
nary the people are that work here.” 

“I’d like to say huge congratulations to 
both Pip and Paula for being named as Top 
70 stars and also to Rebecca and Kate for 
being nominated.” 


Closure order 
for property 
over drug ring 


PEOPLE will be banned from entering 
a house used as part of a drug ring af¬ 
ter a housing association was granted 
a court order. 

The house at Swan Lane in Oswestry has 
been raided several times by police in recent 
months as they targeted the County Lines 
drug ring. 

County Lines is an operation where drugs are 
trafficked into rural areas from cities. Shropshire 
Towns and Rural (STAR) Housing applied for the 
closure order, which was granted by Telford Mag¬ 
istrates Court. It means that no one can enter the 
property for three months. Sue Adams, managing 
director of STAR, said they had worked with both 
West Mercia and Merseyside Police to secure the 
order. 

She said: “The closure was sought following a 
number of drug warrants being executed at the 
property, and numerous complaints regarding the 
address and the behaviour of the tenant and asso¬ 
ciates. 

“We take reports like this very seriously and, 
along with our partner agencies, have worked ex¬ 
tremely hard for a number of months to gather ev¬ 
idence to support the application. 

“This drugs closure order will send out a strong 
message to the community that STAR Housing will 


By Dominic Robertson 


not tolerate anti-social behaviour in our homes or 
communities, and if found in possession of drugs 
or concerned in the supply of drugs we will seek 
possession of your home. 

“We are committed to improving people’s lives, 
and are doing so by taking a strong stance against 
anti-social behaviour and drug abuse in our com¬ 
munity. Joint working to obtain this closure order 
demonstrates the importance of working in part¬ 
nership with the police and enforcement agencies 
and we’re pleased that this will see the end of the 
anti-social behaviour issues the area has been expe¬ 
riencing.” The closure order was granted under the 
Anti-Social Behaviour Crime and Policing Act 2014 
at Telford Magistrates Court on Friday last week. 

The investigation into the drug use at the prop¬ 
erty came after a series of complaints, including 
reports of crime, the execution of drug warrants 
and possession of Class A drugs. 

Mrs Adams encouraged anyone with information 
about similar behaviour to call the housing associ¬ 
ation’s hotline. 

She said: “To report an incident of anti-social 
behaviour you can contact the police on 101 or con¬ 
tact STAR Housing on 0333 3212 200 then choos¬ 
ing option four and selecting the relevant area.” 


Opportunities delight nurse 


A STUDENT nurse who moved 
to the region because of a lack of 
courses in her area has praised a 
university and also work oppor¬ 
tunities in Shropshire. 

Natasha Graham, from Ban- 
bridge, in County Down, moved 
to Glyndwr University in Wrex¬ 


ham to study the BN Hons in 
Adult Nursing after looking for 
degrees which she wasn’t able to 
find closer to home. 

In that time she has been stud¬ 
ying and has been on placements 
in Gobowen and Ellesmere and is 
soon moving on to Shrewsbury. 


She said: “There are actually 
very few universities in North¬ 
ern Ireland that do nursing, and 
when I was looking for courses, 
Glyndwr’s was one which ap¬ 
pealed. I came over for an inter¬ 
view for the course and I liked it 
- it seemed really friendly.” 


Police patrol car 15 
got stuck after 
pothole problem 

A POLICE car got stuck on a pothole and 
had to be repaired, it has been revealed. 

New figures show that there have been 
171 emergency service vehicles damaged 
in pothole-related accidents costing more 
than £70,000 across the country since 2015. 

And in 2017 Dyfed-Powys Police had to 
repair a patrol car after it became grounded 
on a pothole on a private road. 

The damage to the sill covers cost £81 
to repair. 

Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue 
Service revealed they had had to repair 
a van which was driving round a corner 
when it “hit a bump in the road awkwardly 
and the vehicle veered into the other car¬ 
riageway and collided with a pick up van 
travelling in the other direction” in 2017. 

It is not known if anybody was injured 
in the collision. 

Other incidents included damage to 
wheels and bumpers, broken springs and 
punctured tyres. The details were released 
following Freedom of Information requests 
to all UK police forces, fire services and 
ambulance trusts. Ten ambulance trusts, 

45 fire services and 32 police forces had re¬ 
sponded at the time of publication. 

Some agencies said they did not hold in¬ 
formation, others recorded no damage and 
six police forces stated it would take too 
long to go through records. 

Wales ‘at risk 
of missing 
green targets’ 

WALES risks failing to meet its own tar¬ 
gets on carbon emissions unless it changes 
its over-reliance on the car. 

This is the message from a new Institute 
of Welsh Affairs report. Decarbonising 
Transport in Wales reports that Wales is 
more reliant on the car than any other re¬ 
gion or nation in the UK. 

It also reports that bus services in Wales 
are in serious long-term decline, rail serves 
only a very small part of the country and, 
while growing, has less than a fifth of the 
passenger journeys of buses. 

Despite the Active Travel (Wales) Act 
2013, walking and cycling levels are gen¬ 
erally static or declining. Given that the 
sale of new petrol and diesel cars is to be 
banned from 2040, there is a clear need for 
managed change in Wales’s transport sys¬ 
tem, experts say. 

The report highlights a number of prac¬ 
tical steps that can be taken to overcome 
Wales’s challenges. 

It calls for a Welsh ‘Transport Decarbon¬ 
isation Plan’ to be co-produced by key pub¬ 
lic bodies and the transport sector. 

It says there should be accelerated de¬ 
velopment of regional transport authori¬ 
ties and long term plans for Transport for 
Wales. 

It says the Welsh Government should 
move from being an administrator of sys¬ 
tems to an initiator of change. 


IRELAND'S ANCIENT EAST 

EXPLORE IN YOUR OWN CAR 



NOW 25o/o OFF 




^ ** IRELAND 
25% OFF 


Just across the sea lies a land like no other, a land of history and folklore, waiting to be explored. With treasures 
to be discovered like the centuries old Kilkenny castle, located at the heart of an historic medieval city. Save 
25% when you bring your car with Irish Ferries. Book now at irishferries.com Travel. Together. 

Ireland 


KILKENNY CASTLE, CO. KILKENNY 
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50 MIN 
CHECK-IN 


Irish Ferries 


25% Off valid on Irish Sea cruise ferry and Dublin Swift sailings up to 18 December 2018. Excludes following July & August sailings: Swift 11:30 & 14:15 and Epsilon 14:30 and 08:30 (Sat only). Must be booked online and 48 hours in advance of travel and by midnight Thursday 12 July 2018. New bookings only. 
Subject to availability. Not available in conjunction with any other offer or promotion including Tesco travel tokens. Standard terms and conditions of booking and travel apply. See irishferries.com for details. 
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^Dragonflies 
were the topic 
of group talk 


Research shows drug-driving incidents 
have more than doubled in just two years 


THE Three Parishes group held its latest 
meeting recently. 

Guest speaker on this occasion was Sue 
Loose who was talking about dragonflies. 

The meeting took place at St John’s 
Church in Weston Rhyn. 

Sue said she studied dragonflies as her 
speciality and told the group members that 
she soon found herself en route to Brazil 
for a placement at Regua Wetlands. 

While there Sue was asked to help the 
team on surveying and studying dragon¬ 
flies in the new and quickly expanding 
re-instated wetlands project. 

Sue shared some of her Brazilian experi¬ 
ences accompanied by slides of dragonflies 
she had help to record in her two visits 
there. 

A question and answer took place and a 
raffle was drawn. 

An event walk at Chirk Castle has been 
cancelled due to illness. 

However the next meeting of the group 
will take place on July 19. It will take place 
at Chapter House in St Martins and will be 
on folklore flowers 

The meeting starts at 7.30pm and there 
will be tea and coffee, and £2 donations are 
asked for. 

For more information about the meet¬ 
ing and the group people can call (01691) 
239087 or 07938 693561. 

Football star 
may now get 
a headstone 

AN international footballer who died pen¬ 
niless and was buried in a pauper’s grave 
could finally get a headstone, almost a cen¬ 
tury after his death. 

Charlie Parry, from Oswestry, was a 
Welsh footballer who played as a defender 
for Everton in the 1890s, helping them to 
win the Football League championship in 
1891. He also won 13 caps for Wales includ¬ 
ing four as captain. Now the Everton Foot¬ 
ball Club Heritage Society has contacted 
Oswestry Town Council about Mr Parry’s 
grave in Oswestry Cemetery. 

Rob Sawyer, from the society, said that 
with the help of Mr Parry’s family he had 
researched the footballer’s life. 

“He died in poverty in his 50s in 1922 
and was laid to rest in an unmarked 
grave,” he said. 

Mr Sawyer added that the heritage so¬ 
ciety had projects underway to re-dedicate 
graves of notable ex-Everton players. 

“It had wondered, with the family’s 
support, whether Charlie’s grave could be 
such a project and that a gravestone could 
be added,” he said. 

“Before the society considers whether to 
progress we wondered whether the council 
would be supportive.” 

Oswestry Town Council, which put up a 
plaque in Mr Parry’s honour and named a 
road after him, debated the letter on Tues¬ 
day last week. Councillors said they would 
be happy to provide support in kind but 
could not give any financial contribution 
towards a headstone. 

Church to host 
music festival 

LLANFYLLIN Music Festival has held 
concerts at St Myllin’s Church for over 40 
years, with the Allegri Quartet as resident 
musicians. 

The festival started in the 1970s, when 
Bruno Schrecker, then cellist with the Al¬ 
legri Quartet, bought a holiday home in 
Llanfyllin, invited fellow musicians to stay, 
and discovered the superb acoustic and am¬ 
bience of the church for chamber music. 
The line-up of the quartet has changed 
over the decades, but each new member 
has enjoyed coming to play. 

This year the festival’s opening night is 
on Friday next week with music by Wolf, 
Debussy and Dvorak, the second concert 
being Sunday, July 15, a British theme 
featuring Purcell, Britten and Elgar. The 
following Friday - July 20 - there is music 
by Schubert, Mozart and Beethoven. To 
round off the festival on July 22, after a 
Bach fugue, organisers welcome Norbert 
Blume, principal viola with the BBC Sym¬ 
phony Orchestra, who will play in quintets 
by Mozart and Brahms. 

For more details visit lanfyllinfestival. 
org.uk 


DRUG-DRIVING offences in the West Mid¬ 
lands have more than doubled in just two 
years, according to new research. 

The data obtained by Confused.com, the 
driver savings site, through Freedom of In¬ 
formation requests to four police forces in the 
region reveals 1,231 drivers were charged with 
driving under the influence of drugs in 2017, up 
from 533 (131 per cent) in 2015. 

This includes consumption of illegal, pre¬ 
scription and over-the-counter drugs which 
could have an impact on a motorist’s ability to 
drive, such as chlorphenamine, hydroxyzine or 
promethazine - all types of antihistamines to 
curb symptoms of hay fever. 

In total, more than 6,300 UK drivers have 
been caught under the influence of drugs in 
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2017. And this year to-date, police forces in the 
West Midlands have already recorded 28 of¬ 
fences of drug-driving, but given the hay fever 
warning issued by the Met Office and reported 
pollen boom, more motorists may just be re¬ 
sorting to the stronger medication to keep their 
symptoms at bay. 

But experts say what drivers may not know is 
that some types of antihistamine, particularly 
older types, will in fact make them sleepy, and 
therefore are not necessarily safe to take before 
jumping behind the wheel. 

Further research by Confused.com found 
that almost two thirds (62 per cent) of hay fe¬ 


ver-suffering motorists in the West Midlands 
have driven after taking medication to help 
their symptoms. 

One in six (17 per cent) of these admit it af¬ 
fected their ability to drive, including making 
them drowsy, their reactions slower or compro¬ 
mising their vision. 

Two thirds of UK drivers think there should 
be clearer warnings on packaging of medication 
that can affect a motorist’s ability to drive. 

Similarly, a further two thirds think doctors 
and pharmacists should be offering clearer ad¬ 
vice when prescribing certain medication. 

To fully understand the impact of drugs on 
a motorist’s ability to control a car or read 
the road ahead, Confused.com has launched a 
handy guide which outlines the effects of ille¬ 


gal, prescription and over-the-counter drugs, 
as well as information on drug-driving convic¬ 
tions. 

As the guide shows, it isn’t just these pills 
that can make drivers slightly sleepy that 
other road users should be worried about. Il¬ 
legal drugs are also known to have side effects 
which can seriously impair a person’s driving 
ability. In total, one in 10 UK drivers admit to 
driving after taking drugs of some sort - more 
than a quarter of which did so after taking ille¬ 
gal drugs. More than a quarter admitting they 
felt energised - which would put them at risk 
of speeding. 

More than one in six admit it made them feel 
drowsy. One in 10 of those who’ve taken illegal 
drugs before driving did so at a music festival. 


Council has achieved 70 per 
cent of its savings target 



Clinical programme lead Louise Jones and project support officer Kate Thomas at the Future Fit consultation in Mid Wales 
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A CASH-strapped authority 
achieved 70 per cent of its £11.7 
million savings target over the last 
year. 

Bosses at Powys County Council have 
been proposing years of cuts due to a 
smaller settlement from the Welsh Gov¬ 
ernment. 

A number of key services had their budgets 
slashed. Last year it was proposed the council 
needed to make savings of £11.780 million. 

A financial report that went before the coun¬ 
cil’s cabinet recently updated councillors on the 
situation. 

The report to cabinet said that £8.327 mil¬ 
lion, 71 per cent, had already been saved. 

In his report, finance portfolio holder and 
deputy leader of the council Aled Davies said: 
“The final out turn has been significantly im¬ 
proved due to Welsh Government providing 
additional monies for a number of services to¬ 
talling £3.184m. 

Support 

“This includes £lm to help support the coun¬ 
cil’s continuing transformation work. 

“In delivering the out turn position, consid¬ 
eration has been given to the balance between 
the use of capitalisation, a prudent level of re¬ 
serves and the subsequent demand on future 
year budgets.” 

Elsewhere in the report, he says that un¬ 
achieved savings of £3.4 million has been miti¬ 
gated by underspends elsewhere in the service 
areas, but these remain a pressure going for¬ 
ward within the service budgets. 

Children’s services, which has had substan¬ 
tial investment since a damning report, has 
again seen an overspend. 

Councillor Davies said: “The level of pressure 
faced by children’s services has been covered in 
previous reports to cabinet. 

“This continues to be the case. In addition 
outstanding efficiency savings relating to chil¬ 
dren with disabilities in residential establish¬ 
ments Golwg/Bannau/Camlas of £556k remains 
outstanding and £494k relating to partnership 
working with the Powys Teaching Health 
Board and third sector for which there are no 
current plans in place.” 

There have been a number ofunder spends 
in different areas of the council, including 
waste and recycling which has underspent 
by £905,000 on waste contracts, including 
£500,000 for contract changes. 


IT is vital the people of Mid Wales have their 
say on the future of health services across the 
border in Shropshire, health bosses say. 

Health bosses took their Future Fit consul¬ 
tation process into Newtown, as people had 
their say on the plans. 

A consultation on where a new emergency 
unit should be based in the county is well 
under way, with a host of pop-up and consulta¬ 
tion events taking place. 

It was recently the turn of Newtown to play 
host to the consultation as people from around 


Montgomeryshire were invited to the Elephant 
and Castle Hotel. 

The preferred Future Fit option, which has 
been signed off by both Telford and Shropshire 
CCGs, is for the county’s emergency centre to 
be based at Royal Shrewsbury Hospital and 
Telford’s Princess Royal Hospital to take on 
responsibility for planned care. 

It would be supported by two urgent care 
centres at both hospitals. 

Chief operating officer of Shrewsbury and 
Telford Hospital Trust, Nigel Lee, said it was 


vital people of Mid Wales had their say, just as 
much as anyone from other areas of the region. 

He said: “The event is the third one and is 
about people from this area coming and having 
their say on things. 

“They’ve being going around and asking 
questions of the clinicians, and that is what 
these events are about. 

“The views of people in Powys are just as 
important as everyone else in the area the ser¬ 
vices will serve, and it is key they have their 
say.” 


Authority 'was warned of schools funding issue' 


A POLITICAL party leader has said a council 
was warned about its serious funding short¬ 
falls in its schools budget. 

Powys County Council’s cabinet passed a re¬ 
port that insisted more needs to be done to de¬ 
crease the budget deficits of schools across the 
country. Figures predict that the schools will 
have a combined budget deficit of £2.1 million 
by March 2019. James Gibson-Watt, leader of 
the Lib Dem group on Powys County Council, 
has hit out at the Conservative/Independent 
coalition, saying his party warned it of this 


problem earlier this year. He said: “They were 
warned. Back in January this year I and my 
colleagues were urging the council’s cabinet to 
take the schools funding situation far more se¬ 
riously, but our concerns were dismissed. 

“When we proposed that an extra £1 million 
should go to Powys’s schools during this year’s 
budget debate in February that too was dis¬ 
missed by the ruling groups and voted down. 

“Now we can see that our concerns were 
well-founded. More primary schools are falling 
in to deficit this year and eight out of Powys’s 


12 secondary schools are in deficit; and all bar 
one are set to fall into deficit in 2019/20. 

“Significantly more money will have to be 
found for our schools system or further cut 
backs in staffing and teaching in the schools 
will have to take place to avoid this crisis turn¬ 
ing in to a real threat to all the services the 
council delivers, including social care, because 
it threatens the financial viability of the whole 
council.” 

He has also hit out at Brecon and Radnor¬ 
shire MP Chris Davies, who has accused the 


Lib Dem group of being too negative about the 
way the council is run. 

He added: “I note that our local Conservative 
MP accuses our council group of being too neg¬ 
ative about the way the county council is being 
run by the Tories and Independents. 

“Well, it is the Welsh Lib Dems who proposed 
a positive alternative budget that would have 
reduced this growing schools crisis and halted 
the cut backs to the youth service. It was his 
colleagues on the council who helped to vote 
it down.” 
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NHS at 70 



Nuns studying orthopaedics at Oswestry Orthopaedic Hospital in 1970 


Nurses are led into Ludlow Parish Church for a Hospital Sunday service in 1973 


Ken Dodd opening the broadcasting studio at RSH Copthorne South site in May 1983 


Decades of memories revisited 
ahead of birthday festivities 



Nurses carol singing at the former Royal Salop Prince Charles and nurse Lynne Breakell at the official opening of Royal Shrews- 
Infirmary on Christmas Eve 1955 bury Hospital in November 1978 


Report by Toby Neal _ 

MEMORIES of the birth of the NHS 
70 years ago have been record¬ 
ed as part of celebrations at Royal 
Shrewsbury Hospital. 

From early starts of a student nurse to 
the demands of a busy switchboard, pio¬ 
neering work carried out by surgeons to 
a doctor inspired by the work of her great 
uncle, the hospital has recorded the evo¬ 
lution of the NHS from its beginnings in 
1948. 

As these pictures show, the NHS has also 
been at the heart of community life ever since 
its formation - be it nurses signing carols on 
the wards at Chrostmas or staff 
taking part in church services. 

To mark the anniversary, 
staff at Royal Shrewsbury Hos¬ 
pital will hold a charity fun day 
on Saturday and some of the 
finest acts on the Shropshire 
music scene are set to take to 
the stage. 

Confirmed acts for the event, 
which will be hosted by Shrewsbury and Tel¬ 
ford Hospital NHS Trust include Shropshire 
Rock Choir, Of One Accord and singers from 
musical theatre group Get Your Wigle On. 

The #NHS70 fun day has been organised 
by SaTH to mark the 70th anniversary of the 
NHS and to raise money for two of the trust’s 
causes - the Living Well with Dementia appeal 
and the end of life care Swan Fund. 

The event will feature a host of attractions 
including a Nerf gun arena, Army medics, 
bouncy castle, Crossbar Coaching, Little Ras¬ 
cals, Shrewsbury Town in the Community, 
along with Shrewsbury Town mascot Lenny 
the Lion, tours of the Lingen Davies Cen¬ 
tre and food - all being staged in a variety of 
“through the ages” zones. 

The fun day will also see the unveiling of a 
sculpture which has been created by the Brit¬ 
ish Ironwork Centre near Oswestry, which has 
also produced blue butterfly ornaments which 
will be on sale on the day to raise money for 
the Dementia appeal, whose symbol is a blue 
butterfly. 

There will also be the first chance to buy raf¬ 
fle tickets for a teddy bear - named Bevan after 
NHS founder Aneurin Bevan - which has been 
created exclusively for SaTH by traditional 
teddy bear makers Merrythought to raise funds 
for the SaTH Charity. 

Prior to the opening of Royal Shrewsbury 


Hospital in 1979, those needing medical treat¬ 
ment were able to see doctors and surgeons 
in either Royal Salop Infirmary in St Mary’s 
Place, which opened in 1774, the Eye, Ear and 
Throat Hospital on Town Walls which opened 
in 1881, the Copthorne Hospital opposite the 
site of the modern day RSH and Cross Houses 
Hospital outside of the town, which had also 
been known as the Berrington Hospital and 
the County Council Hospital. 

SaTH has been through its archives to 
pick out important moments in healthcare in 
Shropshire. It has also created a video in which 
it speaks to former staff. 

One of them, Doreen Powell, became one 
of the country’s first student nurses with the 
NHS. Spending three years training, she re¬ 


members it as being hard but rewarding work. 

Living in a nurses’ home where there was a 
strict lights-out policy at 10.30pm, she recalled 
how each student nurse was given two ounces 
of butter, two of sugar and two of tea which 
would have to see them through the week. 
They were paid just £8 a month. 

“I used to be allowed to come home at week¬ 
ends, so I would cycle 30 miles and it took three 
hours. It was hard work but I got so much sat¬ 
isfaction.” Doreen is amazed in the advances in 
technology but admits that “change is for the 
better”. “I would not like to be doing it now 
though,” she added. 

Manning the switchboard was a full time job 
for Freda Donnelly - one she enjoyed so much 
that from her first day in 1948 she remained in 


post until 1995. The hospital was run by one 
doctor and the matron and she remembers, 
“they decided everything”. 

With two outside lines and 25 extensions, 
Freda was responsible for connecting everyone 
within the hospital. As the years went on more 
extensions were added, but Freda was more 
than capable to keep up with the demands of 
the job. Using an original switchboard with 
plugs and pins, she contacted wards and doc¬ 
tors making sure the messages got through. 

Although some health care had been availa¬ 
ble to the poor prior to 1948, the introduction 
of the NHS was welcome and something people 
accepted without a quibble. 

“No one realised how it would outgrow itself. 
I thought it was amazing,” she said. 



_ 

Doreen Powell 


Top awards 
for trio of 
clinicians 

PRESENTATIONS have been made to 
three clinicians from Shropshire Com¬ 
munity Health NHS Trust by former 
health minister and Ludlow MP Philip 
Dunne. 

Jill Absolon, a paediatric physiothera¬ 
pist, and Lewis Brown, a paediatric occu¬ 
pational therapist, received certificates 
recognising their nominations for an 
NHS70 Parliamentary Award in a pres¬ 
entation at Shirehall in Shrewsbury. 

Mr Dunne made a third presentation 
to Bishop’s Castle GP Dr Adrian Penney, 
who is a partner in the town’s GP surgery 
and a doctor at its community hospital. 

The awards were created as part of 
the celebrations to mark the NHS’s 70th 
birthday this year and Mr Dunne nom¬ 
inated the trio in recognition of their 
contributions to community care in his 
constituency. 

Mr Dunne said: “I was delighted to 
present Adrian, Jill and Lewis with their 
certificates, as part of the NHS70 Parlia¬ 
mentary Awards. 

“In different ways, each of them re¬ 
flects years of commitment and hard 
work shown by staff across the NHS, but 
their particular dedication to health and 
wellbeing in Shropshire was worth recog¬ 
nising as part of commemorations of the 
70th anniversary of the founding of the 
NHS.” 

Jill, who has worked for Shropcom for 
more than 25 years, was nominated for 
the care and compassion award. 

Dr Penny was nominated for the life¬ 
time achievement award. 

Pyjama trek to 
highlight need 
for exercise 

A TEAM of nurses donned their pyjamas 
to climb the Wrekin to raise awareness of 
a campaign. 

The trek aimed to raise awareness of 
NHS England’s #EndPJparalysis cam¬ 
paign to encourage patients to get out of 
their pyjamas - and get up and dressed 
every day, where practical. 

Experts believe that getting out of bed, 
and out of pyjamas, improves recovery, 
shortens hospital stays and boosts the 
morale of both patients and staff. The 
team of about 25 NHS workers popped 
bottles of prosecco at the top of the Wre¬ 
kin to celebrate the NHS’s 70th birthday. 

Lisa Butler, ward manager of Ward 11 
at Princess Royal Hospital in Telford and 
organiser of the event, said: “It was great, 
there was about 25 of us and we had a 
little bit of prosecco flowing at the top to 
celebrate 70 years of the NHS. We had 
nurses, honorary nurses and a few dogs 
too.” 

The hike to the top of the Wrekin is one 
of a number of initiatives that has been 
organised by staff at PRH and Royal 
Shrewsbury Hospital. Patients and staff 
have also taken part in disco beat classes, 
dancing and balloon tennis. 

Air hangar base 
for celebration 

THE achievements of a health trust’s 
staff and volunteers will be celebrated at 
an awards ceremony. 

The annual Values In Practice awards 
held by Shrewsbury and Telford Hospital 
NHS Trust will this year take place in 
one of the hangers at RAF Cosford. 

The ceremony will tie in with the na¬ 
tional NHS70 celebrations - marking 
70 years of the National Health Service. 
The NHS was founded in July 1948 and 
SaTH, which runs the Royal Shrewsbury 
Hospital and the Princess Royal Hospital 
in Telford, has been marking the occasion 
throughout the year, beginning with a 
Big7Tea tea party for volunteers. 

The trust’s NHS70 celebrations will 
culminate with the staff celebration at 
RAF Cosford on September 28. 

Nominations are being invited in eight 
categories for the awards. They must be 
made by July 27. 
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"Changes 'could 
see families 
missing out' 


Huge trading standards investigation on teeth 
products will not hit taxpayers in pocket 


MOVING services provided by a Sure Start 
centre to the middle of Oswestry could see 
families-in-need missing out, a councillor 
has said. 

Shropshire Council is considering closing 
down a number of the centres, set up to 
help families with young children, a move 
currently subject to public consultation. 

In Oswestry, the plans involve moving 
the services to The Centre, a youth hub off 
Oak Street. 

At a meeting of Oswestry Town Council, 
Councillor Clare Aspinall said the move 
and the effect it would have across the 
county worried her. “There will be areas 
where the help will not be there,” she said. 

“Woodside will lose its Sure Start cen¬ 
tre,” she said. “Will the families who bene¬ 
fit from the services that have been offered 
there come into The Centre? We may lose 
the chance to help these families.” Coun¬ 
cillor Vince Hunt, a governor at Woodside 
School, said: “When Sure Start began it 
worked very well. But over the years it was 
somewhat hijacked by parents who simply 
wanted their children to go to the school.” 

He said that The Centre had become a 
hub for children and family services. 

“We are very lucky in Oswestry to have 
such a project that is a pilot that will be 
rolled out across Shropshire in the future,” 
he said. 

Restaurant 
application 
is submitted 

A PLANNING application to open a res¬ 
taurant at a bed and breakfast has been 
re-submitted. 

Hayes Barn in Oswestry opened as a bed 
and breakfast before applying to Shrop¬ 
shire Council for retrospective planning 
permission to open a restaurant. 

However the application was refused by 
the council’s planning committee because 
of an issue regarding potential noise com¬ 
plaints and traffic. 

The planning refusal was met with op¬ 
position from some residents in Oswestry, 
and Sophie Dillon, who runs the establish¬ 
ment, has now reapplied for planning per¬ 
mission. 

The application was refused in Septem¬ 
ber 2017, and at the time planning officers 
said that the running of a restaurant was 
unauthorised and no more breaches should 
occur. 

The application was re-submitted re¬ 
cently, and in the document, Berrys, based 
in Shrewsbury, has said the development 
would be one that diversifies and supports 
the existing business. 

The statement says: “To conclude the 
proposed development site is a small scale 
economic development that will diversify 
and support an existing business located at 
Hayes Barn. 

“Whilst located outside of Oswestry’s 
settlement boundary it is in a highly sus¬ 
tainable location, within easy walking and 
cycling distance of the settlement’s wide 
range of services and facilities.” 

Bistro idea would 
also aid homeless 

PLANS for a new bistro could help out peo¬ 
ple with housing problems by combining a 
business with providing a place for people 
to stay. 

Italian chef, Enrico Vittone, who lives in 
Oswestry, has himself been forced to live 
rough and says he wants to help others. 

He is in talks with a housing company 
and has earmarked an empty town centre 
property which he says would be perfect. 
Mr Vittone ran a pizza takeaway from 
premises on the Bailey Head in Oswestry 
and had hoped to open a restaurant in 
Church Street but that fell through. 

“My dream is to take over premises in 
which we can run a bistro downstairs and 
have flats for those who are homeless up¬ 
stairs,” he said. “They would work in the 
bistro in return for training and a certif¬ 
icate to say they are qualified to work in 
a kitchen or restaurant. They would also 
have a roof over their head.” 

He said it was often men with no depend¬ 
ants that found themselves homeless. 

He said: “If you have the children stay¬ 
ing with you then you will be given accom¬ 
modation.” 


A COUNCIL investigation that led to a father 
and son being jailed for selling dangerous teeth 
whitening products has not hit the taxpayer ac¬ 
cording to the authority. 

In 2016, John Barry Hargreaves, his wife 
Jean and son Matthew Hargreaves from Knuts- 
ford, Cheshire, were prosecuted for selling the 
products and making £2.5 million out of the 
fraudulent business. 

The father and son were jailed and Jean Har¬ 
greaves was handed a suspended sentenced for 
her role in the fraud. 

The teeth whitening products were dis¬ 
covered at the Royal Welsh Show and Powys 
County Council worked with a number of or¬ 
ganisations to bring a nationwide case and 
prosecute the family. 


Report by Jordan Reynolds 

THE majority of Shropshire schools 
had underspent by a combined total 
of more than £5 million at the end of 
the last financial year. 

But seven of the 107 Shropshire Coun¬ 
cil-maintained schools also ran a com¬ 
bined deficit of £480,594, according to 
figures released by the unitary authority. 

A total of £5,481,584 was left over by 100 
schools across Shropshire at the end of March, 
compared to £6,779,563 from 114 schools the 
previous year. 

During the financial year, between the years 
2017 and 2018, one secondary school and 11 
primary schools had transferred to academy 
status. 

Three primaries had also combined into a 
single school, which saw the total number of 
Shropshire Council-maintained schools drop 
from 121 in March 2017 to 107 by March 2018. 

Sponsored 

A report to Shropshire Council’s schools 
forum meeting says schools’ surplus balances 
at the end of each financial year are carried for¬ 
ward and earmarked specifically for each indi¬ 
vidual school’s use. 

Deficit balances are also carried forward and 
set against the individual school’s budget for 
the following year, except where a school be¬ 
comes a sponsored academy, in which case it 
remains with Shropshire Council. 

The council requires schools with deficit bal¬ 
ances to report their financial position to the 
local authority on a termly basis 

Monitoring meetings are held between the 
local authority’s school funding policy officer 
and the schools where it is deemed appropriate. 

And, as and when necessary, headteach¬ 
ers, school business managers and chairs of 
governors or chairs of finance are called in to 
meetings with the commissioner for education 
improvement and efficiency. 

Of 99 primary schools at the end of the finan¬ 
cial year, five fell short financially. 

One of six secondary schools also fell short of 
their budget. 

The year before, the figures showed that four 
out of the 112 primary schools had fallen short, 
while two in seven secondary schools were left 
with a deficit. 

One in two special schools maintained by the 
local authority had also fallen short financially 
at the end of March, the same as the previous 
year. 


A FORMER MP has been named the head of 
parliament of a self-proclaimed utopian society 
which has aims to become the first space king¬ 
dom. 

Asgardia, also known as the Space Kingdom 
of Asgardia, is a proposed and self-proclaimed 
nation in outer space. It has adopted a consti¬ 
tution and intends to access outer space free of 
the control of existing nations. 

At a ceremony in Vienna, hundreds of peo¬ 
ple gathered for an inauguration - and former 
Montgomeryshire MP and I’m a Celebrity con- 


Report by Jonny Drury 


The case was one of the largest any trading 
standards service has ever taken on. 

In May at a court hearing they were given 
three months to pay back £1.6 million or face 
jail sentences of between four and seven years. 

A series of freedom of information requests 
were made to the council inquiring if the case 
had cost the taxpayer. 

However in a recent response, solicitor to the 
council Clive Pinney has said the council should 
receive £600,000, which will be sufficient to re¬ 
imburse the council for the external fees and 
expenses incurred in this prosecution. 

Councillor James Evans, cabinet member for 


TWO hospital staff members have been re¬ 
warded for their work they do with spinal in¬ 
juries patients. 

Alison Lamb, consultant nurse, and Lynne 
Morris, service manager, at Oswestry Or¬ 
thopaedic Hospital were both winners at the 
annual Spinal Injuries Association (SIA) Re¬ 
building Lives Awards at the Williams FI Con¬ 
ference Centre in Oxfordshire. 


testant Lembit Opik was announced as its head 
of parliament. 

Fellow Asgardian MPs voted Mr Opik in 
after he released a 12-point manifesto which 
detailed his vision for life beyond Earth. 

Mr Opik has worked alongside space experts 
before, and he said: “All through my political 
career I’ve been involved in what you might call 
space politics. 

“When I was the Member of Parliament 
for Montgomeryshire, I did a lot of work with 
Spaceguard UK, which is doing its best to pre¬ 


trading standards, said it wasn’t the aim to re¬ 
cover its costs, but it had come as a bonus. 

He said: “Operation Gleam was one of the 
largest cases the Powys County Council’s trad¬ 
ing standards or any trading standards service 
has ever taken on and its aim was to protect 
consumers in Powys and wider afield from un¬ 
safe and mis-described teeth whitening prod¬ 
ucts. 

“This investigation uncovered that the Man¬ 
chester-based family involved traded at some 
150 venues across the UK and also traded 
online and the investigation of our team un¬ 
covered their criminality in hiding behind 20 
dissolved companies. 

“Their illegal trade appeared to have contin¬ 
ued for approximately 10 years and made them 


year award while Lynne was a joint winner of 
the rising star medal. 

The pair were nominated by former patient 
Paul Rhodes who heaped praise on the pair 
for their work and Lynne for securing funding 
and introducing Saturday clinics to help reduce 
waiting time lists for outpatients. 

Alison, who has worked at the hospital for 
29 years, 18 of which have been in her current 
role, said: “I’m absolutely overjoyed to have 


vent us from being incinerated by an asteroid. I 
led the campaign to get the UK Government to 
take the threat of Near Earth Objects seriously. 

“At the beginning, some folks laughed at the 
campaign. Then they stopped laughing - fol¬ 
lowing a Government-sponsored report con¬ 
firming everything I’d claimed about the threat 
was true. Asgardia originally attracted a simi¬ 
lar kind of amused curiosity. I myself had been 
watching the development of this new space 
nation and by 2018 it seemed to me Asgardia 
was coming of age and I signed up to stand as 


approximately £2.5m from their criminality. 
The actions of our team shut them down and 
protected thousands of consumers. 

“We take our responsibilities to protect con¬ 
sumers from unsafe goods seriously and so it 
was in the public interest to pursue this pros¬ 
ecution and pull what started as a Powys case 
into a national case. A recent proceeds of crime 
application hearing identified that they had 
£1.6million in assets and an order was made on 
that figure with three months to pay. 

“Taking on this prosecution meant that we 
did incur external legal fees and expenses. 

“However, the council should receive its costs 
back through a scheme called incentivisation 
where a percentage of the order comes to the 
prosecutor.” 


won this award, just being in the running for 
the award felt amazing enough, so to win is just 
wonderful. It means the world to me. 

“I feel proud to do the job that I do as part of 
the MCSI team at RJAH.” 

Lynne said: “It was a real privilege to even 
be at the ceremony, let alone hear my name 
called out. 

“What was really special was the fact that a 
patient had nominated me, that felt fantastic. “ 


a Member of Parliament.” Since the movement 
was founded, it has gathered 200,000 people 
and it is hoped that will rise to 150 million in 
10 years. 

Those behind Asgardia say it was created 
with three top goals in mind - to ensure the 
peaceful use of space, to protect the Earth from 
space hazards, and to create a demilitarised 
and free scientific base of knowledge in space. 
Asgardia also has a long-term objective of set¬ 
ting up habitable platforms in space and build¬ 
ing settlements on the Moon. 


Report shows majority of 
schools underspent budgets 

Hospital staff members’ work is recognised 


i ^%ja 



Alison Lamb and Lynne Morris at the annual Spinal Injuries Association Rebuilding Lives Awards ceremony with their awards 


Alison won the healthcare professional of the 

New role for former nip Opik is out of this world 
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NEWS 




STONE SKIMMING 

The British Championships are 
coming up in Shropshire - we meet 
the people behind this fabulously fun 
sporting contest. 


i.im.M.hi-1_ 

Footballer Dave Edwards talks pre-season 
training - and why it was always a very 
public affair for Town’s squad. 

mm _ 

Fun House star and 80s icon Pat Sharp 
faces our 10 questions ahead of next 
weekend’s retro music festival Let’s Rock 
in Shrewsbury. 

_ 

Why veganism doesn’t 
just mean leaves and 
carrots thanks to a 
local restaurant. 

■arniroa 

The best places to eat, the picks of what’s 
on television, films heading to Shropshire 
cinemas, and another great day out come 
under the microscope. 



PLUS- LOCAL NEWS | UFOS 
BRADLEY WIGGINS | LOVE ISLAND 
PRISONER REFORM | THE SABRINA 
DAN NIGHTINGALE | PUZZLES 
DEBT WORRIES | MARKET TOWNS 
COPING WITH CANCER | HEALTH 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

inspectors 

impressed 
by school 

PUPILS and staff at Arddleen Primary 
School are celebrating after receiving a 
glowing Estyn inspection report. 

The school has received an impressive 
Estyn inspection report with the school 
being rated as “good” in all areas. 

According to Estyn inspectors the 
school provides a caring and happy learn¬ 
ing community, where pupils feel safe 
and valued. They go on to say that the 
school provides pupils with a sense of be¬ 
longing and that a strong sense of com¬ 
munity exists around the school. 

The report acknowledged that the 
quality of teaching was consistently good 
across all age groups and that school and 
had high expectations of everyone. 

Headteacher Keith Bowyer said: “I am 
so proud of all the hard work our pupils, 
staff, parents and governors have put into 
our school. The report highlights that 
teamwork was one of the strengths of our 
school and that our pupils take pride in 
their work.” 

Martyn Hubbard, chairman of the 
governors, said: “We are obviously very 
pleased with the report which reflects 
the excellent work that is on-going at 
Arddleen. The challenge now is to build 
on this, but as the report notes we are 
very well placed to go from strength to 
strength. Mr Bowyer, all the staff and 
pupils can take great pride in this inspec¬ 
tion. 

“We would also thank parents and 
the wider community for the important 
role they continue to play in making the 
school the success that it is today.” 

Views are 
sought over 
use of CCTV 

A SURVEY has been launched to meas¬ 
ure public opinion on the use of CCTV in 
open spaces in Powys. 

It is being used to gauge responses to 
the planned re-instatement of a CCTV 
network by Dyfed-Powys Police. 

The project is a key commitment from 
the Police and Crime Commissioner 
Dafydd Llywelyn, and information 
gleaned from the survey will be used by 
the CCTV project team to influence policy 
on how CCTV will be used by the force for 
crime prevention and crime investigation 
purposes. 

CCTV project board chair Chief Super¬ 
intendent Steve Cockwell said: “A mod¬ 
ern CCTV infrastructure that will include 
a central monitoring function to improve 
the safety of our towns and communities 
is going to be installed very soon. 

“We are seeking your views in the 
communities of Carmarthenshire, Ce¬ 
redigion, Pembrokeshire and Powys on 
the re-introduction of CCTV in the force 
area.” 

The survey will close on midnight on 
July 10. 

To complete the survey go to www.sur- 
veymonkey.co.uk/r/DPPCCTVsurvey 

Pair cycling to 
help out hospice 

TWO youngsters are attempting to ride 
their bikes from Shropshire to south 
Powys to raise money for Hope House 
Children’s Hospice. 

Zech, 10, and Jamie, 14, often visit 
Zech’s grandparents in Rhayader for a 
cycling holiday and this time they want 
to cycle from Oswestry rather than go by 
car. The journey is set to take place on 
July 13 and cover 55 miles, starting from 
Bike Works in Oswestry and ending at 
The Rhayader Cyclery. 

The nine-hour journey will see them 
visit Hope House in Morda, before going 
through Welshpool, Newtown, Caersws, 
Llandinam, Llanidloes, Llangurig and 
finally Rhayader. For safety and guid¬ 
ance there will be four outriders along 
the journey, in the form of their dads and 
grandads. The pair are aiming to raise 
£1,000 and to donate go to justgiving. 
com/fundraising/lisa-newton8. 


Daredevil rotarians find a quick way to raise funds 



Cath Baldry, Rhian Slipper, Ian Slipper, Nadia Dimitrova, Linda Lade and Ron Pugh The rotarians on the zip wire to raise money for the Motor Neurone Disease Association 


SIX members of Oswestry Cambrian Rotary 
Club flew on the fastest zip line in the world 
and the longest in Europe. 

They flew over the historic Penrhyn Quarry 
before flying over the stunning quarry lake at 
Bethesda in North Wales. 

They flew twice, first on the little Zipper at a 
lower level and then they experienced Velocity 
on the big Zipper and flyers can reach speeds 
of up to 125mph. 


The rotary event was to raise money for the 
Motor Neurone Disease Association as a ges¬ 
ture of support for one of the rotarians in Cam¬ 
brian who suffers from the condition. 

Motor Neurone Disease (MND) is a condi¬ 
tion that affects the brain and nerves. It causes 
weakness that gets worse over time. 

It’s always fatal and will significantly 
shorten life expectancy, but some people live 
with it for many years. There’s no cure, but 


there are treatments to help reduce the impact 
it has on daily life. 

Rotary club president Ian Slipper said: “As a 
club we are supporting our Denise Goode and 
her husband Arthur through this very chal¬ 
lenging time. 

“Denise is an example to us all and that is 
why we did this Zip Wire Challenge to raise 
money for the MND Association.” 

Motor Neurone Disease is a condition that 


mainly affects people in their 60s and 70s, but 
it can affect adults of all ages. 

It’s caused by a problem with cells in the 
brain and nerves called motor neurones. 

These cells gradually stop working overtime. 

For more information about Oswestry 
Cambrian Rotary Club people can attend its 
informal meetings at the Wynnstay Hotel 
on Thursday evenings or call Mike Lade on 
(01691) 650854. 



Oswestry was seen in all its glory during the test day 


Marc Derbyshire helping to plan the festival 


The trial was held ahead of the new balloon festival in Oswestry’s Cae Glas Park 


Report by Sue Austin 

WHILE most people are prepared 
to keep their feet firmly on the 
ground, Marc Derbyshire is hap¬ 
piest when his are dangling hun¬ 
dreds of feet up in the air. 

He flew the Cloud 9 Balloons’ 
one-person Hopper out of Cae Glas 
Park in Oswestry as part of pre-plan¬ 
ning for the town’s balloon festival, 
which takes place in August. 

Several Cloud 9 and Lindstrand Balloons 
took to the skies over the town recently to 
test out the town centre launch site, pro¬ 
viding a surprise spectacle for local people. 

Mr Derbyshire said: “We are testing Cae 
Glas Park in the run-up to the balloon car¬ 
nival over the August bank holiday week¬ 
end, working with Oswestry Town Council. 

“We were testing the launch area for 
safety with trees surrounding us, gauging 
the local reaction to the noise and making 
people a little bit more aware of how bal¬ 
loons operate.” 

He said the testing had proved a great 
success. 

The Bank Holiday festival will see events 
run from August 24 to 27. 

On the ground there will be markets, a 
parade and live music while weather per¬ 
mitting balloons will fly from the park 
across the countryside on the Saturday and 
Sunday. 

Balloonists from across the country are 
expected to travel to Oswestry for the event 
and thousands of visitors could pack the 
town for the spectacle. 

The event will help raise funds for Night¬ 
ingale House Hospice. 



Marc Derbyshire’s view from the one person Hopper 



And they are up - balloons take to the skies 



The balloon test provided a bird’s eye view of Oswestry town centre 





































PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Detached four 
bedroom home is 
dose to town centre 

An excellently sized detached four-bedroomed family 
home, Lavender Cottage, Glentworth, Morda Road, 
Oswestry, comes with gardens of around a third of an 
acre. 

Being close to the town centre, it is for sale through 
Morris Marshall & Poole at £375,000. Its accommodation 
briefly comprises four bedrooms, two en-suite, a lounge, 
dining room, breakfast kitchen, office and music room, 
a double garage, utility room and workshop, ample 
parking including a bay window for a motor home/ 
caravan, gas central heating and double glazing. The 
property is located in a well established and respected 
residential area on the very edge of Oswestry town 
centre and the village of Morda, and is about a two/three 
mile walk from the shops and amenities including M&S 
Foodhall and Sainsbury’s supermarket. 

In more detail the kitchen/breakfast room is attractively 
fitted with a comprehensive range of base and wall 
cupboards complemented with black granite work 
surfaces and matching up-stands. There is an integrated 
five ring induction hob with stainless steel cooker hood 
over, a built in stainless steel double oven/grill set at eye 
level, space and plumbing for a dishwasher and tiled 
floor. The kitchen opens to a breakfast area with ample 
table space. The utility room is fitted with matching 
kitchen units incorporating a stainless steel sink unit. 
There is a gas room heater and tiled flooring. The dining 
room has tiled flooring. The lounge has patio doors 
to the rear opening onto gardens. There is a cast iron 
multi-fuel stove inset into an Italian granite surround with 
a matching hearth and oak mantle. The music room has 
tiled flooring. The office has built-in workstations, tiled 
flooring and access to the workshop and garage. 

The master bedroom has a range of built-in bedroom 
furniture with sliding doors and an en-suite bathroom 
with a shower. 

Bedroom two has an en-suite shower room. Bedroom 
three has wood-effect flooring, while bedroom four has 
a built-in cabin bed with storage beneath. 

KEY FEATURES_ 

Detached family home 
Four bedrooms 

Two en-suite/main bathroom/guest WC 
Third of an acre gardens 
Close to town centre 


OSWESTRY £375,000 




Reopen&i bin Recycling 


Best prices paid for your scrap metal, 
copper & brass etc 

Immediate payment by cheque or cash card facility 

Redwither Road, Wrexham Industrial Estate LL13 9RD 


Tel: 01978 664060 • www.entrec.co.uk 
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Well appointed home 
sits in a cul-de-sac 


TETCHILL 

£289,000 


A well appointed detached four bedroom house, 4 
College Close, Tetchill, near Ellesmere is situated in 
a small cul-de-sac position with only five properties. 

It is located in a sought after village on the outskirts 
of Ellesmere. The property is on the market through JJ 
Dell & Co with a guide price of £289,000. 

The property is a well maintained detached dwelling 
traditionally constructed of brick under a slate roof 
having the benefit of oil fired central heating and 
double glazing. 

The home has a reception hall, living room, dining 
room and kitchen. There is also a utility. On the first 
floor is the master bedroom, ensuite, two further 
bedrooms and a fourth bedroom or study. 

Contact JJ Dell & Co on 01691 653437 and 680212. 



Stunning 

farmhouse 

enjoys 

superb views 

LLANRHAEADR 
£400,000 «< 


Clynog, Llanrhaeadr Ym 
Mochnant near Oswestry is 
a stunning Grade II listed 
farmhouse in an elevated 
position. 

It is for sale through Bowen 
Son & Watson at £400,000. 
The property is situated on the 
outskirts of the picturesque 
village of Llanrhaeadr-ym- 
Mochnant close to the 
confluence of the rivers Tanat 
and Rhaeadr in the stunning 
Berwyn Mountains. 

The property has a reception 
hall, music room, sitting room, 
dining room, kitchen lounge, 
kitchen, utility room, rear 
lobby, coal house, gallery 
landing, a loft storage room, 
integral garage, gun room, five 
first floor bedrooms, a family 
bathroom, five attic rooms, 
large gardens and an orchard/ 
paddock. 

Call Bowen Son & Watson on 
01691 652367. 



J. J. DELL 

& Co. 


CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


PONTFAEN, NR. CHIRK 

• Detached Victorian House In 
Delightful Rural Hamlet 

• OFCH&DG 

• Breakfast Kitchen With 
Dining And Living Area 

• Reception Room With 
Cellarage 

• Lounge And Sitting Room 

• Morning Room (Used as a 
Cinema Room) 

• Laundry Room 

• Four Bedrooms (Master 
En-Suite) 

• Two Bathrooms 

• Countryside Views 

• EPC Band -F 

JJD998 

GUIDE PRICE £649,995 



OSWESTRY 





• Period Three Bedroomed 
Semi-Detached House In 
Quiet Residential Area 

• Within Walking Distance 
Of Town Centre 

• GFCH And Period 
Features 

• Entrance Hall 

• Living Room 

• Dining Room 

• Kitchen 

• Bathroom 

• Cloakroom 

• Front Garden 

• Large Rear Garden 

• EPC Band - E 
JJD988 


GUIDE PRICE £174,950 


OSWESTRY 

• Grade II Listed Mid 
Terraced Town Cottage 

• Accommodation On 
Three Floors 

• In Need Of 
Improvement 

• Wealth of Period 
Features 

• Kitchen 

• Shower Room 

• Living Room 

• Bedroom 

• Store Shed 

• EPC Band - 
JJD1011 

GUIDE PRICE £60,000 



COED Y GO, NR. OSWESTRY 



• Five Bedroomed Converted 
Mill In Idyllic Location 

• Countryside Views 

• OFCH&DG 

• Renovated/Extended 
Accommodation Over 4 Floors 

• Entrance Hall 

• Breakfast Kitchen 

• Three Reception Rooms 

• Utility And Cloakroom 

• Five Bedrooms 

• Three Bathrooms 

• Workshop 

• Good Sized Gardens. Ample 
Parking. 

• EPC Band -D 


GUIDE PRICE £590,000 


GLYN CEIRIOG 

• Attractive Mid Terraced 
Property 

• Central Village Location 

• OCH&PVCDG 

• Living Room 

• Kitchen Diner 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Shower Room 

• Walk-In Wardrobe 

• Loft Room/Office 

• Front And Rear 
Gardens 

• On-Street Parking 

• EPC Band - E 
JJD978 



£140,000 


CHURCH STREET, OSWESTRY - TO LET 



• Most Attractive Grade II 
Listed Property 

• Short Distance From Major 
Retailers And Institutions 

• Bar/Restaurant/Cafe Venue 

• Town Centre Location 

• Busy Trading Position 

• Reception Area 

• Lounge And Bar 

• Beer Cellar 

• Function Room 

• Kitchen 

• Male/Female/Disabled 
Toilets 

• Flexible Terms To Be 
Agreed 

• EPC Band - 
JJD091 


RENT - £12,500 



GOBOWEN 



* Close Care Residential 
Bungalow 

* Minimum Age 55 Years 
» Attractive Purpose Built 

Complex 
► CH&DG 
» Lounge/Dining Area 

* Kitchen 

» Conservatory 
» Two Bedrooms 

* Rear Enclosed Yard And 


• Short Walking Distance 
From Office 

• EPC Band - F 
JJD887 


GUIDE PRICE £89,950 


DEVELOPMENT SITE - HENGOED 


* Site Extending To 0.8 
Acres 

* Property Occupied By 



OPP For Four 
Executive Dwellings 

• Outskirts Of Village 
Location 

• Open Views 
Across Surrounding 
Countryside 

• We understand Mains 
Electricity And Water 
Available 

JJD893 


£445,000 


OSWESTRY 


• Two Bedroom Semi- 
Detached Bungalow 

• Served By Regular Bus 
Service 

• OFCH. Upvc Windows 
And Doors 

• Entrance Hall 

• Living Room 

• Kitchen 

• Sun Room 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Bathroom 

• Car Port And Driveway 

• Front And Rear Gardens 

• EPC Band - E 
JJD1005 

GUIDE PRICE £155,000 



GOBOWEN 


• Close Care Residential 
Bungalow On Attractive 
Purpose-Built Complex 

• Minimum Age 55 Years 

• Semi-Rural Location 

• CH&DG 

• Kitchen 

• Large Lounge/Dining Area 

• Conservatory 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Bathroom & Cloakroom 

• Integral Garage 

• Short Walking Distance 
Of Day Room 

• EPC Band - E 
JJD982 

GUIDE PRICE £104,950 



PROPERTIES REQUIRED 

• All Types Of Properties Required 

• Competitive Commission Rates 

• Pay Up Front Or On Completion Options Available 

• Prominent Office Location 

• Full Sales Negotiation And Support 

• Contact Us To Arrange No Obligation Visit 

_ JJD000 


OSWESTRY (01691) 653437 - (01691) 680212 
















































RICS 

^ ^ The mark of 


property professionalism worldwide 


Bowen Son 
and Watson 


Chartered Surveyors 
Auctioneers & Valuers 
Estate & Letting Agents 


Unique coverage across Shropshire, North, t Mid UJales and into Ch.esh.ire 


Thinking of selling? 
Contact your local office today 


Oswestry 

01691 652367 

35 Bailey Street, Oswestry. SY11 1PX 
oswestry@bowensonandwatson.co.uk 


Ellesmere 

01691 622534 

Old Town Hall, The Square, 

Ellesmere, SY12 OEP 
ellesmere@bowensonandwatson.co.uk 


Wrexham 

01978 340000 

1 King Street, Wrexham. LL11 1HF 
wrexham@bowensonandwatson.co.uk 


Llangollen Chirk 

01978 860346 01691 772443 

34 Castle Street, Llangollen, LL20 8RT 2 Church Street, Chirk, 
llangollen@bowensonandwatson.co.uk Wrexham. LL14 5HA 

chirk@bowensonandwatson.co.uk 



• 3 bedroom detached bungalow with 
landscaped gardens & small paddock 

• Set in an elevated position 
overlooking the Tanat Valley 

• Situated between the popular 
villages of Penybontfawr and 
Llanrhaeadr. 

t.The property has been extensivley 


updated over the past 5 years 

• Landscaped gardens, a small 
paddock and a Detached garage 

• With adjoining Utility/Storage Room 

• Propane Gas Central Heating & 
uPVC Double Glazing 

• Cavity wall insulation throughout 


• An impressive 5 Bedroom Bam 
Conversion 

• Set within a quiet location on the 
outskirts of the village of Morda 

• Hallway, Lounge, Kitchen/Dining Room, 
Utility Room 

, • Inner Hallway, Bedroom 2 with En-suite 
3 further Bedrooms and Bathroom 


• Master Bedroom with En-suite 
Bathroom 

• Gas fired central heating and timber 
double glazing throughout. 

• Raised decking area and fenced terrace 

• The grounds extend to the rear of the 
barn with a large lawned area and 
mature shrub borders. 


• A truly unique 4 bedroom Semi- 
Detached Country Cottage 

• Set within large well maintained 
gardens 

• Spectacular views over the 
Shropshire countryside 

• Dining room/Living Room 


• Kitchen, Utility Room, Cloakroom 

• Lounge, Bathroom 

• Four bedrooms and Shower room 

• uPVC double glazing and oil fired 
central heating 

• Gardens, Garage and workshop 


NO CHAIN 
A well presented one bedroom ground 
floor apartment 
Located in a quiet location 
In the former grounds of High Lea 
House, off Llanforda Rise. 

Hallway, Lounge, Kitchen 
bedroom and bathroom 


»■ 





• NO CHAIN 

• 2 Bedroom Mid-Terrace House 

• In need of modernisation, 

• Situated within walking distance 
town centre 

• Lounge, Dining Room, Kitchen & 
Utility Room 


• 2 Bedrooms and bathroom 

• Enclosed rear garden 

• Partly double glazed windows 

• An Ideal First Time or Investment 
Purchase 

• EPC Rating Awaited 


• Well presented spacious Edwardian 
terraced house 

• With many period features 

• Within walking distance of the town 
centre and local amenities 

• Lounge, Dining Room, Kitchen 

• Cellar, first floor landing 


• 3 Bedrooms 

* Bathroom and Attic Room 

» Gas fired central heating throughout 

• Enclosed courtyard garden 

* EPC Rating E (50) 


• An immaculately presented 2 
bedroom semi-detached house 

• Situated within the popular hamlet 
of Park Hall 

• Entrance Hall, Lounge, Dining Room. 
Conservator/ 

• Kitchen, Utility Room and Cloakroom 
t.2 good sized bedrooms and 


Bathroom 

• An enclosed rear garden with mature 
shrub borders and patio area 

• Gas Fired central Heating and uPVC 
Double Glazing throughout 

• EPC Rating D (64) 


• An excellent residential development 
opportunity located in the popular 
village of Gobowen 

• Extending to 0.12 acres (0.04 ha) or 
thereabouts 

• Having outline planning permission 
for the erection of one detached 

Vdwellina. 



• A delightful 3 bedroom detached 
dormer bungalow 

• Which has been maintained to a high 
standard by the current owners 

• Situated in the village of Llynclys with 
views over open countryside 

. • Entrance Hall, Living Room, Dining 
YRoom. Sitting Room _ 


• Kitchen/Diner, Utility Room, Study 
and Bathroom. 

• To the 1st floor two bedrooms with 
en-suites & further 3rd bedroom 

• Good sized garden with an outdoor 
BBQ area, summerhouse & garage 

• UPVC double glazing throughout and 
oil central heating 


• NO CHAIN 

• A rare opportunity to purchase an 
attractive 3 Bedroom Family Home 

• Occupying a generous plot within 
easy walking distance of Oswestry 
town centre 

• Hallway, Lounge, Dining Room and 

^Kitchen with Pantry 


• Two Double Bedrooms, one Single 
Bedroom and a Bathroom 

• Ample off road parking and an 
enclosed rear garden 

• Gas central heating and double 
glazing are installed throughout 

• EPC Rating E (39) 


• A substantial Detached 4 Bedroom 
Family Home with Double Garage 

• Situated in the popular village of 
Trefonen. 

• This well presented property enjoys a 
sought after position 

• Entrance Hall, Cloak Room, Lounge, Sun 
^ Room, Dining Room 


• Study, Kitchen/ Breakfast Room, Utility 
room, galleried first floor landing 

• Master Bed with Dressing Rm & En- 
Suite, 3 further Double Beds & Family 
Bathrm 

• Off road parking, double garage and 


• Oil central heating and double glazing. 


• NO CHAIN - a well appointed 2 
Bedroom First Floor Apartment in 
Regent Court 

• A purpose built retirement complex 
with modern amenities within the centre 
of town 

• Entrance Hall, Bathroom, Lounge, Dininc 

^ Room, Kitchen _ 



• NO CHAIN- An immaculately 
presented 3 bedroom mid-terrace 
property 

• Entrance Hall, Lounge, Dining Room 

• Newly fitted Kitchen and Utility Room 

• 3 Bedrooms and a newly fitted 
Bathroom 


• Recently re-wired, damp course 
fitted, decoration, new carpets 

• Newly fitted uPVC double glazed 
windows and doors throughout. 

• Gas Fired Central Heating. EPC 
Rating D (64) 


Oswald’s Well lane 
Oswest 


• A spacious 4 bedroom detached 
dormer bungalow 

• Situated within walking distance of 
the Market Town of Oswestry. 

• Lounge, Kitchen/Diner, Utility Room, 
Dining Room, 

• Study/Bedroom Four and Downstairs 
^Bathroom. 


£285,000 ■Liverpool Road 



• Three Bedrooms and Family 
Bathroom. 

• Gas fired central heating and uPVC 
double glazing 

• Good sized gardens with views over 
the Brynhafod playing fields 

• EPC Ratig C (70). NO CHAIN 


A spacious Edwardian 4 Bedroom End- 
of-Terrace House 
Situated within an established 
residential location 

The property has been maintained to a 
high standard 

Entrance Porch, Entrance Hall, Lounge, 
Living Room 


• Kitchen, Utility, Sun Room & ground 
floor Shower Rm 

• 3 Double Bedrooms & 1 Single 
Bedroom 

• Further Sun Room and Family Bathroom 

• Enclosed courtyard and garage. 

• Gas central heating and double glazing. 
EPC Ratinq E (40) 


• A residential plot located in the 
picturesque village of Chirk Bank 
extending to 0.04 acres or thereabouts 
with outline planning permission for 
the erection of one detached dwelling 

• The site is located within walking 
distance of the Shropshire Union 

VjCanal and the Chirk Aqueduct 



• spacious 4 bed detached cottage 

• Situated in the Hamlet of 
Babbinswood 

• Ent Hall, Cloaks, Lounge/Dining Rm 

• Kitchen, Utility, Snug & Conservatory 

• Two en-suite bedrooms 

• 2 further Bedrooms & Family Wet Rm 


• Extensive lawned garden with hedge 
surround 

• Patio area & side driveway to Double 
Garage 

• UPVC double glazing throughout 


• A 4 Bedroom Nineteen Century Stone 
Cottage 

• Extending to 3 acres (or thereabouts) 
and a range of useful outbuildings. 

• Lounge, Dining Room, Kitchen, 
Conservatory 

, • Utility Room, Study/bedroom and 
V. Shower Room _ 


• 4 good sized bedrooms and a Family 
Bathroom 

• Range of building including a Garage, 
Stable Boxes 

• Store shed and Farm Buildings/Dutch 
Barn (currently not in use) 

• The land is split into 4 even sized 
paddocks 


• A spacious 2 bedroom semi¬ 
detached bungalow 

• Entrance Hall, Lounge, Kitchen, 
Dining Room 

• Shower Room and 2 Bedrooms 

• An enclosed garden mainly laid to 
lawn 


• Driveway to the side 

• Gas Fired Central Heating and UPVC 
D/G 

• EPC Rating D (62) 

• NO CHAIN 


• Well appointed 1/2 Bed First Floor 
Apartment 

• Purpose built retirement complex 

• Entrance Hall, Lounge, Dining Area/ 
Bed 2 

• Kitchen, Bedroom and Bathroom 

• 24 hour resident secretary facility, 
^communal lounge & garden 



ISIAEA 


View all our properties at 

bowensonandwatson.co.uk 


<*) Market ^ rightmove 


co.uk 
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Detached house has 
superb valley views 


GARTH 

£374,950 


An individual detached house with valley views and 
first floor open plan living, Tyn-Y-Pistyll at Garth, 
Glyn Ceiriog, comes with a large timber decked 
area, landscaped gardens and woodland. 

It is for sale through Morris Marshall & Poole at 
£374,950. Briefly the property comes with three 
bedrooms, a shower room and a bathroom. 

A turning timber-built staircase rises up from the 
entrance hall to the upper level lobby with a tiled floor 
and external door to the rear. Access leads through 
to the living area which has a multi-fuel stove fitted to 
the slate built fireplace, being dual aspect with a large 
picture window to the rear and concealed radiators. 

Contact Morris Marshall & Poole on 01691 679595 
for more information. 



17th century 
home offers 
highly flexible 
accommodation 


HOPE 

£725,000 «< 


Little Hope, at Hope, 

Leighton near Welshpool is a 
17th century cottage that has 
undergone a large extension. 

Currently run as a bed and 
breakfast business, its flexible 
layout means it also provides 
for two co-habiting families, 
with separate quarters. In 
a design which flows with 
exceptional clarity and focus 
as a property with an option 
for two halves, it is for sale 
through Balfours at £725,000. 

Nestled in the hamlet of 
Hope, Leighton is just two 
miles from Welshpool, with all 
necessary services to hand. 

It is located on the original 
Offa’s Dyke and sits within an 
acre of garden and grounds 
in an elevated position on 
Long Mountain. The result is a 
magnificent uninterrupted vista 
across open countryside - a 
true wow. 

Contact Balfours on 01743 
353511. 


SALES 

ENQUIRIES PLEASE TELEPHONE 01743 353511 

www.balfours.co.uk 


B alfour s 

PROPERTY PROFESSIONALS 



A 17th century Grade II timber framed residence in an elevated position 
with detached barn, set in mixed grounds 

Porch, Hall, Snug, Inglenook Room, Dining Room, Kitchen Dayroom, 
Ground Floor Bedroom, Ground Floor Bathroom, Cellar Four Upstairs 
Bedrooms, 3 En Suites, Cloakroom, Barn, Stable, Hayloft, Rear Store and 
Pig Sty, Garage, Cattle Byre, Log Store, Small Garage 


A modern house on the edge of Ruyton XI Towns with far reaching 
panoramic views to the west across Shropshire and into Wales 

Entrance Hall, Kitchen / Dining Room, Sitting Room, Study, Downstairs 
Bathroom, Downstairs Bedroom 4, Sun Lounge, Bedroom I with Balcony, 
Bedroom 2 with En Suite,Two Further Bedrooms, Family Bathroom, Cellar 
Garage, Summer House, EPC Rating D 


A 3 bedroom semi-detached cottage with separate annex and four car 
garage in semi-rural location 

Side Porch, Hall, Living Room, Kitchen, Dining Room, Study, Conservatory, 
Ground Floor Bedroom 3, En Suite Shower Room, 2 First Floor Bedrooms, 
Bathroom, EPC Rating E, Annex with Shower Room, 4 Car Garage, 
Workshop, Garden Office, Garden Room 


CRAVEN ARMS 


HEREFORD 


LONDON 


SHREWSBURY 


www. ba If ou rs.co.u k 
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MORRIS MARSHALL & POOLE 


with norman lloyd 


www.morrismarshall.co.uk 

Chartered Surveyors | Auctioneers | Estate Agents 

Established 1862 

r^htmov* ZOOpta (•) it Market ^ RICS 



Free Pre-Sale Valuations 

With years of combined experience and a track record of many 100’s of 
property sales in and around Oswestry, our property sales team can 
ensure you get the very best price for your home. 

As you would expect from a leading local company our advice is free and 
without any obligation or pressure - so call us today. 


Martin Moore 


MIRPM MNAEA MARLA 


01691 679595 Roger Lunt FRICS FNAEA FARLA 



40 Walford Road, Oswestry 


£137,500 


Detached town bungalow in need of 
some refurbishment. Convenient for 
town centre amenities. Two bedrooms 
and bathroom. Gas-fired central 
heating, double glazed, Detached 
garage and ample off road parking. 
Gardens to front and rear. No onward 
chain. EPC Rating = 56(D) 


Oswestry Office 01691 679595 








8 Jubilee Terrace, Llansantffraid 


O.I.R.O £75,000 

Two bedroom end terrace house in need of 
modernisation. Village location about 8 miles from 
Oswestry. Enclosed garden and brick outside store 
and WC. First floor bathroom. Solid fuel heating. EPC 
Rating = G (1 1) 


Oswestry Office 01691 679595 


Five bedroom detached House. 
Excellent location with attractive 
outlook. Two bedrooms with en-suites. 
Main bathrooms on first and second 
floors. Lounge with french doors to 
attractive garden. No Onward Chain. 
EPC Rating = 73(C) 


Oswestry Office 01691 679595 




38 Upper Brook Street 


£82,500 


A one bedroomed terraced town 
cottage. Well located within easy reach 
of the town centre. Gas-fired central 
heating and feature radiant fire to the 
lounge. Rear pedestrian access to the 
rear garden and outhouse. Available 
with on onward chain. Ideal investment 


purchase. EPC Rating = 40(E) 





Bryn Awel, Middleton Rd 
Oswestry £210,000 


Detached family house. Two receptions, kitchen/ 
breakfast, g/ floor shower. Three bedrooms 
and family bathroom. Gas-fired central heating, 
double glazing. Ample off road parking, detached 
workshop. EPC Rating = 45(E). 


Oswestry Office 01691 679595 


22 Mandir Close, Oswestry 


£157,000 


Much larger than first impressions 
suggest, an extended and improved 
three bedroom family home which 
was built around 2010 and which is 
beautifully presented and has been 
carefully maintained throughout. EPC 
Rating = 82(B) 


Oswestry Office 01691 679595 




Old Rectory Cottage, Llanymynech 


£ 210,000 


Attractive individual character cottage- 
style property affording part of the 
original Rectory. Lounge, kitchen/ 
dining, cloakroom, utility, 3 bedrooms. 
Oil C/H, double glazing. Attractive well 
maintained gardens. Detached garage, 
office space, on-site parking. Centrally 
located in the well served village. EPC 
Rating: 47(E) 


Oswestry Office 01691 679595 





64 Penybryn Avenue 
Whittington £135,000 


Established 3 bedroom semi-detached house idea 
for first time buyers or a young family, located on a 
cul-de-sac just 3 miles from Oswestry Town Centre. 
Double glazed windows, gas central heating, 
gardens to front and rear with ample off-road parking 
to the side. Some updating and improvement work is 
required. EPC Rating = 52(E) 

Oswestry Office 01691 679595 


Residential Properties To Let 


OSWESTRY 

Self-Contained G/Floor Bedsit. Elec Heaters, FTE, No Pets (EPC = 25) (£340 deposit) .£240 pcm 

1 Bed 2nd Floor Flat, Electric Heaters, FTE, No Pets (EPC = 32) (£425 deposit).£325 pcm 

2 Bedroom Mid Terrace, Gas C/H, FTE, No Pets (EPC = 58D) (£520 Dep).£420 pcm 

3 Bed Dorma Bungalow, Gas C/H, FTE, No Pets, (EPC = 50E) (£850 Dep).£750 pcm 

GOBOWEN 

2 Bed 1st Floor Flat, Electric/Heating, FTE, No Pets (EPC=73C) (£425 deposit).£325 pcm 

LLANSANTFFRAID 

3 Bedroom Semi-Det Bungalow, Oil C/H, FTE, No Pets, (EPC = 58D) (£595 deposit).£495 pcm 

2 Bedroom New Semi-Det House, LPG Gas/H, FTE, No Pets, (EPC= 82B) (£595 deposit).£445 pcm 

2 Bedroom New Semi-Det House, LPG Gas/H, FTE, No Pets, (EPC= 82B) (£625 deposit).£475 pcm 

PENYBONTFAWR 

3 Bedroom Det House, Oil C/H, FTE, No Pets, EPC = 64D) (£695 deposit).£595 pcm 

HALTON, CHIRK 

3 Bed Semi-detached, Oil C/H, FTE, NO Pets (EPC=33F) (£700 Deposit).£600 pcm 


Fees: Application Fee: £40 Per Applicant - Lease Fee: £150 


Aberystwyth 01970 625020 

London 0203 368 3986 

Newtown 0 1 686 626 1 60 

Tywyn 01654 710388 

Bishops Castle 01588 63851 1 

Lettings Centre 01686 626160 

Oswestry 01 691 679595 

Welshpool 01938 554818 

Llanidloes 01686 412567 

Machynlleth 01654 702472 

Rhayader 01597 739994 

Aberdyfi (window display) 
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Dormer bungalow 
enjoys views over 
open countryside 

LLYNCLYS 

£ 295,000 


This delightful three-bedroomed detached dormer 
bungalow, Cynhynfa at Llynclys near Oswestry, 
has been maintained to a high standard. 

It is situated in a quiet location of the village of 
Llynclys with views over open countryside. Having 
double glazing and oil central heating, it is now for 
sale through Bowen Son & Watson at £295,000. 

Its flexible living accommodation briefly comprises 
an entrance hall, living room, dining room, sitting 
room, kitchen/diner, utility room, study and 
bathroom. 

To the first floor there are two bedrooms with 
en-suites and a further third bedroom. Outside, the 
property has a good sized garden with an outdoor 
and BBQ area, a summerhouse and garage. 

Llynclys is a small village in Shropshire, in the 
civil parish of Llanyblodwel. It lies north of Pant 



well placed for access to the towns of Shrewsbury, 
Welshpool and Oswestry. 

In more detail its entrance hall has wood-effect 
laminate flooring and a door into the living room. This 
has parquet wood block flooring and a glazed door 
into the dining room. 

The dining room has laminate flooring, built-in 
cupboards with lights and display shelving. 

The kitchen diner has a full range of fitted oak units, 
with a utility off. There is also a study and bathroom. 

A further living room features a solid fuel log burner 
in a brick surround fireplace with raised brick and 
oak top for a TV display. It has dual aspect views to 
the front and side elevations. 

Call Bowen Son & Watson on 01691 652367. 



Detached 
country cottage 
has many 
original features 

LOWER HENG0ED 
£ 425,000 »> 


In a highly sought after 
rural location, Denmark 
Cottage at Lower Hengoed, 
is a stunning, south facing 
detached four-bedroomed 
country cottage with many 
original features. 

Also having three reception 
rooms, two bathrooms and a 
downstairs cloakroom/WC, 
it is for sale through Town & 
Country at £425,000 with no 
chain. 

The property is located 
in a popular sought-after 
rural location with beautiful 
countryside walks and views. 

The current owners have 
affectionately decorated 
throughout, creating a 
comfortable and enjoyable 
home to spend time in. 

The entire outside of the 
house was decorated/painted 
last summer, as was the 
garage. Inside the property is 
recently redecorated, too. 

Contact Town & Country on 
01691 679631. 




Modern house 
has exceptional 
views from its 
sun lounge 

RUYT0N XI TOWNS 
£ 495,000 «< 


Sundawn is a modern house 
with exceptional westerly 
views across Shropshire and 
on towards Wales, set on 
the edge of the ever popular 
Ruyton XI Towns village. 

It is for sale through Balfours 
estate agents at £495,000. 
Sundawn is as fresh and crisp 
as its name suggests - due 
to the wow factor of westerly 
views from the sun lounge. 

This five bedroom home 
which includes one ground 
floor bedroom and bathroom 
is tucked two miles off the 
A5 offering easy routes to 
Oswestry, Shrewsbury, the 
Midlands and North West. 

It has five bedrooms, an 
entrance hall, a kitchen/dining 
room, a sitting room, a study, a 
utility, a downstairs bathroom, 
a downstairs bedroom four, 
a sun lounge, bedroom one 
with a balcony, bedroom two 
with an en-suite, two further 
bedrooms, a family bathroom, 
ample storage, a cellar, a 
garage and a summer house. 

Contact 01743 353511. 























































illegal rave advice is issued to farming community 


FARMERS and landowners are being urged 
to be vigilant over trespassers with fears that 
illegal raves and other gatherings could take 
place. 

Dyfed-Powys Police is asking farmers and 
local landowners to be on the alert over the 
next few months. 

Officers say people should look out for warn¬ 
ing signs of any illegal gatherings planned for 
their land over the summer and have asked 
members of their communities to also contact 
them if they noticed anything suspicious. 


Social media has helped fuel the number of 
illegal gatherings that take place, often in the 
countryside. 

This week police said that gatherings - such 
as illegal raves - can cause considerable anxiety 
to the community. 

They warned that, if they are not dealt with 
swiftly, they are difficult to stop or otherwise 
control, due often to the sheer numbers of peo¬ 
ple involved and the safety aspects surrounding 
breaking up such an event. 

Superintendent Robyn Mason said: “There is 


little doubt that these type of events are very 
well planned, organised and that local knowl¬ 
edge is important in drawing down the main 
group to a particular ‘vulnerable’ field, or area 
of land which has been targeted previously as a 
suitable venue.” 

He said farmers, landowners and local com¬ 
munities were being encouraged to report any 
suspicious activity immediately to the police. 

“This may be an unusual numbers of vehi¬ 
cles, especially camper vans, vans or trucks 
in the locality, illegal trespassers who may be 


doing ‘recce’ of sites in advance of the event,” 
he said. “I can assure local communities that 
police will take the appropriate action to deter 
illegal gatherings and deal robustly with any 
criminal offences discovered or disclosed.” 

“People might ask landowners about the 
availability of sites, in the guise of hiring for ap¬ 
parently acceptable activities such as gymkha¬ 
nas and scouts/guides events,” he said. Anyone 
who is concerned or who sees any suspicious 
activity is asked to contact Dyfed Powys Police 
on 101. 



Use of force 
by police is on 
the increase 


THE number of occasions police have 
used force to deal with suspects has 
increased by nearly 300, new figures 
have revealed. 

The latest police “use of force” statistics, 
which are released every three months, 
also show that tasers were used by officers 
13 times on suspects between January and 
March this year. 

Force marksmen also aimed guns at suspects on 
15 occasions over the three months. 

No shots were fired during these incidents, the 
figures show. 

The total number of incidents West Mercia Po¬ 
lice dealt with during the latest period was 59,127. 

That is down on the previous quarter, when 
there were 64,294. 

For January to March force was used in 1,299 
incidents, up on the October to December figures 
where 1,024 uses of force were recorded - less than 
one per cent of all incidents dealt with. 

The latest figures show that tasers were drawn 
42 times, and used on 13 occasions. 

Spit hoods were used 27 times by officers. 

Officers used CS spray 80 times and police dogs 
were used 35 times, with suspects bitten on five 
occasions. 

The figures also revealed a rise in assaults on 
police officers. 

The report says 137 were attacked over the space 
of the three months. 

A spokesman for West Mercia Police said that 
force is only used in rare occasions where it is a 
necessity. 

He said: “Each day we respond to thousands of 


By Dominic Robertson 


incidents across the communities we serve as we 
fulfil our role of upholding the law and keeping the 
peace. 

“The vast majority of these matters are resolved 
without requiring any form of conflict. 

“However, on very rare occasions there is a ne¬ 
cessity for our officers to use force to safely diffuse 
a situation in order to protect people from harm. 

“Use of force tactics include an officer taking 
hold of someone’s arm, using handcuffs, deploying 
a police dog and using a baton, irritant spray, taser 
or firearm. 

“Our vision and values articulate that we are 
committed to protecting people from harm; this is 
underpinned by our code of ethics in being open 
and accountable for our actions. 

“Therefore where use of force actions are taken a 
record is made and people can find figures relating 
to these incidents on our website. 

“In all of our interactions we have a duty to act 
professionally and only use force that is reasonable, 
justifiable and proportionate for the circumstances. 

“These interactions must also be in accordance 
with the principles provided by the code of ethics: 
accountability, fairness, honesty, integrity, leader¬ 
ship, objectivity, openness, respect and selflessness. 

“It is important to recognise that each use of 
force incident involves a unique set of circum¬ 
stances, with the officer’s decision-making based 
on a suspect’s actions.” 

The spokesman added: “Throughout any inci¬ 
dent our officers continuously reassess the circum¬ 
stances and adjust their response as appropriate to 
the evolving situation.” 


Stephen Kenyon with pupils from Llansantffraid Primary School 


CHILDREN at Llansantffraid Prima¬ 
ry School are enjoying a new playhouse 
thanks to a donation from rural insurer 
NFU Mutual. 

Local NFU Mutual agent Stephen 
Kenyon, from the Welshpool office, recently 
visited the school to see the new playhouse 
in action. 

NFU Mutual helped to fund this project 
through its Community Giving Fund. 

The school was in need of a playhouse to 
provide shade, and a little haven for imag¬ 
inary play, and NFU Mutual stepped in to 
help. 

A Llansantffraid Primary School spokes¬ 
woman said: “We are all so grateful to the 
NFU Mutual grant which has enabled us to 
purchase this fabulous Wendy house for our 
pupils to enjoy. 

“Our local agent at NFU Welshpool, 
Stephen Kenyon, kindly made us aware 
of the NFU Community Giving Fund, and 
through our application we were fortunate 


to receive a generous amount of £250 to¬ 
wards the cost of a Wendy house which 
now takes pride of place on our school play¬ 
ground. 

“We’d like to thank Steve and NFU Mu¬ 
tual for this fantastic support.” 

Mr Kenyon, senior partner at NFU Mu¬ 
tual Welshpool, was very pleased to visit 
children at the school to see the playhouse 
in action. 

He added: “The NFU Mutual Commu¬ 
nity Giving Fund was set up in 2005 to 
support local community and educational 
initiatives. Grants are offered to support 
the running costs of various projects and 
services and I made Llansantffraid Pri¬ 
mary School aware of this grant and in re¬ 
turn they have been able to purchase this 
wonderful Wendy house that the children 
can now enjoy. As an agent for NFU Mu¬ 
tual, it is a great pleasure to see how our 
business provides valuable support to local 
communities.” 


Popularity of online shopping 
sees more vans on the roads 


MORE vans have taken to the 
region’s roads in recent years 
due to an increase in online 
shopping, new figures have re¬ 
vealed. 

Official statistics show that 
there is an increase in vans 
across the whole of Shropshire 
and Mid Wales. 

Since 2012, 1,942 more vans 
have been registered in Powys, 
an increase of 10 per cent with 
almost 16,500 vans registered in 
total. 


In Telford & Wrekin there 
have been 1,151 more vans regis¬ 
tered, most of them powered by 
diesel, an increase of 15 per cent 
with about 8,689 registered in 
the area. 

No figures are available for the 
Shropshire Council area, but it 
is thought to mirror the upward 
trend. 

Online shopping has helped to 
fuel the rise in van use, with par¬ 
cel deliveries up and supermar¬ 
kets now taking internet orders 


and taking groceries to the door. 

The increase in vans has out¬ 
paced the growth in the number 
of cars in the area since 2012, 
with 10 per cent more cars now 
on the road than six years ago. 

In Powys that number has also 
increased more than cars, with 
five per cent more cars on the 
road as people increasingly shop 
from the comfort of their sofas. 

The large majority of the new 
vans on the road are diesel pow¬ 
ered. 


Caravan application made as show approaches 


AN application has been launched to house 80 caravan pitches 
for this year’s Royal Welsh Show. 

The application was recently submitted to Powys County 
Council by a farm in Builth Wells, TW Jones and Son. 

It will see a number of extra pitches installed to be used over 
the show period. 

The show attracts farmers and spectators from across Wales, 
the UK and overseas. 

The application is specifically for a change of use for the ex¬ 
tension to an existing caravan site for 80 caravans to be used 
for a 10-day period. 

It has been validated by the council’s planners, but it is un¬ 


clear whether the application will need to go to the committee 
stage, or if it will be dealt with by a planning officer. 

Local areas are often turned into makeshift caravan sites be¬ 
cause of the sheer number of people who attend the show, which 
this year will run from Monday, July 23 to Thursday, July 26. 

A host of other places to stay in and around the area will 
already have been booked up well in advance, along with car¬ 
avans. 

The sheer number of people staying in the area was recently 
outlined when an appeal was launched for people to open up 
their homes to street pastors who are this year attending the 
festival. 


This year’s festival has taken much planning, which began as 
early as last year. 

A lot of the new safety and planning measures stemmed from 
the tragic death of young farmer James Corfield, who was found 
dead in the River Wye after an extensive search. 

A number of safety measures including fencing, CCTV and 
lighting have been added to the site as organisers try to prevent 
any such tragedy happening at this year’s event. 

The show itself will see the cream of the crop in farming and 
agriculture recognised. 

On average the show sees just under 250,000 people visit 
every year. 


Holiday park 27 
bid is rejected 
by planners 

PLANS for a holiday park on the edge of 
a village near Oswestry have been turned 
down. 

Shropshire Council has refused planning 
permission for a 19 lodge park on land in 
Henlle Lane, Gobowen by Walker Shep¬ 
pard Construction Ltd. 

In a report to planners, the company said 
the two and a half acre site, a former tip, 
had a history of planning applications and 
appeals relative to a gipsy and traveller site 
with the owner and his family currently 
living there. 

The report said that the site was close 
to a golf club, spa and leisure hotel and a 
garden and retail centre. 

The village and train station was within 
walking distance and the entrance to the 
site was just half a mile from the A5. 

“Walker Sheppard Construction has 
been involved in both the housing and car¬ 
avan leisure industry since 1990 building 
all over Shropshire,” the report said. 

“The holiday chalet park would accom¬ 
modate 19 chalets one of which would be 
used as manager’s accommodation and 
office/reception. The proposal would help 
support the local economy through in¬ 
creased custom for local services and would 
boost tourism attractions in the local area 
and beyond. It would complement the ex¬ 
isting facilities near to the site.” 

Decision on 
lagoon scheme 
is under fire 

A WELSH politician and former Mont¬ 
gomeryshire parliamentary candidate has 
hit out at the UK government for turning 
down a tidal lagoon power scheme. 

Plans to build the first tidal power lagoon 
off Swansea Bay at the cost of £1.3 billion 
have been thrown out by the Westminster 
government. It said the project was not 
value for money, despite claims by devel¬ 
opers Tidal Lagoon Power (TLP) a revised 
offer made it cheaper. The decision has 
been slammed by local politicians across 
the parties, including the Conservatives. 

The scheme off Swansea Bay had £200m 
backing from the Welsh Government, but 
UK government said it would not pay TLP 
the fee it wants for energy. 

TLP claimed no talks have taken place 
for more than a year and said supporters of 
the project have vowed to do what they can 
to make it a reality. Welsh Lib Dem leader 
Jane Dodds has hit out at the decision, 
which came on the same day MPs voted for 
a third runway to be built at Heathrow Air¬ 
port. Mrs Dodds, who twice challenged for 
the Montgomeryshire parliamentary seat, 
said: “So angry the Conservatives have 
cancelled the Swansea Tidal Lagoon. 

“They can find £14 billion for Heathrow 
expansion but not making Wales a world 
leader in renewables and GreenEnergy?” 

Few tickets left 
for group outing 

A FEW tickets are still available for 
Oswestry & Border History & Archaeology 
Group’s main outing this year. 

The event is an all-day visit to Hereford¬ 
shire. 

The visit will take place on Saturday, 

July 14. 

A guided tour of the unique Kilpeck 
Church and its famous carvings in the 
morning will be followed by an optional 
lunch at the Kilpeck Inn. 

In the afternoon, the coach will go on to 
Hereford where there will be a guided tour 
of the cathedral and the new exhibition 
centre containing the chained library and 
the world famous Mappa Mundi. 

The coach departs Oak Street Car Park 
in Oswestry at 8am and will be returning 
at 6.30pm. 

Tickets, advance booking required, cost 
£25 and the cost of lunch not included. 

To book a place, people can contact Dave 
Stirling on (01691) 688503 or email stir- 
lings@ waitrose. com 

Full details of Oswestry & Border His¬ 
tory & Archaeology Group’s lectures and 
visits can be obtained from Oswestry 
Library, the group’s website at http:// 
oswestry.histarch.uk, by phoning the sec¬ 
retary on (01691) 661793 or by emailing 
obhag@histarch.uk. 
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Students and staff at college now enjoying 
the benefits of £550,000 funding investment 


28 Safety award 
presented to 
storage firm 

A FAMILY-owned cold storage business has 
won a food storage and distribution federa¬ 
tion award for an outstanding contribution 
to health and safety by a company. 

The award acknowledges an initiative, 
project or a new product which enhances 
the food storage and distribution indus¬ 
try’s health and safety record and has been 
awarded to Cold Move in Oswestry. 

The business, which has been running 
for 50 years and employs 52 people, was 
recognised for its safe systems of work and 
a rigorous risk assessment programme, 
along with a safety culture led from the 
top, and a management team who discuss 
safety every day. 

Cold Move has been RIDDOR free at its 
Oswestry site for over five years - this is an 
industry leading performance. 

The award which was presented to Cold 
Move was collected by Simon Williams, 
general manager at the annual FSDF 
lunch which was held at Fishmongers 
Hall in London. Simon said: “We are ab¬ 
solutely delighted with this award, which 
is recognition of years of hard work by our 
dedicated team. To go five years RIDDOR 
free is unheard of in our industry. Health 
& Safety is something we as a business are 
passionate about, and we encourage our 
team to be participative in safety issues on 
a daily basis.” 

Report reveals 
the impact of 
organisation 

A SHROPSHIRE recycling and resale 
centre has published its most recent envi¬ 
ronmental and social impact report, high¬ 
lighting the organisation’s contribution to 
the local area over 12 months to the end of 
April 2018. 

Reviive specialises in the resale of do¬ 
nated household furniture and electrical 
goods through its recycling and upcycling 
centres in Oswestry and Shrewsbury. 

As a social enterprise or community in¬ 
terest company it aims to protect the en¬ 
vironment, provide young people and the 
long-term unemployed with employment 
opportunities through apprenticeships, 
work placements and volunteering, sup¬ 
port local community groups and assist 
previously homeless people to access furni¬ 
ture at affordable prices. 

Last year Reviive collected 511 tonnes - 
30,778 items - of furniture and electrical 
goods including 415 sofas, 450 white goods 
and 249 beds and mattress. 

A total of 447 tonnes were reused and 
recycled and 491 tonnes of C02 emissions 
were prevented. 

A total of 286 furniture packages were 
put together to furnish the homes of people 
in need. 

Recognised as an organisation that pro¬ 
vides supportive employment for people 
with disabilities, it has helped 14 people 
into permanent employment. 

The organisation provided 31 volunteer 
work placements and also six apprentice¬ 
ships. 

Spotlight set to 
go on meadows 

NATIONAL Meadows Day, dedicated to 
celebrating and protecting vanishing wild- 
flower meadows and the wealth of wildlife 
they support, will take place on Saturday. 

National Meadows Day events including 
wildflower walks, scything workshops, pic¬ 
nics and tai chi. 

Events will take place across England, 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland on 
National Meadows Day. 

Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust’s 
“Magic Meadows” event is one such cel¬ 
ebration, a rare opportunity to discover 
a Local Wildlife Site’s wet meadow near 
Dolanog. 

Running from 2pm to 4pm on Saturday, 
people can join the site owner to learn 
about the site management and the special 
wildlife which lives there. 

Booking is essential. For more infor¬ 
mation, head to www.montwt.co.uk or call 
(01938) 555654. Experts say flower-rich 
meadows are increasingly rare and threat¬ 
ened. More than 97 per cent of our mead¬ 
ows that existed in the 1930s have since 
been eradicated - that’s a loss of 7.5 million 
acres of wild flower grassland. 


STUDENTS and staff at North Shropshire 
College (NSC) are enjoying the benefits of a re¬ 
cent £550,000 funding package. 

The funding came from the Marches Local 
Enterprise Partnership (LEP). 

The investment is being used to upgrade the 
college’s IT equipment across its campuses and 
has already greatly improved the equipment 
available to support students in the classroom. 

The Marches LEP is a partnership of 
business, education and local authorities 
throughout Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin 
and Herefordshire, and is focused on driving 
accelerated economic growth in these regions 
through investment in innovation, business, 
housing and higher level skills. 

College principal Ian Peake said: “We are ex- 


Report by Aimee Jones 


THE majority of children starting a 
new school in Shropshire and Tel¬ 
ford in September have been ac¬ 
cepted into their first choice, fig¬ 
ures have shown. 

New figures from the Department for 
Education show that 93 per cent of chil¬ 
dren beginning either primary or second¬ 
ary education in Shropshire will be join¬ 
ing their preferred school. 

In Telford, the figure is slightly lower at 86 
per cent. 

Karen Bradshaw, director of children’s ser¬ 
vices at Shropshire Council, said there is a 
growing pressure for primary school places 
right across England. 

There were 2,722 applications for pre-school 
children to join reception in one of Shropshire’s 
primaries. 

Of those, 95 per cent were accepted into their 
first choice, and 99 per cent were accepted into 
one their three preferred options. 

Ensure 

Mrs Bradshaw said: “We continue to ensure 
that a very high percentage of pupils will be 
going to their first preference of primary school 
in 2018. 

“There is pressure for primary school places 
across England, and whilst we are not expe¬ 
riencing the same level of pressure, there are 
some areas of Shropshire where this is the case. 

“There are sufficient secondary school places 
for pupils across the local authority. 

“Shropshire Council’s admissions team 
works hard to ensure that as many children 
as possible are able to attend their preferred 
school.” 

The data shows that of the 2,830 children in 
Shropshire who applied to start year seven in 
one of the area’s secondary schools, 92 per cent 
are heading to their first choice. 

Meanwhile in Telford & Wrekin, there were 
2,055 applications for pre-school children to 
join reception and of those, 95 per cent were 
accepted into their first choice, and 98 per cent 
were accepted into one of their four preferred 
options. 

Councillor Shirley Reynolds, Telford & Wre¬ 
kin Council’s cabinet member for employment, 
education and lifelong learning, said: “These 
figures compare very favourably with last 
year’s figures, when 96 per cent were offered 
a preferred school and 95 per cent were offered 
their first preference.” 


PIANO Week, an international festival and 
summer school, is to hold its third consecutive 
residency at Moreton Hall School near Oswest¬ 
ry. 

It will run between July 23 and August 4. 

Following on from the success of the inau¬ 
gural Easter edition which took place at the 
school only a few months ago, the festival direc¬ 
tors are thrilled to announce that the 13-strong 
faculty of international concert pianists along¬ 
side the world-renowned guest artist Stephen 
Kovacevich will be giving daily evening recitals 


Report by Jonny Drury 


tremely grateful to the Marches LEP for this 
substantial capital investment, which provides 
North Shropshire College with state-of-the-art 
learning technologies, a transformation that 
will directly benefit our students.” 

Systems 

Among the many new systems and devices 
being installed are 26 Promethean ACTIV 
panel touchscreens bringing students the latest 
interactive display technology. 

The are also Apple iMac computers and Le¬ 
novo all-in-one desktop PCs for the art and 
computer science departments and new laptops 


JOHN Lennon’s sister will be the first person 
ever to be honoured as the day president for 
Llanfest, the finale day of the Llangollen Inter¬ 
national Musical Eisteddfod. 

There has been a long tradition of day pres¬ 
idents being honoured at the week-long Ei¬ 
steddfod. 

Day presidents are invited to the event to 
recognise the ongoing work they do in spread¬ 
ing the message of peace and goodwill, which 


at the school’s Musgrave Theatre at 7.15pm. 

Tickets for all performances are available for 
purchase directly on the festival’s website at 
www.pianoweek.com/whats-on and people will 
also have a chance to gain last-minute admis¬ 
sion on the door. 

The list of performers includes Stephen 
Kovacevich from the USA performing on July 
28, and both festival directors Samantha Ward 
from the UK and Maciej Raginia from Poland 
as well many other award-winning concert pi¬ 
anists. 


and charging trolleys for the Oswestry and Wal- 
ford Learning Resource Centres. 

The existing network and wifi infrastructure 
at the college has also been upgraded, providing 
a faster and more secure experience for visitors, 
staff and students. 

As well as upgrades to larger IT systems, the 
college has also invested in large scale printers, 
a 3-D printer and new tablets to increase the 
productivity of its apprenticeship department. 

These will also provide a more interactive 
learning experience for students studying 
equine and animal care courses. 

There is also a new state-of-the-art JES- 
DIGIT1 diagnostic system for motor vehicle 
students to use during their practical work. 

Henry Nurdin, information systems control- 


is at the heart of the event. Llanfest is the final 
Sunday of the international Eisteddfod festi¬ 
val, which started on Tuesday and has perfor¬ 
mances from Alfie Boe and Van Morrison. 

Llanfest has evolved into a modern mix of 
rock, pop and indie music, including bands 
such as the Manic Street Preachers and this 
year’s headliners, indie-pop legends the Kaiser 
Chiefs. 

Julia Baird will be joining Liverpool’s iconic 


This year the festival will also welcome a 
prominent writer, author, educator and pianist 
Melanie Spanswick amongst its faculty. 

Organisers say Piano Week is a chance to ex¬ 
perience classical music of the highest calibre. 

With multiple residencies in the UK, Italy, 
Germany and China in 2018 this UK-born 
touring classical music enterprise is en route 
to become one of the major household names 
amongst piano festivals in the country and 
overseas. The course part of Piano Week, which 
runs simultaneously to the festival, is open to 


ler at North Shropshire College, said: “This 
project has allowed the college to make a sub¬ 
stantial investment in our IT infrastructure 
that will future-proof our learning environment 
for many years to come, and give our student 
body the benefits of cutting edge tools and tech¬ 
nology.” 

Information 

For more information, or to apply for courses 
starting in September, people can visit www. 
nsc.ac.uk or call the college’s admissions team 
on (01691) 688080. 

The college is also holding a range of taster 
workshops throughout the summer. 

For more information, or to book, people can 
email admissions@nsc.ac.uk or call (01691) 


The Cavern Club at Llanfest on Sunday, which 
is hosting a special pop up stage for the first 
time, bringing its resident musicians to Llan¬ 
gollen. 

Julia is a director of The Cavern Club. 

She said: “It’s a great honour to be chosen as 
an International Eisteddfod Day President. I 
truly believe in the ethos of this festival, which 
brings together different cultures from around 
the world to celebrate peace and friendship.” 


participants of any age and ability and forms 
an intensive programme of master classes, 
performances and one-to-one lessons, offering 
pianists of all age and ability an opportunity 
to study with a distinguished international fac¬ 
ulty of concert artists, pedagogues and educa¬ 
tors who hail from around the world. 

Limited ad hoc lessons with the Piano Week 
faculty may be available for the audience mem¬ 
bers who secure their places early. Applications 
for Piano Week’s autumn edition at Moreton 
Hall will soon be open. 


Vast majority of children get 
places at first choice school 


John Lennon’s sister to be Llanfest day president 



Julia Baird, John Lennon’s sister, will be day president for Llanfest, the finale day of the Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod 


Piano week festival returns to school for third time 













Farm blaze on edge of town sparks asbestos alert 



A barn was gutted on the farm by the blaze which could be seen from a wide area 


Thick black smoke could be seen during the worst of the farm fire 


SCHOOLS and homeowners were told to stay 
indoors and close their windows after a large 
fire gutted a barn and caused a suspected as¬ 
bestos leak. 

A number of fire crews were called to a farm 
on Gobowen Road in Oswestry as thick black 


smoke filled the air on the outskirts of the 
town. 

The road from the A483 into the town was 
shut as crews tackled the blaze in the barn. 
Police at the scene confirmed there was a sus¬ 
pected asbestos leak, with fire officials urging 


locals to stay indoors due to the amount of 
smoke. 

Two crews from Oswestry attended along 
with one from Shrewsbury, as firefighters bat¬ 
tled the flames throughout Thursday morning 
last week. 


At one stage crews had to move further into 
Oswestry to get water, due to a broken water 
hydrant in Gobowen Road. Traffic began to 
build in the town throughout the morning, as 
the road remained closed with firefighters mak¬ 
ing the scene safe. 



Looking cool - a rainbow of colours at the event A fundraiser smiles through the colours This runner is just enjoying the fun - despite the cloud of colours following him 


Report by Lucy Todman 

THEY looked like they had had 
a wonderful time, but as many 
of the participants in this year’s 
Oswestry Colour Run made their 
way back to their cars, there was 
only one question on their minds 
- how were they not going to 
transfer the rainbow colours on 
to their seats? 

Doused from head to foot in paint 
of every colour, the hundreds of visi¬ 
tors to the British Ironwork Centre on 
the outskirts of Oswestry were raising 
money for Macmillan Cancer Support. 

Organised by Clive Knowles, owner of 
the ironworks, the race had taken the place 
of the Oswestry Half Marathon which was 
held last year. 

Runners on the 3K course made their 
way past a giant gorilla made of spoons, gi¬ 
raffes, zebras and birds before heading out 
to the neighbouring fields, where they were 
liberally doused with paint by a gaggle of 
Girl Guides. 

Kate Thomas, fundraising manager for 
Macmillan Shropshire, said she was over 
the moon at the number of people taking 
part. 

“We have got around 1,250 people run¬ 
ning,” she said. “I’m really pleased with 
how it has gone. 

“We came to see Clive last year to ask if 
he would be interested in holding a colour 
run and he was delighted. 

“We were overwhelmed with how quickly 
it sold out. 

“It has been great.” 



Clouds of colours hit the fundraisers 



There is a smile in there somewhere as the runners enjoy the fun 



Participants are covered from head to toe in colour 
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Call made 
to artists 
by gallery 

QUBE Gallery in Oswestry is calling for 
artist submissions to its most popular 
annual event, the Qube Open Art Com¬ 
petition. 

This increasingly popular event at¬ 
tracts artists from across the country, 
with entries reflecting a set theme. Art¬ 
ists are encouraged to submit work in any 
medium from acrylic, textiles, bronze and 
collage to digital media and photography. 

This year’s theme for the competition 
is Our Planet and it is already proving a 
popular title. 

Qube arts officer Charlotte Jackson 
said: “People seem to really like the Qube 
Arts Open, probably because it’s so inclu¬ 
sive. Anyone can apply and because it’s 
judged by an independent panel, poten¬ 
tially anyone can win.” 

The winner of the competition stands 
to win a cash prize of £500, with a runner 
up People’s Choice Prize of exclusive gal¬ 
lery hire for a month in 2019. 

An exhibition of shortlisted entries will 
be held at Qube from September 6 to Oc¬ 
tober 15 and the winner of the Best in 
Show prize will be announced at a prize 
giving evening at the beginning of the ex¬ 
hibition. 

The final day for entries is July 31. Fur¬ 
ther details and entry forms are availa¬ 
ble from Qube reception, on the website 
at www.qube-oca.org.uk or by emailing 
art@qube-oca.org.uk. 

Qube Gallery is located on Oswald 
Road, Oswestry and is open Monday to 
Friday 9am to 5pm and Saturdays 9.30am 
to 12.30pm with free admission. 

Route flagged 
up for bus 
promotion 

BUS Users Shropshire (BUS) and Shrop¬ 
shire Council have joined forces with Ar- 
riva to promote the many benefits of bus 
travel during the sixth annual national 
Catch the Bus Week. 

Running this week, Catch the Bus 
Week is an industry-wide initiative sup¬ 
ported by sustainable transport group 
Greener Journeys. 

Donning giant green promotional foam 
hands, the group once again got together 
to highlight the important role that bus 
routes play in keeping communities con¬ 
nected - pinpointing the scenic 576 route 
between Oswestry and Shrewsbury as a 
prime example of a service which delivers 
benefits for commuters and leisure-seek¬ 
ers alike. 

Jack Grove, operations manager for Ar- 
riva Shropshire, said: “The 576 is a won¬ 
derful route which winds its way through 
the most delightful villages, hamlets and 
countryside in Shropshire. 

“It provides a gateway for people to 
sample the finest cobbled streets, mar¬ 
kets, cafes, country pubs and crafts, 
whilst also offering a link to the bigger, 
more commercial hotspots of Shrewsbury 
and Oswestry.” 

Open evening 
was a success 

THE Marches School’s recent open event 
for the next intake of pupils and their 
parents was a success. 

Year four and five pupils and their par¬ 
ents and carers attended the event at the 
school in Oswestry and were treated to a 
tour of the facilities and witnessed a va¬ 
riety of lessons across the departments. 

Headteacher Alison Pearson gave talks 
to everybody in attendance explaining 
how children are placed firmly at the cen¬ 
tre of what the school do. She said: “The 
Summer Open Evening proved to be a 
massive success and it was wonderful to 
see the future waves of students that will 
be attending the school in years to come. 

“We would like to thank everyone who 
attended and we look forward to meeting 
new students at our next open evening in 
September.” 

The next open evening will be on Sep¬ 
tember 20. 
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Mrs Brown’s Boys 

9.15pm 

Agnes fears her family is planning to 
send her to a nursing home, when in 
fact it is Spartacus the dog who is set to 
be sent away. Comedy, starring 
Brendan O’Carroll. 



Behind the Candelabra 

11.30pm 

Biopic of pianist Liberace, following his 
secret five-year relationship with a 
younger man. Directed by Steven 
Soderbergh and starring Michael 
Douglas and Matt Damon. 



Bear’s Mission with Rob 
Brydon 

9.15pm 

Adventurer Bear Grylls teaches the 
comedian some alternative survival 
skills, starting with an open-door 
helicopter ride. 



The World’s End 

10.25pm 

Five childhood friends reunite for a pub 
crawl in their home town, only to 
stumble on a threat to the entire human 
race. Sci-fi comedy, with Simon Pegg 
and Nick Frost. 



Britain’s Greatest Magician: 
Paul Daniels 

7.40pm 

Documentary revisiting the highlights of 
Paul Daniels’ decades-long career as a 
TV magician, via interviews with his 
friends, family and admirers. 


BBC1 

1 1 

BBC2 


ITV 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 


In the event of live football not being 

shown, the following schedule is subject 
to change. 

6.00 Breakfast. 

10.00 Saturday Kitchen Live. Matt Tebbutt is 
joined in the kitchen by singer Curtis 
Stigers, and chefs Josh Katz and Jane 
Baxter. Oily Smith selects the perfect 
wine to accompany the dishes made in 
the show. 

11.30 Simply Nigella. Recipes include dairy- 
free chai muffins and Asian-flavoured 
short ribs, while an informal supper for 
friends features home-made, oven- 
baked fish tacos, and a salted 
chocolate tart. (R) 

12.00 BBC News; Weather. 

12.15 Wimbledon 2018. Sue Barker 
introduces live coverage of day six at 
the All England Club, featuring third- 
round matches in the men’s and ladies’ 
singles. Roger Federer - on his way to 
an unprecedented eighth Wimbledon 
title - and three-time champion Novak 
Djokovic were both in imperious form 
on Centre Court at this stage last 
summer, with Federer defeating 
Germany’s Mischa Zverev 7-6 (7-3), 6-4, 
6-4 and Djokovic brushing aside Latvian 
Ernests Gulbis 6-4, 6-1,7-6 (7-2). 
Canadian Milos Raonic, who was 
defeated by Andy Murray in the 2016 
final, secured his place in the second 
week with a 7-6 (7-3), 6-4, 7-5 win over 
Spaniard Albert Ramos Vinolas, joining 
the likes of Dominic Thiem, Sam 
Querrey and Alexander Zverev in round 
four. 

2.30 MOTD Live: FIFA World Cup 2018. 

Sweden or Switzerland v Colombia or 
England (Kick-off 3.00pm). Coverage of 
the third quarter-final at Samara Arena, 
as the knockout stage of the prestigious 
tournament continues. 

5.15 Wimbledon 2018. Sue Barker presents 
further live coverage on day six of the 
Grand Slam tournament, featuring 
matches in the bottom half of the men’s 
singles draw and top half of the ladies’ 
draw. 

6.10 BBC News. 

6.20 Midlands Today; Weather. 

6.30 MOTD Live: FIFA World Cup 2018. 

Russia v Croatia (Kick-off 7.00pm). 

Gary Lineker presents coverage of the 
fourth quarter-final at Fisht Stadium in 
Sochi, as the semi-final line-up is 
completed. 

9.15 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Agnes fears her 
family is planning to send her to a 
nursing home, when in fact it is 
Spartacus the dog who is set to be sent 
away. Comedy, starring Brendan 
O’Carroll. (R) 

9.45 BBC News; Weather; National Lottery 
Update. 

10.05 FILM: Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015). 

The superheroes battle a robot created 
to protect the world, who intends to 
wipe out the human race. Sci-fi 
adventure sequel, with Robert Downey 
Jr and Chris Hemsworth. 

12.15 MOTD: FIFA World Cup 2018 Replay. 
Another chance to see either the third 
or fourth quarter-final fixture, which took 
place at Samara Arena and Fisht 
Stadium, respectively. 

2.00 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

2.05 BBC News. 


6.40 Marrying Mum and Dad. Three best 
friends plan an inflatables-themed 
wedding. 

7.10 Officially Amazing Goes Bunkers. 

Whirling wake-surfing, hair-raising 
base-jumping and a record involving a 
human skipping rope. 

7.40 The Dengineers. The team comes to 
the aid of 12-year-old Will, who had to 
give up playing rugby to have 
chemotherapy, but is seeking a place to 
keep him in the game beyond sitting on 
the sidelines. (R) 

8.10 Naomi’s Nightmares of Nature. Naomi 
Wilkinson finds out about nature along 
the Pembrokeshire coast, and kayaks 
the caves and coves in search of the 
UK’s biggest meat eater. (R) 

8.40 Deadly Dinosaurs with Steve 
Backshall. Steve’s search sees him 
chomp through a car like a T-rex, wield 
an axe like an Allosaurus and hitch a 
ride in Britain’s biggest tank to 
showcase the Spinosaurus’s size and 
power. (R) 

9.10 David Attenborough’s Natural 
Curiosities. Creatures that spin and 
weave. (R) 

9.30 Second Chance Summer: Tuscany. 

The group enjoy their last few days 
together on the La Banditaccia farm, 
before reflecting on what they have 
learnt about themselves during their 
stay. Last in the series. (R) 

10.30 Athletics: Diamond League Lausanne 
Highlights. The Athletissima. Gabby 
Logan introduces action from the eighth 
meeting of the season, which took 
place at Stade Olympique de la 
Pontaise in Lausanne, Switzerland. 

11.30 Wimbledon 201 8 . Sue Barker presents 
live coverage on day six of the Grand 
Slam tournament, featuring matches in 
the bottom half of the men’s draw and 
top half of the ladies’ draw. 

8.30 Today at Wimbledon. Clare Balding 
introduces highlights of the sixth day’s 
play at SW19, where the line-up for the 
last 16 was set to be decided. 

9.30 RHS Hampton Court Flower Show 
2018. Carol Klein reveals what to plant 
for instant results, Arit Anderson has 
ideas for outside spaces, and Adam 
Frost explores howto create privacy in 
a garden. Last in the series. 

10.00 Joanna & Jennifer: Absolutely 

Champers. Absolutely Fabulous duo 
Joanna Lumley and Jennifer Saunders 
explore the Champagne region of north 
eastern France to find out how their 
characters’ favourite tipple is made. (R) 

11.00 Absolutely Fabulous. A new boyfriend 
boasting a selection of lost Beatles 
recordings makes Eddie think she has 
hit the big time. Elton John and Robert 
Lindsay guest star. (R) 

11.30 FILM: Behind the Candelabra (2013). 

Biopic of pianist Liberace, following his 
secret five-year relationship with a 
younger man. Directed by Steven 
Soderbergh and starring Michael 
Douglas and Matt Damon. 

1.20 FILM: Populaire (2012). A woman with 
a gift for typing catches the eye of an 
advertising executive, who trains her for 
a speed typing contest. Comedy, 
starring Deborah Francois. 

3.05 This Is BBC2. Preview of upcoming 
programmes from BBC2. 


In the event of live football not being 

shown, the following schedule is subject 
to change. 

6.00 CITV: Sooty 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 

Gruesome Kids 6.20 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids 6.35 Dino Dana 6.50 
Mission Employable 6.55 The 
Oddbods Show 7.05 Ninjago: 
Tournament of Elements 7.30 The 
Haunted Hathaways 7.55 Drop Dead 
Weird 

8.25 I TV News. 

8.30 Zoe Ball on Saturday. With guests Jo 
Brand and London Hughes, plus live 
music from Catherine McGrath. 

9.25 James Martin’s American Adventure. 

The chef rides his motorbike through 
the coastal city of Santa Cruz, 

California. He shops at local farmers’ 
markets before cooking his recipes on 
an artichoke farm. 

9.55 Who’s Doing the Dishes? Former X 
Factor contestant Jake Quickenden 
throws a dinner party for four strangers 
who have to guess the identity of their 
mystery celebrity host. Hosted by Brian 
McFadden. (R) 

10.55 The Best of the Voice Worldwide. 

Highlights of the various worldwide 
editions of the singing competition. 

11.55 I TV News and Weather; Weather. 

12.00 I TV Racing: Live from Sandown. 

Coverage of the 2.10 Coral Eclipse 
Stakes from Sandown Park, and further 
races at 12.20, 12.55 and 1.30. Plus, 
races from 12.35,1.10 and 1.45 at 
Haydock Park. 

2.30 FIFA World Cup 2018. Sweden or 
Switzerland v Colombia or England 
(Kick-off 3.00pm). Coverage of the third 
quarter-final at Samara Arena, as the 
knockout stage of the prestigious 
tournament continues. 

5.15 Catchphrase. Stephen Mulhern hosts 
the game show in which three 
contestants guess the familiar phrases 
hidden in animated clues, before one of 
them plays to win £50,000. (R) 

6.00 ITV News and Weather. 

6.15 ITV News Central; Weather. 

6.30 FIFA World Cup 201 8 . Russia v Croatia 
(Kick-off 7.00pm). Mark Pougatch 
presents coverage of the fourth quarter¬ 
final at Fisht Stadium, Sochi, as the 
semi-final line-up is completed. 

9.15 Bear’s Mission with Rob Brydon. 
Adventurer Bear Grylls teaches the 
comedian some alternative survival 
skills, starting with an open-door 
helicopter ride up into the mountains of 
Rob’s native Wales. (R) 

10.00 ITV News and Weather; Weather. 

10.20 FILM: The Bourne Identity (2002). An 
amnesiac man pulled from the sea by 
the crew of a fishing boat is targeted by 
assassins as he tries to discover who 
he is. Thriller, starring Matt Damon and 
Franka Potente. 

12.40 Jackpot247. Viewers get the chance to 
participate in live interactive gaming 
from the comfort of their sofas, with a 
mix of roulette-wheel spins and lively 
chat from the presenting team. 

3.00 Mr Selfridge. Harry is thrown when 
Nancy announces they should keep 
their relationship professional, Mr Grove 
continues to shun Miss Mardle, and 
Violette catches the eye of a French 
count. (R) 


6.15 Swansea Half Marathon. Action from 
the 2018 staging of the race. 

6.45 The King of Queens. Doug is forced to 
sign his parents’ will. (R) 

7.10 The King of Queens. Doug and Carrie 
meet their neighbours. (R) 

7.35 Everybody Loves Raymond. Robert 
decides to propose to Amy. (R) 

8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. Ray 
disciplines the twins. (R) 

8.30 Frasier. The shrink arranges a date for 
Daphne. (R) 

9.00 Frasier. Niles prepares for the demands 
of fatherhood. (R) 

9.30 The Big Bang Theory. Sheldon decides 
to make new friends. (R) 

10.00 The Big Bang Theory. Priya asks 

Leonard to spend less time with Penny. 

(R) 

10.25 The Big Bang Theory. Sheldon’s online 
gaming account is hacked. (R) 

10.55 Formula 1 British Grand Prix Practice 
3 Live. The 10th round of the season 
continues. 

12.25 FI Meets Toto Wolff. An interview with 
the head of Mercedes AMG Petronas 
motorsport. (R) 

12.55 Formula 1 British Grand Prix 
Qualifying Live. Coverage of the 
qualifying session at Silverstone (Start¬ 
time 2.00pm). 

3.50 Location, Location, Location. Kirstie 
Allsopp and Phil Spencer search for two 
homes in Birmingham. (R) 

4.50 A Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. 

Seeking a home in the Cinque Terre 
region of Italy. (R) 

5.35 Escape to the Chateau: DIY. Angel 
Adoree advises two Brits on how to 
make their wedding business work. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Great Rail Restorations with Peter 

Snow. In the concluding episode, all 
four of the restored carriages are finally 
brought together to create a ’Time 
Train’, representing 100 years of railway 
history. Last in the series. 

8.00 FILM: The Second Best Exotic 

Marigold Hotel (2015). Retirement 
home owner Sonny sets out to expand 
his empire, but must impress an 
investor’s hotel inspector to do so. 
Comedy drama sequel, with Dev Patel 
and Maggie Smith. 

10.25 FILM: The World’s End (2013). Five 
childhood friends reunite for a pub 
crawl in their home town, only to 
stumble on a threat to the entire human 
race. Sci-fi comedy, with Simon Pegg 
and Nick Frost. 

12.30 Ramsay’s Hotel Hell. Gordon Ramsay 
visits a dog-friendly hotel in urgent need 
of help. (R) 

1.20 The Big Narstie Show. The grime MC 
and co-host Mo Gilligan present a late- 
night, alternative entertainment show, 
joined by celebrity guests to discuss the 
week’s news, TV and trends. (R) 

2.15 Hollyoaks. Omnibus. A special 
flashback episode focusing on James, 
looking back at moments in his life 
including his 16th birthday and landing 
his first role at law firm, Forbes Carney. 
(R) 

4.15 Selling Houses with Amanda Lamb. 

Three rival sellers in north London take 
design ideas from Amanda on how to 
improve their homes to try to clinch a 
sale from buyer Kelly. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess 6.10 
Wissper 6.20 Poppy Cat 6.30 
Milkshake! Monkey 6.35 The Secret 
Life of Puppies 6.40 Seaside Antics 
6.45 Oily the Little White Van 6.55 
Simon 7.00 Peppa Pig 7.05 Paw Patrol 
7.20 Thomas & Friends 7.30 Fireman 
Sam 7.45 Paw Patrol 8.15 Pirata & 
Capitano 8.30 Noddy: Toyland 
Detective 8.50 Floogals 9.00 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom 9.15 Shimmer 
and Shine 9.35 Digby Dragon 9.50 
Peppa Pig 9.55 Peppa Pig 

10.00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. The 

Turtles believe they have defeated their 
old enemies. 

10.35 Pets Make You Laugh Out Loud. 

Compilation of internet videos featuring 
animals. (R) 

10.55 Police Interceptors. Officer deal with 
young, reckless drivers. (R) 

11.50 Police Interceptors. A pursuit involving 
20 cars and two helicopters. (R) 

12.50 Nightmare Tenants, Slum Landlords. A 
tenant who stopped paying rent 
because she was in prison. (R) 

1.45 Bad Tenants, Rogue Landlords. A 
landlord whose tenant is refusing to 
leave so the flat can be sold. (R) 

2.45 Bargain-Loving Brits in the Sun. New 
arrivals Chris and Gary start looking for 
work. (R) 

3.45 Bargain-Loving Brits in the Sun. Chris 
and Gary arrive in Spain for a new life in 
the sun. (R) 

4.45 Rich House, Poor House. Families 
from West Yorkshire and Hartlepool 
swap places for a week. (R) 

5.45 5 News Weekend. 

5.50 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away! A debtor 
in Manchester deploys a range of 
stalling tactics on officers. (R) 

6.45 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away! The 
enforcement agents chase down a 
builder owing nearly £3,500 to a 
customer and head to south London to 
recover almost £10,000 from a debtor 
who acted as guarantor for a friend. (R) 

7.40 Britain’s Greatest Magician: Paul 
Daniels. Documentary revisiting the 
highlights of Paul Daniels’ decades- 
long career as a TV magician, via 
interviews with his friends, family, 
contemporaries and admirers. (R) 

9.00 TV’s 50 Greatest Magic Tricks. A 

countdown of illusions that have stood 
the test of time on the small screen, 
featuring Penn & Teller, Derren Brown, 
David Blaine, Paul Daniels and 
Dynamo. (R) 

11.50 Cricket on 5. England Women v New 
Zealand Women. Action from the 
opening one-day international in the 
three-match series, which took place at 
Headingley. 

12.45 SuperCasino. Viewers get the chance 
to take part in live interactive gaming, 
with a mix of roulette-wheel spins and 
lively chat from the presenting team. 

3.10 The A-Team. A restaurant owner is 
terrorised. (R) 

4.00 The A-Team. The gang takes on a 
cocaine-smuggling ring. (R) 

4.45 House Doctor. Transforming a dingy 
Cheltenham house. (R) 

5.10 Great Artists. Profile of Tiziano Vecellio, 
known as Titian. (R) 

5.35 Wildlife SOS. The work of an animal 
sanctuary. (R) 


Ticket 
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Antiques Roadshow 

8pm 

Fiona Bruce presents the show from 
Cardiff Castle, where items brought in 
to be valued include a jug given as a 
love token, an early Hockney print, and 
a signed Elgar score. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 

9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 

10.00 Sunday Morning Live. Topical debate 
covering religious, moral and ethical 
issues, with guest panellists and 
contributions from viewers. 

11.00 Sunday Politics West Midlands. The 
week’s events at Westminster, 
presented by Sarah Smith. Including a 
regional round-up. 

12.15 Bargain Hunt. Raj Bisram and Kate 
Bliss help two sets of friends searching 
for items at the Lincolnshire Antiques 
and Home Show. Charlie Ross presents 
and tries his hand as a wartime 
firefighter. (R) 

1.00 BBC News; Weather. 

1.15 Barry Davies: The Man, The Voice, The 
Legend. Sue Barker meets the 
commentator to look back at iconic 
moments from sporting events he has 
taken the microphone for. (R) 

2.00 Just Call Me Martina. Sue Barker 

presents a profile of former tennis star 
Martina Navratilova, documenting her 
achievements on the court in a 
professional career that spanned more 
than 30 years. (R) 

3.00 Escape to the Country. A couple 
search for a property in Shropshire. 

3.30 Money for Nothing. A team at the 
Bristol Upholstery Collective get to work 
on an old three-piece suite, while 
woodworking duo Josh and ON try to 
make something of an old oak beam. 

(R) 

4.15 Songs of Praise. The Christian origins 
of the YMCA. 

4.50 Attenborough and the Giant Elephant. 

The naturalist investigates the life of a 
Victorian elephant, supposedly the 
largest that ever lived, who became 
famous as part of PT Barnum’s circus. 
(R) 

5.50 Pointless Celebrities. Famous 
journalists take part in a special edition 
of the unorthodox quiz show. (R) 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Midlands Today; Weather. 

7.00 Countryfile. Ellie Harrison and Sean 

Fletcher explore the ground of 
Hampton Court Palace, home to the last 
working shire horses in London, which 
provide a natural alternative to 
machinery. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 

presents the show from Cardiff Castle, 
where items brought in to be valued 
include a jug given as a love token, an 
early Hockney print, and a signed Elgar 
score. 

9.00 Poldark. Grain prices rise, leaving the 
poor struggling to support their families. 
Ross makes a desperate gamble to 
help them, but is forced to compromise 
his principles. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Midlands Today; Weather. 

10.30 Celebrities on the NHS Frontline. Part 
two of two. Ann Widdecombe becomes 
bed manager at King’s College 
Hospital, Jonnie Peacock spends time 
on the children’s ward and Stacey 
Dooley works in the cardiac unit. (R) 

11.30 Reggie Yates’ Extreme Russia: Gay 
and Under Attack. The broadcaster 
travels to Russia. (R) 

12.25 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.30 BBC News. 



The Misadventures of Romesh 
Ranganathan 

9pm 

The comedian visits Ethiopia, 
experiencing local traditional medicine 
and jazz music, as well as learning 
more about the country’s regime. 


BBC2 


6.35 A to Z of TV Gardening. Carol Kirkwood 
looks at themes beginning with the 
letter A. (R) 

7.20 Glorious Gardens from Above. 

Christine Walkden takes to the skies 
above Cumbria. (R) 

8.05 Natural World: Heligan - Secrets of 

the Lost Garden. The secret lives of the 
wildlife inhabiting the popular Cornish 
tourist attraction, including foxes at 
play, toads mating and the badgers that 
enter the tea rooms at night. (R) 

9.05 Countryfile. Matt Baker and Margherita 
Taylor present the show from Dorset. 

(R) 

10.00 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. Matt 
Tebbutt presents highlights of the 
series. 

11.30 Hairy Bikers’ Best of British. Si King 
and Dave Myers explore the nation’s 
love of bread. (R) 

12.15 Rick Stein’s German Bite. The chef 
samples the best seafood from the 
north German coast. (R) 

1.15 Homes Under the Hammer. Properties 
in Shropshire, Liverpool and east 
London. (R) 

2.15 Garden Rescue. A steeply sloping 
garden in Burton upon Trent. (R) 

3.00 Mountain Lions - Big Cats in High 
Places: Natural World. Documentary 
following two mountain lion families in 
Wyoming. (R) 

4.00 Operation Grand Canyon with Dan 
Snow. Part two of two. The re-creation 
of a pioneering expedition. (R) 

5.00 Flog It! From the Pitville Pump Room in 
Cheltenham. (R) 

5.50 Mortimer & Whitehouse: Gone 

Fishing. Paul teaches Bob how to fly 
fish for rainbow trout in Derbyshire. (R) 

6.20 Strokes of Genius: Federer v Nadal. A 
look back at the 2008 Wimbledon 
men’s singles final, which saw Rafael 
Nadal triumph over Roger Federer in an 
epic five-set encounter that lasted for 
four hours and 48 minutes. 

8.00 Russia with Simon Reeve. The traveller 
witnesses a commemoration of the 
Second World War in the city of Irkutsk, 
and meets a Siberian community who 
worship a man claiming to be the 
reincarnation of Christ. (R) 

9.00 The Misadventures of Romesh 

Ranganathan. The comedian visits 
Ethiopia, experiencing local traditional 
medicine and jazz music, as well as 
learning more about the country’s 
oppressive political regime. 

10.00 Reporting Trump’s First Year: The 
Fourth Estate. Violence erupts in 
Charlottesville and President Trump 
fails to denounce white supremacists, 
before further stirring division by 
blaming the media for the nation’s 
problems. 

10.55 FILM: The Box (2009). A couple receive 
a box that will make them rich at the 
press of a button - but if they do so, 
someone will die. Sci-fi thriller, with 
Cameron Diaz and James Marsden. 

12.45 Sign Zone: Question Time. Topical 
debate from King’s Lynn, Norfolk, 
chaired by David Dimbleby. (R) 

1.45 Sign Zone: Holby City. Serena and Ric 
battle to save a familiar patient, and Jac 
makes an explosive return to work. (R) 

2.45 This Is BBC2. Preview of upcoming 
programmes from BBC2. 



The Chase: Celebrity Special 

7pm 

Jimi Mistry, Gemma Atkinson, Nadia 
Sawalha and James Cosmo answer 
general knowledge questions and work 
together to tackle quiz genius the 
Chaser and secure a cash prize. 



6.00 CITV: Sooty 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 

Gruesome Kids 6.20 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids 6.35 Dino Dana 6.50 
Mission Employable 6.55 The 
Oddbods Show 7.05 Ninjago: 
Tournament of Elements 7.30 The 
Haunted Hathaways 7.55 Drop Dead 
Weird 

8.25 I TV News. 

8.30 Zoe Ball on Sunday. With George Ezra 
and Frank Skinner. 

9.25 FILM: Problem Child (1990). A 

childless couple are horrified to 
discover their newly adopted son is an 
uncontrollable tearaway who causes 
chaos wherever he goes. Comedy, with 
John Ritter and Michael Oliver. 

10.55 The Best of the Voice Worldwide. 
Worldwide editions of the singing 
competition. 

11.55 Midsomer Murders. A man collapses 
and dies outside a pub after a fight with 
his brother-in-law, but suspicious burn 
marks on his forehead lead Barnaby 
and Scott to discover sinister family 
secrets. (R) 

1.55 ITV News and Weather; Weather. 

2.00 Catchphrase. Guessing game, hosted 

by Stephen Mulhern. (R) 

2.45 Tenable. Quiz, hosted by Warwick 
Davis. (R) 

3.45 Tipping Point: Lucky Stars. With guest 
contestants Matt Le Tissier, Andrea 
McLean and Steve Pemberton. (R) 

4.45 FILM: Despicable Me 2 (2013). A 
reformed criminal mastermind aids a 
secret agent in capturing one of his 
fellow evil geniuses. Animated comedy 
sequel, with the voices of Steve Carell 
and Kristen Wiig. 

6.30 ITV News and Weather. 

6.45 ITV News Central; Weather. 

7.00 The Chase: Celebrity Special. Jimi 

Mistry, Gemma Atkinson, Nadia 
Sawalha and James Cosmo answer 
general knowledge questions and work 
together to tackle quiz genius the 
Chaser and secure a cash prize for 
charity. (R) 

8.00 Vera. The detective investigates 

Newcastle’s drug underworld to 
discover the identity of a man found 
dead in the river, which leads her back 
to the site of a 13-year-old murder. (R) 

10.00 ITV News and Weather; Weather. 

10.20 Tommy Cooper Forever. First in a two- 
part tribute to the comedy magician, 
revealing how an act that started out in 
the desert during the Second World 
War went on to take the entertainment 
world by storm. (R) 

11.20 The Big Fish Off. Former athletics stars 
Linford Christie and Katharine Merry 
join team captains AN Hamidi and Dean 
Macey. (R) 

12.10 Jackpot247. Viewers get the chance to 
participate in live interactive gaming 
from the comfort of their sofas, with a 
mix of roulette-wheel spins and lively 
chat from the presenting team. 

3.00 Motorsport UK. Action from Oulton 
Park, featuring round 11 of the British 
F4 Championship and round eight of 
the Renault UK Clio Cup. With 
commentary by Richard John Neil. (R) 

3.50 ITV Nightscreen. Text-based 
information service. 

5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. The host 

invites guests to air their differences. (R) 




The Handmaid’s Tale 

9pm 

A sick baby tests Offred and Serena 
Joy. Meanwhile, Janine finally faces 
Naomi. Dystopian drama based on 
Margaret Atwood’s novel about a future 
American theocracy. 


Channel 4 


6.05 Motor Sport: Volkswagen Racing Cup. 

Action from the Brands Hatch Indy 
circuit. 

6.30 Motor Sport: FIA World Rallycross 
Championship. The World RX of 
Sweden. 

7.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. Ray does 
charity work at a hospital. (R) 

7.25 Everybody Loves Raymond. Amy and 

Robert’s parents finally meet. (R) 

7.55 Frasier. Martin’s favourite bar is set to 
be demolished. (R) 

8.25 Frasier. The shrink offends his listeners. 

(R) 

8.55 Bake Off: The Professionals. The 

semi-finalists face the unusual 
challenge of “live plating”. (R) 

10.00 Sunday Brunch. With Cliff Richard, 
Joanna Scanlan, Isy Suttie and Blake 
Harrison. 

1.00 Formula 1 British Grand Prix Live 

Build-Up. Previewing the 10th round of 
the season. 

1.40 Formula 1 British Grand Prix Live. 

Coverage of the 10th round of the 
season (Start-time 2.10pm). 

4.30 Formula 1 British Grand Prix Live 
Reaction. A review of the 10th round of 
the season. 

5.35 Bang on Budget. Creating a kitchen 
diner and a modern bathroom. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The Great British Germ Hunt. Kate 

Quilton and a team explore the invisible 
world of bacteria, as they conduct a 
series of unique experiments to find out 
why these germs are crucial for our 
health. 

8.00 Bake Off: The Professionals. Liam 

Charles and Tom Allen host the final of 
the culinary contest, in which the three 
remaining teams must prepare a lavish 
banquet display to serve 80 people. 

Last in the series. 

9.00 The Handmaid’s Tale. A sick baby tests 
Offred and Serena Joy. Meanwhile, 
Janine finally faces Naomi. 

10.10 World’s Tiniest Masterpieces. Profile 
of sculptor Willard Wigan, whose 
miniscule work can only be glimpsed 
through a microscope, as he creates a 
sculpture small enough to fit inside a 
human cell. 

11.05 FILM: The Eagle (2011). A Roman 

centurion and his British slave journey 
into the wilds of Scotland to recover the 
standard of a lost legion. Action 
adventure, starring Channing Tatum 
and Jamie Bell. 

1.20 The Last Leg. Adam Hills, Josh 

Widdicombe and Alex Brooker are 
joined by celebrity guests for a comic 
review of the significant moments of the 
past seven days. (R) 

2.15 The Secret Life of the Zoo. The zebras 
have a newcomer to their herd, and 
keeper Isolde comes up with an 
unusual plan to give the zoo’s three 
Komodo dragon sisters some much 
needed space from each other. (R) 

3.15 Gillette World Sport. Sailors Dylan 
Fletcher and Stuart Bithell give their 
guide to the 49er class. 

3.40 My Kitchen Rules. Scottish friends 
Jack and Phil provide a three-course 
meal. (R) 

4.35 Star Boot Sale. Melinda Messenger 
tries to raise money for charity. (R) 

5.05 Cheap Cheap Cheap. (R) 



Chuckle Time with the 
Chuckle Brothers 

8pm 

The comedy duo introduce this new 
clip-show, featuring the funniest fails, 
flops and falls uploaded to the internet, 
introduced from their own living room. 


Channel 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess 6.10 
Wissper 6.20 Poppy Cat 6.30 
Milkshake! Monkey 6.35 The Secret 
Life of Puppies 6.40 Seaside Antics 
6.45 Oily the Little White Van 6.55 
Simon 7.00 Peppa Pig 7.05 Paw Patrol 
7.20 Thomas & Friends 7.30 Fireman 
Sam 7.45 Rusty Rivets 8.00 Paw Patrol 
8.15 Pirata & Capitano 8.35 Noddy: 
Toyland Detective 8.50 Floogals 9.05 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom 9.20 
Shimmer and Shine 9.35 Digby Dragon 
9.55 Peppa Pig 10.05 Peppa Pig 

10.10 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. The 
heroes train their parallel universe 
selves. 

10.45 Pets Make You Laugh Out Loud 3. 

Compilation of internet videos featuring 
animals. 

11.05 Police Interceptors. Dog handler 

Darren tries to end a rooftop stand-off. 

(R) 

11.55 Police Interceptors. Paul engages in a 
high-speed pursuit through Stockton- 
on-Tees. (R) 

12.55 The Secret Life of Puppies: Terrible 
Twos. Part one of two. Following the 
early years of dogs’ lives. (R) 

1.50 The Secret Life of Puppies: Terrible 
Twos. Part two of two. Big Ron makes 
progress with his weight-loss 
programme. (R) 

2.50 FILM: Dirty Dancing (1987). Romantic 
drama, with Patrick Swayze and 
Jennifer Grey. 

3.50 Access. Showbiz news and gossip. 

3.55 FILM: Dirty Dancing (1987). 

Concluded. 

4.55 FILM: Maid in Manhattan (2002). A 

case of mistaken identity leads to 
romance between a hotel maid and a 
wealthy politician. Comedy, starring 
Jennifer Lopez, Ralph Fiennes, Natasha 
Richardson and Bob Hoskins. Edited 
for language. 

5.55 5 News Update. 

6.00 FILM: Maid in Manhattan (2002). 
Concluded. 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v India. Action 
from the final T20 of the three-match 
series, which took place at The 
Brightside Ground in Bristol. 

8.00 Chuckle Time with the Chuckle 

Brothers. The comedy duo introduce 
this new clip-show, featuring face plants 
and badly behaved fish. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 FILM: We’re the Millers (2013). A drug 
dealer recruits a fake family to give him 
a cover for moving a shipment of 
marijuana over the Mexican border. 
Comedy, with Jason Sudeikis and 
Jennifer Aniston. 

10.00 5 News Update. 

10.05 FILM: We’re the Millers (2013). 
Concluded. 

11.15 FILM: Hot Tub Time Machine 2 (2015). 

A group of friends travels into the future 
to solve a mystery after one of them 
gets shot by a mysterious stranger. 
Comedy, starring Rob Corddry and 
Craig Robinson. 

12.15 Access. 

12.20 FILM: Hot Tub Time Machine 2 (2015). 

Concluded. 

1.10 SuperCasino. Live interactive gaming. 

3.10 The A-Team. (R) 

4.00 Tattoo Disasters UK. (R) 

4.25 Tattoo Disasters UK. (R) 
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Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letters) to the right of the main grid to start you 
off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

E 

2 

M 

3 

Q 

4 

X 

5 

J 

6 

G 

7 

Y 

8 

P 

9 

B 

10 

s 

11 

N 

12 

13 

F 

14 

o 

15 

R 

16 

K 

17 

D 

18 

L 

19 

w 

20 

T 

21 

c 

22 

V 

23 

z 

24 

u 

25 

A 

26 

H 



i 

14 

N 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

o 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 



Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Look round for a 
way to throw a fight 
(4,5) 

8. He holds a round 
gardening tool (3) 

9. Valiant but open 
to still further 
suspicion? (11) 

11. Point behind the 
ship towards the 
sunrise (7) 

12. The Irish lost more 
than half of 
them (5) 

13. This state is too 
good to be true (6) 

15. How one should 
march on foot (6) 

17. It’s socially 
acceptable in 
workers - relatively 
speaking (5) 

18. They have to 
knock inside for 
treatment (7) 

20. Frozen to the core 
(4-7) 

22. It’s frequently 
poetical (3) 

23. Their charges will 
be small (9) 


Down 

2. We start with a 
feeling of wonder (3) 

3. An inspiration to 
entertain (5) 

4. Displaced unit go 
for a trip (6) 

5. Ant-bite upsets the 
foreigner (7) 

6. Most actors 
probably hope 
for it (3,4,4) 

7. A mundane 
subject (9) 

10. Breaks off an 
engagement? (11) 

11. Children are given it 
in different forms (9) 

14. Specifically used by 
diabetics (7) 

16. He’s mastered the 
art of eating out (6) 

19. Make sure your slip 
isn’t showing! (5) 

21. Everything started 
with her (3) 



Sudoku 


9 




7 




4 



6 

3 




5 
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9 
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3 
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7 
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Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Powerlessness (9) 

8. Possess (3) 

9. Leaning (11) 

11. Shorten (7) 

12. Smell (5) 

13. Multitudes (6) 

15. Contrivance (6) 

17. Reel (5) 

18. Misconception (7) 
20. Promotion (11) 

22. Revealed (3) 

23. In repose (9) 


Down 

2. Male (3) 

3. Attempted (5) 

4. Closer (6) 

5. Incident (7) 

6. Make firm (11) 

7. Meddle (9) 

10. Confirm (11) 

11. Coming to power (9) 
14. Transfer (7) 

16. Recompense (6) 

19. Ledge (5) 

21. Zero (3) 


Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Spaces; 8 Bureau; 10 Untried; 
11 Taper; 12 Edam; 13 Staid; 17 Liars; 18 Keen; 

22 Limit; 23 Avarice; 24 Vacant; 25 Punnet. 

Down: 1 Assumes; 2 Partial; 3 Relic; 4 Sustain; 

5 Deeps; 6 Outre; 9 Editorial; 14 Distant; 15 Designs; 
16 Invents; 19 Slave; 20 Smack; 21 Vague. 

QUICK - Across: 7 Choose; 8 Arbour; 10 Include; 

11 Vaunt; 12 Vast; 13 Score; 17 Hurry; 18 Lone; 

22 Loose; 23 Abridge; 24 Fasten; 25 Aspect. Down: 
1 Achieve; 2 Concise; 3 Issue; 4 Bravery; 5 Rogue; 

6 Trite; 9 Mercurial; 14 Quieten; 15 Soldier; 

16 Beneath; 19 Cleft; 20 Rouse; 21 Trust. 


Quiz 


Niner 


In which county is the ship-burial site 
Sutton Hoo? 

What is the edible fruit of the bush Ribes 
uva-crispa? 

Which English bridge was the world’s 
longest single-span suspension bridge 
when completed in 1980? 

Which Crazy Gang member was born 
Robert Winthrop? 

Where, in Norse mythology, did the 


principal gods live? 

6. Tony Blair’s wife Cherie is the daughter of 
which actor? 

7. Which town is the headquarters of the UK 
Civil Service Commission? 

8. Which bird’s ancient name was ouzel or 
ousel? 

9. What is the capital of Italy’s Lazio region? 

10. Of which branch of biology was Gregor 
Mendel a founder? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Ulysses; 2 Rockies; 3 Pulp Fiction; 
4 Rhode Island; 5 Zoroastrianism; 6 Chris 
Eubank; 7 The Derby; 8 United Artists; 9 
Stretford; 10 Gregory Peck. 

Niner: DEPORTING 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

154679 gives delicate, 

341189 gives delicate, 

3462 gives delicate. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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01691 

668 095/090/092 


MET 


3®ROD For all Drainage Issues Call Metro Rod 


For all Drainage Issues Call Metro Rod Tanker Services Metro Roo 


• Emergency Blockage Clearance • Drain Lining 

• High Pressure Water Jetting • Pre-Planned Maintenance 

• Electro-Mechanical cleaning 

• Tanker Jetting 

• Septic Tanks 


Colour CCTV Drain Surveys 

Root Removal 

Metro Vac Gutter Cleaning 


» Septic Tank Emptying •Commercial 

» Septic Tanks and Hazardous Waste 

Soakaways Installed • Interceptors 

» Repairs • Domestic 



* 24 % 

Tel: 07970 925790-07827 240404 or 01938 554050 | www.metrorod.co.uk/mid-wales-shropshire 



































































































































































When you are looking for carpets or other flooring it is essential that you get 
good advice. 

Like houses, you don't buy a carpet every day, but you do need to make wise choices. After 
all you are going to have to 'live' with your choices for literally years. 

This is where we at Powys Carpets we can help, as we are the local experts in floor coverings 
& take pride in a job well done. 

We offer products & services for Business and Home needs & over the years we have gained 
valued customers. 

Offering a wide range of flooring, not just carpets, we offer over 500 Vinyl's, Axminsters, 
Wiltons, Rugs, Remnants, Vinyl, Tiles, Contract Flooring & Natural Flooring. 

Here at Powys T^l I 

Carpets Ltd we believe 
this is The Right 
Choice to Make. 

Powys Carpets Ltd, 

17 Berriew Street, 

Welshpool. SY21 7SQ. 

01938 553345 



Mobilty Aids 


Property Renovation 



NEW CURVED 

From Only From Only 

£1245 £2795 

(Includes fitting and warranty) 


We Buy Back Stairlifts Up to £500 paid on 
Minivator, Acorn, Brooks. (Subject to survey and age) 

FREEPHONE 0800 096 5499 

£100 OFF ALL SERVICE CONTRACTS AT TIME OF PURCHASE 


OSWESTRY CABS 

Why pay more for door to door 

Locals - Long Distance 
Airports - Contracts 
Airport Shuttle Service 

Single journey to or from Oswestry 

Taxi Estate Minibus 5 to 
Car 4 Seats 8 passengers 

Manchester £59.00 £82.00 

Liverpool £59.00 £82.00 

Birmingham £82.00 £110.00 


Driveways & Patios 


VISITOURWEBSITE 
FOR MORE INFO: 

www.wyevaleproperty.com 
PHONE: 01691575456 
FREE PHONE: 0800 6121072 
EMAIL: info@wyevaleproperty.com 

SY108EL. 


W> 


Furniture Repairs 


Shrewsbury £50.00 £60.00 

Wrexham £45.00 £54.00 

Night Out Returns 
Taxi has 4 seats to 4 / 



01691 661663 


Upholstery 
and Repairs 

Specialist Service for all 
Antique, Traditional and Modern Furniture 

Call John forfriendly professional advice on how I can 
make your worn out furniture look like new again. 


Furniture Repairs & Restoration 

Tel: 01952 511942 


To advertise your business and 
reach 82,296 potential customers... 


KC Jones 

QUALIFIED SERVICE/ 
MOTTECHNICIAN 
TRAINED SERVICE ADVISOR 

40 hours per week 
Monday to Friday and every 
other Saturday morning 

Please contact 
mark.kqones@hotmail.com 
Keith Jones 01691658999 


JL 


NEWGATE ^ 

ARE HIRING 

A NATIONAL ACCOUNT MANAGER 

Newgate are looking for an experienced account 
manager with an interest in Fashion, Lifestyle & 
Homewares to join our sales team based in Oswestry. 
You will have a passion for our products with the 
ability to confidently communicate our brands to 
stockists and retailers. 


Apply at: 

newgateclocks.com/information/jobs/ 



FreeAds 



Qomplete 

• Bathrooms, Kitchens, Plastering, 

Qroperty 

Electrical Plumbing & Tiling 

(Renovations 

• From design to installation 

Call Steve now for a 

we do it all (big or small!!) 

FREE no obligation quote 

01691 680443/ 

• Fully insured with over 30 years A 

U IUv/1 UUU i t i tu / 

07970357619/ 

cprchester.com 

experience JR* 

__ M 


IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

^Advertise any item FREE up to the value of £250, simply fill out the 
details below or book online at bookanad.shropshirestar.co.uk 

ADVERT DETAILS - (ONE WORD PER BOX, 12 WORDS IN TOTAL) 


Wyevale Property Care 

Driveway Services: 


• Tarmac 

• Resin driveways 
* Block Paving 
• Artificial Grass 
* - • Fencing 


Name: _ 


.Address: 


Postcode: 


_Tel No:_ 


Please send to: Classif iedAds, Express & Star, 51 -53 Queen St, Wolverhampton WV1 1 ES. 


IT’S ABSOLUTELY FREE 

*Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. Limited time only 

Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum 


Call: Amy Ward on 01952 288313 or 
Email: award@shropshirestar.co.uk 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01952 244244 


ClassifiedAds 1 
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ROAD TEST 


“MOTORING 


Individuality sure to attract buyers 



By Graham Breeze 

When Citroen revealed an upmarket DS 
brand back in 2014 there were questioning 
glances all round - now a new Crossback 
is good enough to stand toe-to-toe with the 
best in sector. 

Was it brave or foolish for Citroen to expect 
to win sales from the luxury brands such as 
Audi, Volvo and BMW? 

Well four years on the answer to that 
question recently stood proudly on my drive in 
the form of the new DS7 Crossback, the latest 
and best-yet offering from DS Automobiles. 

It’s taken only four years for DS to become 
firmly established as the latest ambassador 
for the world of French luxury and the new 7 
Crossback has arrived as the flagship with 
production taking place in both Europe and 
China. 

This premium SUV shares a platform with 
Peugeot 3008 and Vauxhall Grandland X and 
will rival Audi Q3, BMW XI and Volvo XC40. 

So does it have a chance? 

It certainly does because first of all it is so 
different. 

The DS7 simply stands out from the rest of 
a lookalike sector which has been screaming 
out for a change and captured more attention 
that any car I have tested in recent years. 

The suits at DS Automobiles say they are 
targeting customers who want to assert 
themselves and who are looking for a new 
motoring experience. Customers who want 
a car that mirrors their status, success and 
individuality. 

And it does just what they were aiming for 
with stunning looks and a diamond pattern 
theme that runs throughout and is used on the 
grille, side badges and even the rear lights. 



You do get plenty for your money 


The DS7 comes with four options, Elegance, 
Performance, Prestige and Ultra Prestige with 
prices stretching from £28,095 to £43,580. On 
test was the Prestige Blue HDi 180 Automatic 
which is being hotly tipped to be the best 
seller at £39,380. 

You do get plenty for your money if that 
figure sounds a bit on the high side. 

Elegance gets a space saver spare wheel, 
black exterior door mirrors, body coloured 
door handles, black front grille, LED daytime 
running lights and full LED interior lighting. 

There’s ESP, hill start assist, tyre pressure 
monitoring, trailer stability control, electric 
parking brake, adjusting steering column, 
active safety braking, lane departure warning, 
speed limit warning, rear parking sensors, 
automatic door locking, remote tailgate 
opening and defrosting door mirrors. 

There’s a multi-function trip computer and 
an 8 inch touchscreen which I found a bit on 
the fussy side, Bluetooth, Mirror Screen with 


Apple Car Play and Android Auto, DAB radio 
and an emergency DB connection box. 

The Prestige on test gained 19inch 
alloys, chrome body colouring, n active 
scan suspension system, parking sensors, 
reversing camera, an advances safety pack, 
including lane keeping assist, traffic sign 
recognition and follow-me-home lighting. 

I’ve not been a big fan of Citroen cockpits 
but this is something different with looks 


to match the exterior. The dimond feature 
continues inside with a striking DS monogram 
on the leather dashboard. Front seats are 
heated and come with massage features 
and all the adjustments you need to find the 
perfect driving position. 

The DS7 is spacious too with plenty of room 
for five and a 555-litre boot which comes with 
a two-position floor on the Prestige. 

The 2.0litre test car charged to 62mph in 


under 10 seconds through a very smooth, an 
eight-speed automatic box and has claimed 
combined fuel figures on 57.6mpg. C02 levels 
are competitive at 128g/km, while the test 
model fell into a 30E insurance grouping and 
would set you back £205 to tax in the first year. 

You get the feeling there might be a limited 
market for the DS7 Crossback but buyers will 
certainly be attracted by its individuality. I wish 
I could afford one. 



CHIRK 

SERVICE! STATION 

joins “Trust My Garage” 

“..we strive to get it rightfirst time, every time” 


ti Make MOT & Repair Centre 

c? Full Diagnostics 
c? Air Conditioning Service 
Body Repair Centre 
c^BlI Insurance Work Guaranteed 
Free Estimates 
ee courtesy car collection and delivery 


Discount Tyres 
High Performance 
& 4x4 Specialists 

Largest Stockjfcl^ 
Tyres in the are? I 


SPECIAL 

OFFERS 



JAGUAR SELECTION 

04 JAGUAR X TYPE 2.5 AUTO AWD, Blue metallic .£2450 

52 JAGUAR S TYPE AUTO Leather, Low Miles.£3995 

V JAGUAR XK8 Low Mileage, Silver, MUST BE SEEN.£P0A 

07 JAGUAR S TYPE 2.7TD Auto, Blue, Leather.£4495 

08 JAGUAR XF SPORT, 2.7 TD Auto, Champagne Met, leather, 50k.£8975 


52 VAUXHALL CORSA AUTO, Red, only 33k miles,... 

CONVERTIBLES 

03 FORD STREET KA Blue Convertible. 

04 VAUXHALL TIGRA SPORT, Silve 


...£1795 

...£1295 


16 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 CDTi 136 Techline, Grey Met, 8 


....£12,795 


NISSAN QUASHQAIACENTA, 51k, Deep Red Met.£7,650 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 CDTi 136 Techline, Grey Met, 8k.SOLD 

FORD FOCUS ZETEC, NAVIGATOR, Auto, Black, 26k...£7,995 

1 NISSAN QUASHQAI ACENTA, 51 k, Deep Red Met.£7,650 

3 VW JETTA SE TDi 140, Black Service History.SOLD 

1 BMW 730d, M SPORT AUTO 3.0 DIESEL, stunning looks, Auto.£13875 

3 VW Polo 1.2,5 door, Silver, low mileage.£4499 

3 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA Active, low mileage, beautiful car.SOLD 

3 VAUXHALL ASTRA DESIGN 3 door, Coupe, 1.6, Silver.£2925 

3 TOYOTA YARIS T SPIRIT 1.3, Silver, Beautiful Condition. MP3 Player. £3475 £2875 

4 FORD FIESTA FLAME 5-dr. Silver.£2495 

3 FIAT PUNTO Sporting T Jet ...... .v, £2495 

7 FORD FIESTA Style TDCi, low tax.£1995 

7 RENAULT CLIO, Campus, Silver, 3 door..£1685 

3 TOYOTA YARIS, colour collection, 3 door.£1295 


4X4/ COMMERCIALS 

57 SSANGYONG REXTON 2.7 TDI, Silver.SOLD 

08 HONDA CRV 2.0 ES V-Tec AUTO, Red.SOLD 

58 LANDROVER FREELAND HSE, Diesel, lots of history, Grey Met.£7895 

11 PEUGEOT PARTNER, Diesel, SLD.£4475 

04 RENAULT KANGOOTREKKA 4x4.£1395 

W HONDA CRV, new MOT, drives well, just in part-ex.£1295 

CHEAP AND CHEERFUL/PART EXCHANGE BARGAINS 

06 FORD MONDEO TITANIUM Diesel. High Mileage.£1995 

W BMW 318 Saloon. Lots of History, Previously Supplied by us.£995 

58 VAUXHALL VECTRA.£995 

03 NISSAN ALMERA, new MOT.£850 

51 VAUXHALL COMBO VAN.£850 


MOT & 

Interim Service 

from £45 

+ VAT & Parts * 


LOW COST FINANCE AVAILABLE 

Finance Example: Cash Price £3995 
Deposit or Part Exchange: £500 Balance £3495 
Payable over 48 months at £95.43 per month (APR 16.4%) 

re than 



* Conditions Apply 



GUARANTEED BY THE 
RETAIL MOTOR INDUSTRY 


Holyhead 
Road, 
Chirk 
LL14 5NA 

Tel: 01691 773428 or 07879 494480 


CHIRK 

S£RVIC£ STATION 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 



SUSPENSION 


welsh uiah^ r sues 

www.welshwallscarsales.co.uk 


Part of 
E in Hughes 
Auto Centre 


61 MERCEDES C200 SE CDI BLUE EFFICIENCY AUTOMATIC, SILVER, 

SERVICE HISTORY 2 KEEPERS 73K .£9,950 

13 NISSAN QASHQAI360 5 DOOR HATCHBACK, BLACK, SERVICE HISTORY 

62K............£9,500 

15 RENAULT CLIO HATCHBACK TCE 90 DYNAMIQUE GT LINE SPORT KIT 
NAV, 5 DOOR, BLACK, SERVICE HISTORY £20 ROAD TAX 26K.£7,995 

14 VOLKSWAGEN POLO 1.2 MATCH EDITION, 3 DOOR, BRIGHT RED, AIR 

CON., ALLOY WHEELS, CRUISE CONTROL, ELECTRIC WINDOWS, SERVICE 
HISTORY 45K.£6,795 

62 KIA SOUL CRDI, SILVER, AIR CONDITIONING, ALLOY WHEELS, SERVICE 

HISTORY 32 K............£6,695 

11 VOLKSWAGEN POLO SEL TDI 90 1.6 5 DOOR, SILVER, AIR CON., ALLOY 

WHEELS, SERVICE HISTORY£30 ROAD TAX 58K.£6,495 

64 VAUXHALL CORSA EXCITE 1.2,3 DOOR, SILVER, ALLOY WHEELS, AIR 
CON., BLUETOOTH, SERVICE HISTORY 17K.£5,895 

13 RENAULT CLIO EXPRESSION PLUS 16V 5 DOOR, BLACK, SERVICE 

HISTORY 42K. £5,995 

63 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SXI 5 DOOR, GREY, AIR CON., ALLOY WHEELS, 

SERVICE HISTORY 34K. ,.,...£5,995 

15 PEUGEOT 108 ACTIVE, SILVER, SERVICE HISTORY, ONE OWNER £0 ROAD 

TAX27K.£5,995 

10 FORD FIESTA ZETEC, 5 DOOR, SILVER, AIR CON., ALLOY WHEELS, 

SERVICE HISTORY 46K.£5,295 

09 FORD FIESTA TITANIUM 1.65 DOOR, SILVER, SERVICE HISTORY, ONE 

OWNER 53K.£5,184 

62 FORD KA ZETEC 1.2, SILVER, ALLOY WHEELS, AIR CONDITIONING £30 

ROAD TAX 10K ...............£4,995 

10 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 SRI 5 DOOR, SILVER, FULL SERVICE 

HISTORY 58 K..........£4,995 

61 CITROEN C41.6 HDI VTR+, 5 DOOR, METALLIC BLUE, AIR CON, ALLOY 
WHEELS, SERVICE HISTORY 56K.£4,995 

14 FORD KA EDGE, WHITE, AIR CON., ELECTRIC WINDOWS £30 ROAD TAX 

33K. £4,895 

13 FIAT PUNTO JET BLACK 3 DOOR, BLACK, ALLOY WHEELS, AIR 

CONDITIONING 34K . £4,895 

10 CITROEN C3 EXCLUSIVE HDI, BLACK, ALLOY WHEELS, CLIMATE 

CONTROL, CRUISE CONTROL £20 ROAD TAX 52K.£4,695 

14 FORD KA STUDIO, BRIGHT RED, FULL SERV. HISTORY, 

ONE OWNER, £30 ROAD TAX 21K.£4,650 

10 RENAULT CLIOI.6 INITIALE T-TOM, AUTOMATIC MET. RED, LEATHER 

SEATS, AIR CONDITIONING, SERVICE HISTORY 46K .............£4,495 

11 RENAULT CLIO DYNAMIQUE TOMTOM 1.5 DCI 5 DOOR, 

SILVER £20 ROAD TAX 47K . £4,495 

58 FORD FOCUS 1.6 STYLE 5 DOOR, SILVER, AIR CONDITIONING, FULL 

SERVICE, ONE OWNER 39K .£4,195 

08 FORD FOCUS ZETEC, BLUE, SERVICE HISTORY 75K ....SOLD 

59 RENAULT CLIO DYNAMIQUE 1.2 TCE 3 DOOR, RED, 

ALLOY WHEELS, 46K .......£3,795 

11 CITROEN Cl VTR+, WHITE, ALLOY WHEELS, AIR CON., 

REMOTE CENTRAL LOCKING, SERVICE HISTORY 

£20 ROAD TAX 28K........ £3,695 

10 TOYOTA AYGO PLATINUM SPECIAL EDITION, 3 DOOR, SILVER, AIR CON., 

ALLOY WHEELS, SERVICE HISTORY £20 ROAD TAX 60K.£3,399 

07 TOYOTA YARIS TR, 5 DOOR, AIR CON., GREY, FULL SERVICE HISTORY, 
ONE OWNER 72K.£3,250 


06 AUDI A4 1.8 TURBO TSE, AUTOMATIC, SILVER, SERVICE HISTORY 109K... 
£3,250 

09 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 S, 5 DOOR, GREY, AIR CON. 

SERVICE HISTORY 71K.....£2,995 

56 FORD FOCUS STUDIO TDC11.6 ESTATE, GREY, 

SERVICE HISTORY 91K........£1,995 

06 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXI 3 DOOR, BLACK, 

ALLOY WHEELS, SERVICE HISTORY 82K .....SOLD 


COMMERCIALS PLUS VAT 


15 TOYOTA HI-LUX 2.5D-4D 4WD ACTIVE, DOUBLE CAB, WHITE, 

AIR CON. ONE OWNER 19K.£14,475 

66 FORD TRANSIT 350 L3 H3, WHITE, SIDE DOOR, ONE OWNER 21K ..£13,995 

64 FORD TRANSIT CUSTOM 290 TREND E-TEC, WHITE, FRONT AND 

REAR PARKING SENSORS COLOUR CODED FRONT BUMPERS CRUISE 
CONTROL, SERDVICE HISTORY, ONE OWNER 20K .£11,495 

14 FORD TRANSIT 350 DRW CREW CAB TIPPER, WHITE, STORAGE IN REAR 

NO SEATS IN REAR BODY HAS BEEN SAND BLASTED AND PAINTED, 
SERVICE HISTORY, ONE OWNER 69K....£10,995 

65 TRANSIT CUSTOM 290,6 SPEED, WHITE, ONE OWNER, 

REGISTERED 2016, SERVICE HIST, 30K....„...£10,695 

63 FORD TRANSIT 350 EF125PS LWB RWD, 6 SPEED, LUTON/BOX VAN, 

WHITE, SERV.HISTORY 51K .£10,495 

13 VOLKSWAGEN TRANSPORTER T32 140 TDI SWB, 6 SPEED, ORANGE, AIR 
CON., SERVICE HISTORY 93K.£10,495 

13 MERCEDES VITO 113 CDI FRIDGE VAN, WHITE TWIN SIDE DOORS, 

SERVICE HISTORY 46K.£9,995 

15 VOLKSWAGEN CADDY MAXI LWB START LINE, TWIN SIDE DOORS, BLUE, 

AIR CON. ELECT. WINDOWS, SERVICE HISTORY 28K.£8,795 

14 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT 240 L2 LWB, WHITE, TWIN SIDE DOORS, 

DIRECT FROM NHS ONE OWNER 69K.£7,495 

15 CITROEN BERLINGO 625 ENTERPRISE, 3 SEATER, 

WHITE, AIR CONDITIONING, WINDOWS, SIDE DOOR, 

REAR PARKING SENSORS 19K. £6,995 

61 FORD TRANSIT 280 SWB SEMI HIGH TOP, WHITE, 

SERVICE HISTORY 49K ........,.,.^4 SOLD 

64 PEUGEOT EXPERT SWB, TWIN SIDE DOORS, 

WHITE, SERVICE HISTORY 52K. £6,995 

15 CITROEN BERLINGO, WHITE, 3 SEATS, SIDE DOOR, AIR CON., 

PARKING SENSORS, SERVICE HISTORY 38K. £6,795 

12 FORD TRANSIT 350 LWB HIGH TOP RWD, 6 SPEED, SILVER, 

SERVICE HISTORY 79K. £6,495 

08 VOLKSWAGEN CRAFTER MWB HIGH ROOF, 163 BHP, RED 80K.£5,995 

15 PEUGEOT PARTNER 850S 90 BHP, WHITE, SIDE DOOR, 

ONE OWNER 29K. £5,995 

62 VOLKSWAGEN CADDY C20 PLUS TDI, WHITE, SIDE DOOR, SERVICE 

HISTORY 61K.£5,650 

65 FIAT DOBLO CARGO FACELIFT, WHITE, SIDE DOOR, ELEC. WINDOWS, 

ONE OWNER 49K.......£5,495 

15 RENAULT KANGOO ML19 1.5 DCI, WHITE, 

SIDE DOOR ONE OWNER 56K.......£4,995 


M9T9R BIKES 


NEW RIEJU RS3 125 LC NKD, PRE REGISTERED, INCLUDES FIRST REG. FEE 
PRE-REGISTERED NEW .....£2,495 

PART EX AND FINANCE AVAILABLE SUBJECT TO STATUS. 

WE BUY CARS & VANS FOR CASH 


Welsh walls, Oswestry svii mw Tel: 01691655123/07989 612671 
































































































































CHESHIRE TRADE CENTRE 


tel: 0800 917 4622 


UM 1 




CaII 04*Afflyo4*iu*t www.cheshiretradecentre.co.uk 


SMALL MEDIUM 



OUR CARS 

IE 

start from: 



PART EXCHANGE ALLOWANCE REGARDLESS OF AGE AND CONDITION 



BUY NOW PAY NOTHING UNTIL JUNE 2018 TYPICAL EXAMPLE 

Total Cash Price: £3200 Monthly Payments: £65 
APR: 7.9% Weekly Payments: £15 


O DUT IMUW rill NU I niNIa UN IIL dUNt dU I is 

“/..DEPOSIT 


Terms of Loan: 60 Months Total Payable: £3900 


VAUXHALL ASTRA 2.0 CDTI SPORTS TOURER 
AUTOMATIC, ALLOYS, AIR CON, 

POWER STEERING, ELECTRIC 
WINDOWS, 34,000 MILES, 

IMMACULATE CONDITION 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 35 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6081 



CITROEN DS3 1.6E HDI DSPORT PLUS 

*** FREE TAX *** DIESEL, ALLOYS, 

6 SPEED DIESEL, 54,000 MILES, AIR 
CON, POWER STEERING, ELECTRIC 
WINDOWS, LOW INSURANCE, 

IMMACULATE CONDITION 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 29 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6079 




SEAT IBIZA 1.6TDI FR SPORT COUPE 

ONLY £20 TAX PER YEAR, 20,000 
MILES, SAT NAV, ALLOYS, AIR 
CON, POWER STEERING, ELECTRIC 
WINDOWS, EXCELLENT MPG, 

IMMACULATE CONDITION 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 39 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6076 



VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0CDTI ELITE 
*** FREE TAX *** FULL HEATED 
LEATHER, ALLOYS, AIR CON, POWER 
STEERING, ELECTRIC WINDOWS, 
IMMACULATE CONDITION 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 39 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6073 



KIA RIO 1.25 84 

ONLY £30 TAX PER YEAR, ALLOYS, 

16,000 MILES, AIR CON, POWER 
STEERING, ELECTRIC WINDOWS, STILL 
UNDER KIA 7 YEAR WARRANTY, LOW 
INSURANCE, IMMACULATE CONDITION 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 39 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6072 


RENAULT CLIO 1.5DCI DYNAMIQUE 

*** FREE TAX *** DIESEL, ALLOYS, 

CD PLAYER, AIR CON, POWER 
STEERING, ELECTRIC WINDOWS, LOW 
INSIRANCE, SAT NAV, IMMACULATE 
CONDITION 

Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 35 per week* 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6064 



CARS OF THE WEEK 


FORD FIESTA 1.0 ZETEC ECOBOOST 100 

*** FREE TAX *** 

3 DOOR, ALLOYS, AIR CON, 
POWER STEERING, ELECTRIC 
WINDOWS, 18,000 MILES, 

I POD CONNECTION, 
IMMACULATE CONDITION 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 39 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6071 




FIAT 500C 1.2 CONVERTIBLE 

2 DOOR, CONVERTIBLE, 
ONLY 10,000 MILES, ONLY 
£20 TAX PER YEAR, AIR CON, 
POWER STEERING, ELECTRIC 
WINDOWS, LOW INSURANCE, 
IMMACULATE CONDITION 
| Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 39 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6070 


PEUGEOT 108 1.0 ACTIVE AUTOMATIC 

*** FREE TAX*** AUTOMATIC, 
ALLOYS, AIR CON, POWER STEERING, 
ELECTRIC WINDOWS, UPTO 60 MPG, 
LOW INSURANCE, IMMACULATE 
CONDITION 

Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 35 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6068 



BUY NOW - PAY NOTHING UNTIL JUNE 2018 


VAUXHALL ZAFIRA TOURER 1.4i TURBO 
7 SEATER, ALLOYS, AIR CON, POWER 
STEERING, ELECTRIC WINDOWS, 

10,000 MILES, I POD CONNECTION, 

IMMACULATE CONDITION 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 49 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6061 



VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0CDTI TECH LINE 

*** FREE TAX *** 6 SPEED DIESEL, 

ALLOYS, AIR CON, POWER STEERING, 

ELECTRIC WINDOWS, SAT NAV, I 
POD CONNECTION, IMMACULATE 
CONDITION 

Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 45 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6059 



VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 1.2 TSI S85 
ONLY £30 TAX PER YEAR, 3 DOOR, 

ALLOYS, CD PLAYER, AIR CON, POWER | 

STEERING, ELECTRIC WINDOWS, 

IMMACULATE CONDITION 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 39 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6057 



SEAT TOLEDO 1.6 TD ECOMOTIVE 

ONLY £20 TAX PER YEAR, HALF 
LEATHER, ALLOYS, SAT NAV, CD PLAYER, 
AIR CON, POWER STEERING, ELECTRIC 
WINDOWS, I POD CONNECTION, LOW 
INSURANCE, IMMACULATE CONDITION 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 45 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S5455 



VAUXHALL ZAFIRA TOURER 1.6CDTI 
ONLY £30 TAX PER YEAR, 6 SPEED 
DIESEL, ALLOYS, CD PLAYER, AIR 
CON, POWER STEERING, ELECTRIC 
WINDOWS, IMMACULATE CONDITION 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 59 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6062 



WE WONT BE BEATEN ON P 

MORE CARS AVAILABLE - GIVE US A CALL! CARS WANTED FOR CASH 


NEGATIVE EQUITY / DEFAULTS / NO CREDIT HISTORY / EX. BANKRUPT / CCJ’s / DISABILITY / 



CHESHIRE TRADE CENTRE 

PARKGATE ROAD • CHESTER CHI 4AY 

www.cheshiretrad.ee 


★ UP TO 3 YEAR WARRANTY 
137 POINT CHECK ★ ROAD TAX^ 
★ HPi CHECK ★ FULL MOT 


td: 0800 
917 4622 9am - 7pm 

Saturday 

GiCOallK 9am - 6pm 
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The display offers one of the brightest screens 


Ford utilises fighter 
jet tech in Focus 

The fourth-generation Ford Focus is set to continue 
the current car’s legacy, with Ford promising 
impressive driving dynamics as a key selling point. 
However, buyers in the family hatchback segment 
are notoriously picky, and so the American brand is 
responding with a new and luxurious interior packing 
some as-yet-unseen tech. 

The latest of these to be revealed is the Focus’ new 
head-up display. It’s the first ever fitted to a Ford and 
benefits the driver in one key way - allowing them 
access to vital driving information without being forced 
to take their eyes too far off the road. 

When looking down at conventional dials, the eye has 
to re-focus for close-up vision - before focusing again 
on the world outside when the driver looks away. A 
head-up display limits this. 

However, previous displays fitted to plenty of modern 
cars have a serious issue with drivers in polarised 
sunglasses. The glare-reducing sunglasses often 
render head-up displays invisible. 

However, Ford has utilised tech first seen in fighter jets 
to counteract this, with a special feature which ‘bounces 
back’ polarised light to the driver. Traditional displays 
use light waves which vibrate parallel to the road - the 
same waves polarised lenses block. The Ford display 
uses waves that vibrate perpendicular to the road, 
solving the problem. 

“Wearing polarised glasses can make a massive 
difference to visibility for drivers affected by glare, such 
as when stretches of water, snow or even tarmac reflect 
sunlight,” said Glen Goold, chief engineer for the new 
Focus. 

“The head-up display we are introducing for the 
all-new Focus offers one of the brightest screens, has 
among the largest fields of view, and will be clearly 
visible to all our customers.” 


Smartphones could 
replace car keys 



New agreement could see a big change 
A group of car manufacturers and technology giants 
have formed a consortium which aims to create a 
standard system allowing cars to be operated via a 
smartphone rather than a key. 

Manufacturers including Volkswagen, General Motors, 
Honda, Toyota and BMW have joined forces with the 
likes of Apple, Samsung, Bosch, Panasonic and LG to 
form the Car Connectivity Consortium (CCC). The group 
has now announced the new ‘Digital Key Release 1.0’ 
specification - a standard which sets out a system for 
locking, unlocking and starting a car with a compatible 
smart device. 

The mixture of cars and smartphones is limited at 
the moment. Many companies, such as Volvo, provide 
companion smartphone apps which can be used to track 
and monitor cars, but so far only Tesla allows owners to 
ditch the key altogether and access their Model S, 3 or X 
with their mobile. 

The CCC’s new protocol aims to standardise 
smartphone operation with cars, assuring ‘the highest 
state-of-the-art security level for vehicle access. 

The protocol is based around Near-Field 
Communication (NFC) the same technology that powers 
payment apps such as Apple Pay and Android Wallet. 

It’s more secure than the radio frequency chips in current 
keyless entry systems or contactless payment cards, 
as it operates over a shorter range and cannot easily be 
‘boosted’ by rogue car thieves. 

The Consortium is now hard at work on version 2.0, 
which is targeted for release in the first quarter of 2019. 


Once you have driven a Disco Sport it 
will be a struggle to drive anything else 

By Carmel Stewart _ 

The passing of the compact LandRover Freelander 
was noted with regret by many, including me. First 
launched in 1997, over time it developed into a robust, 
well-made, comfortable, fun-to-drive vehicle until it 
was finally phased out in 2015. 

It was replaced by the altogether more refined but no 
less robust, Discovery Sport. Built alongside the stylish 
Evoque, it has rapidly become one of LandRover’s best¬ 
selling vehicles, despite the £30,000 - £50,000 price tag. 

Far less chunky in appearance than the Freelander, it 
is sleekly styled, with a high waist, rear roof spoiler, 12 
colour options and daytime running lights to signal its 
arrival. And it offers five or seven seats. 

Inside, this family-friendly British-built SUV breathes 
quality throughout with ergonomically designed, 
immensely comfortable seats, a tidy, uncluttered dash 
and (on the higher spec models) just enough hi-tech 
graphics and the like to keep you informed but not 
enough to cause information overload. 

An easy flick through the on-screen info, for example, 
will offer an eco-graphic where by the driver can check 
the ‘greeness’ of their driving. The more competitive will 
want to beat their previous record. The system, which 
gives everyone 100 per cent at the outset, resets itself 
after each journey. (86 per cent is the number to beat.) 

Trims are many and varied: Pure, SE, SE Tech, HSE, 

HSE Luxury, HSE Dynamic Luxury and the Landmark 
special edition, celebrating 70 years of LandRover. 

Specification 

Even the five seat, Pure, front-wheel-drive, entry-level 
trim, which starts at £30,145, the spec is not ungenerous. 

Partial leather interior, ten speaker audio system, 

Bluetooth, autonomous emergency braking, trailer assist, 
leather steering wheel, lane departure warning, cruise 
control and rear parking aid are just a small sample of 
what is included. 

However, this entry point only offers the Ingenium 
2.0litre, four cylinder, 150bhp turbocharged diesel 
engine with the six-speed manual transmission. Average 
economy for this unit runs at a tad under 50mpg and 
emissions at 149 g/km while a standing start to 60mph 
takes less than ten seconds and top speed redlines at 
112mph. 

A step up to SE is needed for a more comprehensive 
engine line-up and the delicious nine-speed automatic 
transmission. 

The top priced HSE Dynamic Luxury AWD starts at 
£50,665. Exclusively powered by the mighty Ingenium 
2.0litre four-cylinder, 290bhp, turbocharged petrol 
engine, linked to that super smooth nine-speed automatic 
transmission, it’ll stretch out to 60mph from a standing 
start in 6.5 seconds and has a top speed of 135mph. 

Being a petrol engine, and a big one at that, it’s a little 
heavy on the wallet as regards fuel - 31mpg average - 
and 204g/km of emissions. 

In the middle of this plethora of sophisticated engines 
and deliciously extensive spec lists, sits the HSE Luxury 



It is sleekly styled, with a high waist, rear roof spoiler, 12 colour options and daytime running lights 


which has a starting price of £45,565 for the 2.0litre 
240bhp petrol engine; £45,810 for the 180bhp 2.0litre 
diesel; and £49,985 for the 240bhp diesel. 

While those clocking up the miles will head for the more 
economical oil burners, it is the petrol which will give a 
more dynamic driving experience, being lighter and more 
flexible. 

On the road, it proved to be thoroughly capable and 
composed with excellent grip, precise steering and 
unrelenting power, seamless delivered on demand. 

The driver’s seat is a very comfortable place to be. The 
high driving position affords good all-round visibility and 
the higher spec models can be adjusted electronically for 
the perfect position and include lumbar support. 

Middle row passengers can slide and recline, should 
they wish to do so. The two in the (optional) pull-up 
seats of the third row need a certain degree of agility and 
flexibility - not a place for Gran and Grumps - but fine for 
a school run or short hop to the pub. 

Invest a slightly eye-watering £4,590 for access to the 
truly swish entertainment package with television screens 
integrated into the rear headrests and headphones so at 
least two of the offspring can watch the TV programme/ 
DVD of their choice on very clear screens. 

The flat loading boot with its power-controlled lid, adds 
to the practicality of the Discovery Sport and, for those 
who have to add towing horse boxes and the like to their 
general family taxi duties, the electrically deployable tow 
bar at £1,005 would be a good investment. A rear-view 
camera is a no cost option. 

Standard spec on the HSE Luxury includes Windsor 



This British-built SUV breathes quality throughout 

leather interior, selectable ambient lighting, heated/ 
cooled front seats, heated leather steering wheel, parallel/ 
perpendicular park assist, illuminated tread plates, USB 
charging points for rear seat passengers. 

There is no doubt that there are cheaper SUVs on the 
market but there is something about the LandRover 
quality and style which draws you in and defies logic. 

Once you have driven the Disco Sport, it will be a 
struggle to enjoy anything else. 


GEM issues advice to keep cool in the heatwave 


Forecasters are predicting continued 
high temperatures in coming days, 
and GEM Motoring Assist is taking the 
opportunity to offer advice that should 
help keep drivers cool and calm, even 
when it’s sweltering outside. 

GEM road safety officer Neil Worth says: 
“Making long journeys in hot weather can 
be stressful, especially if traffic is heavy 
and you’re stuck for any length of time. 

We recommend good preparation and 
sensible journey planning to help you cope 
with the worst of the heat. 

“Hot weather can be tough for your car. 
For example, batteries frequently take 
a battering, with everyone on board 
wanting to keep phones and tablets fully 
charged, and holiday journeys in stop-start 
traffic. 

“That’s why we encourage you to carry 
out some basic checks before a long 
summer journey, and to ensure you keep 
your eye on the car for any signs and 
symptoms of trouble.” 


GEM has issued the following simple 
tips to assist drivers and their passengers 
when the weather is hot: 

• Drink plenty of water. Take a good 
supply of drinking water with you, 
preferably in a cool bag. Staying hydrated 
helps keep you in good physical condition 
during times of high temperature. 

• Check your engine before you set off; 
in particular make sure your oil and coolant 
levels are correct. 

• Do not leave children or pets in the 
car, even for short periods. In hot weather, 
it’s simply cruel and negligent. Besides, 
distress, dehydration and heatstroke can 
occur very quickly. 

• If you do get stuck in traffic, keep an 
eye on the temperature gauge for signs of 
overheating. If necessary, find somewhere 
safe to pull over and let the car cool down 
for half an hour. 

• If you’re likely to be stationary for a 
long time, switch off the engine to prevent 
overheating. 



Keep your cool 















Leaders 
pick up a 
victory at 
Whittington 

BOWLS by Cornerman 


IT was a good night for away 
teams with Tanners Shropshire 
League leaders Elephant & Castle 
winning by 16 chalks at Whitting¬ 
ton. 

Tony Sherratt 21-6 and Dave 
Hanson 21-8 had big wins in the 
217-201 success. Whittington had 
seven winners, the best of which 
was Ben Hampson 21-13. 

Battlefield 6 (215) Castle- 
fields 8 (225): Second-placed 
Castlefields gained a point on the 
leaders as they won at the Red 
Lion. Martin Codd had a 21-11, 
while Andy Selley won 21-15 for 
the hosts. 

Crescent 5 (197) Prince 
Hotel A 9 (230): Third-placed 
Prince Hotel also won on the road, 
the Marshall brothers on form, Ian 
7 and Paul 9. Stuart Long was best 
of five home winners with 21-11. 

OSBC 5 (196) Ludlow Castle 
9 (214): Continuing the winning 
away theme were Ludlow Castle 
as Dave Wilding 21-8 and Graham 
Pritchard 21-9 helped them to this 
victory. John Griffiths top scored 
for the Old Shrews with 21-10. 

Meole Brace 9 (202) Han- 
wood 5 (195): Meole won this 
match by seven chalks, Aiden 
Hughes’s 21-9 compensating for 
Darren Phillips 21-7 for the visi¬ 
tors. 

Division Two 

Meole Brace V 12 (239) 
Oswestry Church 2 (157): Big 

win for the Village and some big 
cards, the pick of which were Bob 
Chatham 21-2 and Jan Wilkinson 
21-4. Ron Crook 21-14 and John 
Roberts 21-15 secured two points 
for the Church. 

Shelton Village 5 (215) 
Frankwell 9 (220): Leaders 
Frankwell took two games 21-20 
and a 21-8 at the end from Chris 
Dorsett sealed a five chalk away 
win. Roger Lem and Phil Ashcroft 
shared the home coppers with 
cards of 21-11. 

Prince Hotel B 12 (234) Cra¬ 
ven Arms 2 (147): A fine win for 
the Prince as they leapfrogged 
their opponents to move to second 
in the league. Rhys Marshall 21-3, 
Peter Thomas 21-6 and Kerry 
Lea 21-7. The Arms coppers were 
shared as Nathan Baker and Colin 
Blent both won 21-12. 

Hadnall 10 (241) Bicton A 
4 (186): Gerry Fitzpatrick 21-6 
helped Hadnall to this comfortable 
home win but Bicton dug deep for 
four points with a 21-19 and three 
21-18s from Andy Gale, Craig 
Jones and Matt Statham. 

Division Three 

Wem BC 9 (202) Albert Road 
BC 5 (179): Albert Road started 
this match well with three win¬ 
ners at the front including Bryan 
Jenkins 21-8 but the league lead¬ 
ers turned it around in the middle 
with Richard Lockett 21-5 and 
then Ann Speak won 21-0 at the 
back. 

Bagley 2 (190) Greenfields 
Social 12 (230): Greenfields won 
the local derby despite a 21-3 card 
from Bagley’s John Farmer. Ian 
Massey was the sweepster for the 
visitors with 21-10. 

Wem USC 13 (245) Worthen 
& Brockton 1 (112): Joan Shaw 
was the one Worthen winner with 
21-14 as Wem USC had seven sin¬ 
gle figure winners including Ian 
Tinsley 21-2 and Barrie Thomas 
21-3. 

Bicton B 3 (149) Oxon 11 

(234): Oxon made the short trip 
to Bicton and came back victori¬ 
ous, Martin McKinley 21-2 and 
Danny Powell 21-3. Best of three 
home winners was Norman Bark¬ 
ley 21-13. 

Bayston Hill 11 (231) Sev- 
ernside St Julians 3 (189): Paul 
Richards 21-16 and Jane Archer 
21-8 were the big winners for 
Bayston Hill whilst Peter Leigh 
replied with 21-12 for the Saints. 


Win fails to lift Shropshire off bottom 


EVEN a first victory of the season had a hollow ring 
for Shropshire as their Endsleigh British Senior 
County Championship campaign ended in disap¬ 
pointment. 

They beat Cheshire by 12 shots overall, but they 
needed to win by at least 53 chalks to grab a ticket to 
the supplementary competition by avoiding bottom 
spot in the final qualifying group two table. 

“A great away performance on Hazel Pear (North- 
wich), where we restricted Cheshire to just a five- 
shot win, meant a 17-shot home win on Elephant 
& Castle (Shawbury) was enough to win overall by 
12,” said a county association spokesperson. After 


below-par performances by the away 12 in defeats 
against group winners Merseyside and North Mid¬ 
lands, this was a much-improved display to give se¬ 
lectors Mick Jones and Mark Thomas plenty of food 
for thought. 

Man of the match Michael Beer won 21-20 at 
No.l and Chris Worthington added a 21-11 card as 
Shropshire actually led by one shot after the first 
four away. 

Wayne Rogers (21-17) was the only winner in the 
middle as Cheshire’s homesters turned on the heat 
in the sunshine to go 14 ahead. 

“But new County Merit champion Spencer 


Clarke’s 21-8 win was key to reducing the damage 
there, along with Rich Goddard’s 21-12 win, to just 
a loss of five with five winners,” said the spokesman. 

Captain Colin Beaman won 21-9 in the first four 
in first ever county match at Shawbury but a lead 
of only three was only extended by one shot in the 
middle as Josh Bradburn won 21-14 and Cheshire 
super veteran Noel Burrows delivered yet another 
big win in Shropshire. 

“Two 21-13 winners at the back at home meant 
that was enough to secure a win by 17 (with seven 
winners), led by Dave Lloyd’s first ever county win 
and Paul Reeves,” added the spokesperson. 




Wicketkeeper Simon Gregory is poised with Cheshire’s Simon Normanton at the crease 


CRICKET by Stuart Dunn 


SHROPSHIRE’S hopes of a first ap¬ 
pearance in the Unicorns Trophy fi¬ 
nal since 2013 were dashed following 
a 123-run defeat against Cheshire. 

Victories over Herefordshire, Stafford¬ 
shire and Norfolk had earned Shropshire a 
home semi-final tie in the knockout compe¬ 
tition for Minor Counties clubs. 

But Cheshire avenged the Championship de¬ 
feat suffered at the hands of Shropshire a few 
days earlier by coming out on top in front of a 
big Bridgnorth crowd. 

Gurjit Sandhu and Alexei Kervezee both 
claimed three wickets as Cheshire, having 
elected to bat first, posted 254-9 from their 50 
overs. 

But then Shropshire, soon in trouble at 46-5, 
were dismissed for 131 inside 28 overs last Sun¬ 
day. 

“We’re obviously really disappointed with 
that,” said Shropshire captain Steve Leach. “We 
probably played half a brilliant game of cricket 
and half a really poor game of cricket there, so 
obviously the overwhelming feeling is disap¬ 
pointment. 

Boundary 

“I thought they would have been really pleased 
getting up to 250. The pitch was spinning and 
there was a bit of bounce with the new ball. 

“It was a quick outfield, a small boundary on 
the one side, and you’ve seen our scoring rate, 
we’ve been going at five an over. 

“I think we should have chased 250 to be hon¬ 
est, but that’s not withstanding the fact that we 
should have restricted them by 30 runs less re¬ 
ally.” 

Cheshire captain Rick Moore led a revival 
from 81-5, putting on 70 for the sixth wicket 
with Luke Robinson, before Kervezee struck for 
the first time, Robinson holing out to Mike Bar¬ 
nard in the deep for 31. 

Then came the key wicket of Moore, having 
made 69 from 104 balls, when he was stumped 
by alert wicketkeeper Simon Gregory off Kerve¬ 
zee to leave Cheshire 182-7. 

Simon Normanton contributed a run-a-ball 
unbeaten 39 down the order, sharing in useful 
partnerships with Jack Williams (19) and Jack 
White (12) before they became the third victims 
of Sandhu, who grabbed 3-40 from 10 lively 
overs, and Kervezee (3-48 from eight) respec¬ 
tively. 

Shropshire, in reply, quickly lost openers 
Leach and Omar Ali with the score on 16. 

Paceman Jack White trapped Will Parton lbw 
for eight and accounted for Robbie Clarke, also 
lbw, for a single to leave Shropshire struggling 
at 35-4. 

Wayne White then struck in his first over, 


bowling Ross Aucott without scoring, before Gregory 
departed for seven after offering a comfortable catch 
to Calum Rowe off Williams for seven to reduce Shrop¬ 
shire to 77-6. 

Top scorer Kervezee had just hit Normanton for a 
big six when he fell next ball, with Moore stooping to 
take a low catch to remove the former Worcestershire 
man for 42. 

Jack White, who took 4-29 from eight overs, then 
struck for a fourth time, Sam Whitney falling to the 
safe hands of Moore for 10. 

Sandhu delivered some telling blows in a quickfire 
25 before being bowled by Williams. 

And it was game over when Williams (3-40) soon 
bowled last man Jack Twigger to leave Shropshire all 
out for 131 inside 28 overs. 

Leach, reflecting on Shropshire’s impressive run in 


the Trophy this season, added: “The last three years 
haven’t been what we’ve wanted them to be in this 
competition. 

“We’ve played some really good one-day cricket and 
we actually played some good cricket in parts on Sun¬ 
day. I think the progression of the side is huge. We’re 
sticking with the core group of players so far and 
we’ve been doing the business, let’s not forget that. 

“It’s just shame that we couldn’t really get over the 
line. We’re all disappointed with that, but this is sport, 
it’s a high level kind of environment and these things 
happen.” 

Shropshire play an Invitation XI in the club’s an¬ 
nual Pure Telecom corporate day at Wrekin College 
on Thursday before returning to Championship action 
when a three-day match with Herefordshire starts at 
Eastnor on Sunday. 


Seniors are 
bidding for 
an opening 
league win 

SKIPPER Steve Hawke is calling 
on Shropshire & Herefordshire’ 
seniors to transfer friendly victo¬ 
ries to their Midland League cam¬ 
paign. 

Hawke’s side have opened with 
two narrow defeats to Warwick¬ 
shire and Derbyshire but have 
defeated Leicestershire and North¬ 
amptonshire in friendlies. 

And the captain is hoping belief 
picked up from those wins will 
help S&H overcome Staffordshire 
at Ludlow on Thursday. 

“We have had two close games 
and we are hoping we can get over 
the line this time,” said Hawke. 

“It’s nice to win any game, even 
if they are friendlies, and get a bit 
of confidence from that. 

“It’s really important to win 
your home games, the two we have 
lost so far have both been away. 

“I saw Staffordshire lost their 
opening home game against War¬ 
wickshire and I must say I was 
surprised by that. We’ll have to see 
what kind of team they bring.” 

The hosts will be without Tony 
Cheese (Shifnal) and Keith Forster 
(Hawkstone Park). 

Hawke added: “We’re missing 
two but otherwise the side should 
be similar to the previous games 
and pretty much our strongest. 

“Ludlow is a course that all the 
Shropshire guys know well and 
the greens there are always mag¬ 
nificent. 

“In these conditions, with it 
being hard and bounce, the short 
game will be key.” 


Shropshire 
Cricket Lge 
fixture list 

First teams 

Premier division: St Georges v Wem, Quatt v 
Madeley, Newtown v Cound, Sentinel v Ludlow, 
Bomere Heath v Frankton. 

Division one: Allscott Heath v Albrighton, 
Pontesbury v Shelton, Knockin and Kinnerley v 
Welshpool, Condover v Beacon, Market Drayton 
v Alberbury, Wroxeter and Uppington v Forton. 

Division two: Wheaton Aston v Shrewsbury 
III, Shifnal III v Ellesmere, HPTCC v Montgomery, 
Wellington III v Bishop’s Castle, Lilleshall v Ludlow 

III, Church Aston v Willey. 

Division three: Church Stretton v Prees, St 
Georges III v Acton Reynald, Much Wenlock v 
Harpers, Chelmarsh v Hinstock, Calverhall v Is- 
coyd & Fenns Bank, Overton on Dee v Cae Glas. 

Division four: Corvedale v Llanidloes, Quay¬ 
side v Coton Hall, Harcourt v Beacon III, Oswestry 

III v Bridgnorth III, Column v Trysull and Seisdon. 

Second teams 

Division one: Wem II v St Georges II, Shelton II 
v Quatt II, Montgomery II v Knockin and Kinnerley 
II, Worfield II v Wellington IV, Alberbury II v Sen¬ 
tinel II, Frankton II v Wroxeter and Uppington II. 
Division two: Acton Reynald II v Allscott Heath 

II, Madeley II v Shifnal IV, Cound II v Newtown II, 
Beacon II v Broseley, Ludlow II v Lilleshall, Willey 
II v Bomere Heath II. 

Division three: Ellesmere II v Much Wenlock II, 
Cae Glas II v Condover II, Iscoyd and Fenns Bank 
II v Market Drayton II, Welshpool II v St Georges 

IV, Forton II v Allscott Heath III, Albrighton II v 
Corvedale II, Quatt III v Lilleshall IV, Bishop’s Cas¬ 
tle II v Pontesbury II. 

Sunday 

Division one: Worfield III v Wem III, Knockin 
and Kinnerley III v Pontesbury III, Newport III v 
Lilleshall III, Cound III v Wellington V, Frankton III 
v Shrewsbury IV, Sentinel III (no game). 

Division two: Wellington VI v Bomere Heath 

III, Madeley IV v Madeley III, Whitchurch III v 
Bridgnorth IV, Oswestry IV v Alberbury III, Ludlow 

IV v Knockin and Kinnerley IV. 

Second ton of 
year for Home 

ED HOME hit his second century of 
the season to help Shropshire Over- 
50s maintain their winning streak, 
while over-60s skipper John Foster 
was also in the runs in his side’s 
victory. 

Home hit 133 as the Over-50s 
beat Herefordshire, putting on a 
partnership of 196 with Tony Par- 
ton. Shropshire won by 66 runs to 
consolidate second spot in the Group 
Four table after four victories. 

Foster ended unbeaten on 93 as 
Shropshire Over-60s won by eight 
wickets - a result that leaves them 
locked in a three-way battle at the 
top of the table with Oxfordshire 
and Warwickshire. 
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Ifton 
revenge on 
Bowring on 
home patch 

IFTON quickly turned the tables 
on Bowring as they attempt to 
climb to safety in the Salop Lei¬ 
sure Shropshire Premier Bowls 
League. 

Having been well beaten 12-2 
(237-177) away to their Welling¬ 
ton opponents just two days be¬ 
fore, the St Martins side turned 
it around on home soil to run out 
10-4 (222-185) winners. 

Victory lifted them one place up 
to third bottom as they prepare for 
Friday night’s home tussle with 
Burway, who lie just seven points 
above in mid-table. 

Kevin Nicholas was Ifton’s best 
performer with a 21-7 victory, 
while Sam Williams weighed in 
with another single figure success 
when prevailing to eight. 

Joey Williams was a 21-12 victor, 
Nathan Lacey and Oliver Jones 
both won to 13, and Craig Griffiths 
came through 21-14 - his 10th win 
of the campaign 

Darren Lacey prevailed 21-15, 
while the closest match of the 
night saw Geraint Williams over¬ 
come Martin Gaut 21-19. 

Two days before, Ifton had 
slumped 12-2 (237-177) away to 
Bowring. 

Darren Lacey earned his side’s 
best result of the night when pre¬ 
vailing 21-8, while Oliver Jones 
was the other winner with a 
closely fought 21-19 verdict. 

For the hosts, Josh Bradburn 
ran out an emphatic 21-7 winners 
to take the coppers. 

Meanwhile, Newport are six 
points clear at the top after their 
9-5 (229-209) home verdict against 
Burway. 

Frida/s fixtures: Sir John Bayley v Bowring, 
Ifton v Burway, Hanmer v Chester Road, Cas- 
tlefields v Hanwood, Newport v Meole Brace, 
Wem USC v St Georges, Bylet v Wrockwardine 
Wood. 

Hulme twins 
head off for 
internationals 

FORMER Ellesmere College twins 
Caro and Lottie Hulme are back on 
international duty. 

The duo were named in the Wales 
Under-23 hockey squad which trav¬ 
elled to Dublin for a three match se¬ 
ries against Ireland. 

Oswestry-born Carno recently 
represented Wales at the Common¬ 
wealth Games, winning her first cap 
as Wales stunned 2006 silver medal¬ 
lists India with a 3-2 victory. 

She travelled to the Gold Coast as 
a reserve with the Welsh squad. 

Covering for illness or injury, she 
did not know whether she would 
make the final selection, but got 
her chance after midfielder Danielle 
Jordan broke a thumb in a practice 
game. 

She has already represented Wales 
more than 50 times at under-16, 18 
and 21 level. 

Lottie won her first senior inter¬ 
national indoor cap at the European 
Indoor Championships in Brussels 
earlier this year. 

The 18-year-olds have a few busy 
weeks ahead with upcoming train¬ 
ing camps and further international 
matches scheduled, while the full 
senior team will be preparing for 
the first round of the Open Series to 
take place in Lithuania in the second 
half of August. 

Caro and Lottie will return to 
their club Beeston in Nottingham at 
the start of September. 

Beeston will be playing in the top 
flight of England women’s hockey 
next season, having won the play-off 
finals in Birmingham at the end of 
April, and promotion to the premier 
division of the National League. 

GOLF RETURNS 

LLANYMYNECH 

Croft Stableford: 1 Paula Worden 36pts, 2 
Annie Evans 34pts, 3 Norma Hughes 32pts OCB. 

Club Championship: Mary Roberts Salver 
gross: 1 Carol Griffiths 81. Pant Bowl nett: 1 
Lesley Cookson 85-14=71. Bronze Plate gross 
handicap 21+: 1 Val Jones 96 OCB. 

OSWESTRY 

Scratch Competition: 1 Ian Blower 69, 2 How¬ 
ard Jones 72*, 3 Chris Wase 72. 



Champs start at home to Barry Town 


CHAMPIONS The New Saints embark on their pur¬ 
suit of an eighth successive Welsh Premier crown 
when they launch their season at home to Barry 
Town United on Saturday, August 11. 

The following Friday (August 17) there is a 
mouth-watering prospect when Scott Ruscoe’s men 
travel to face one of their chief title rivals Connah’s 
Quay Nomads, who finished third last term. 

The reverse fixture between the two rivals takes 
place on Saturday, October 20. 

The Saints tackle Cefn Druids twice within eight 
days over the festive period, taking on the Ancients 
at Park Hall on Boxing Day before making the short 
journey to the Rock on New Year’s Day. The league 


season begins on Friday August 10 with three fix¬ 
tures - Aberystwyth home to Llandudno, Bala Town 
welcome Carmarthen Town while Newtown travel to 
Cardiff Met University. 

Newtown take on newcomers Caernarfon Town in 
their first home fixture of the season at Latham Park 
on Friday, August 17. 

TNS will end phase one with a home encounter 
against Llanelli on Saturday, January 12, while New¬ 
town entertain Cefn Druids on the same day. 

The two games between the Saints and Newtown 
take place on Saturday, October 27 and Friday, Jan¬ 
uary 4. Fixtures for the second phase of the season 
will be confirmed after the first phase is completed. 


Friday, August 10: Aberystwyth Town v Llan¬ 
dudno, Bala Town v Carmarthen Town, Cardiff Met 
Uni v Newtown. 

Saturday, August 11: The New Saints v Barry 
Town United. 

Sunday August 12: Caernarfon Town v Cefn Dru¬ 
ids. Llanelli v Connah’s Quay Nomads. 

Friday, August 17. Aberystwyth Town v Cardiff 
Met Uni, Connah’s Quay v The New Saints, New¬ 
town v Caernarfon Town. 

Saturday, August 18: Carmarthen Town v Llan¬ 
dudno, Cefn Druids v Llanelli. 

Sunday, August 19: Barry Town United v Bala 
Town. 


Saints ease to easy 
victory in friendly 


FOOTBALL by John Bridgwater 


A dominant display saw The New 
Saints return to winning ways as they 
continued their Champions League 
build-up with a 2-0 warm-up success 
against Falkirk at Park Hall. 

After their friendly loss at Bala Town the week 
before, goals from Ryan Brobbel (42) and sub¬ 
stitute Adrian Cieslewicz (61) helped the Welsh 
Premier champions make a swift riposte. 

Scott Ruscoe’s men controlled the majority of 
the match against their Scottish Championship 
visitors, maintaining their momentum despite a 
raft of second-half changes. 

TNS, who visit Macedonians KF Shkendija in 
the first leg of their Champions League prelim¬ 
inary round clash next Tuesday, soon stamped 
their authority on the encounter. 

Brobbel was the first to go close after 16 min¬ 
utes when his free-kick was palmed around the 
post by keeper Leonardo Fasan, while Jon Rou- 
tledge fired just over following a corner on 34 
minutes. 

The deadlock was broken three minutes before 
half-time when a cross dropped at the feet of 
Brobbel who made no mistake at the back post. 

The second half continued in similar vein with 
TNS dominance, and a second goal arrived just 
past the hour when Routledge released Brobbel 
who slipped the ball to Cieslewicz to slot home. 

Cieslewicz forced a smart save from Fasan 
moments later with a rasping effort, and fellow 
sub Chris Seargeant also went close as the Saints 
continued to rule the roost despite a string of 
changes. 

With next Tuesday’s Champions League first 
leg encounter at Shkendija looming, the Saints 
headed north of the border to complete their 
build-up with an appetising friendly against 
Glasgow Rangers that ended in a 3-1 defeat. 

Meanwhile, KF Shkendija drew their opening 
friendly 1-1 with Slovenian side Domzale, and 
ran out 3-1 winners against Croatian side FK 
Osijek before repeating the scoreline in their last 
friendly against Ukraine Premier League outfit 
Vorskla. 

Tickets for The New Saints’ Champions 
League home tie against Macedonians KF 
Shkendija are on sale at the club. The second leg 
of the first qualifying round match will be played 
at Park Hall on Tuesday, July 17 (7pm). 

General admission costs £12.50, silver hospi¬ 
tality £20 and gold £35. 

Official 2017-18 club members will enjoy a £5 
discount off all silver and gold hospitality tickets. 

Tickets can be purchased either online or from 
the club at the Park Hall stadium. 


Fab four for Jones and Arbon 



Oswestry mixed pairs finalists, from left, Sue Taylor and Derek Evans, Ellesmere’s mayor of the 
green Roy Elks, winners Colin Jones and Eleri Arbon 


A FANTASTIC four triumphs is 
the proud boast of Colin Jones 
and Eleri Arbon in the Oswestry 
League’s mixed pairs. 

The Cynwyd duo got their 
hands on the cup for a fab fourth 
time by surviving a marathon day 
at Ellesmere after 27 pairs took 


part. 

“It was a very long day’s bowl¬ 
ing on a quick Ellesmere green,” 
said league competition organiser 
Trevor Roberts. 

“Finalists Sue Taylor (Weston 
Rhuyn) and Derek Evans (Pon- 
ciau Park) were first on the green 


at 10am and were still there just 
before 10pm to congratulate their 
opponents Eleri and Colin for get¬ 
ting their names on the trophy 
for the fourth time. 

“The final card read 21-8 but it 
was not as one-sided as the score 
suggests.” 


Striker Byrne makes switch to Park Hall 


STRIKER Kurtis Byrne has completed his move to 
The New Saints from Irish Premiership side Lin- 
field. 

The Dublin-born front man, the son of former 
Celtic and Southend United player Paul Byrne, will 
provide further attacking options for the Welsh Pre¬ 
mier champions. 

The 28-year-old has been a consistent goalscorer 
for Dundalk, Bohemians and St Patrick’s Athletic 
before switching to Linfield last season where he 
netted six goals in 18 appearances. 

“It’s an exciting signing to strengthen our squad,” 
said manager Scott Ruscoe. 

“He brings experience, has already played several 


By John Bridgwater 


times in European competition, and scoring some 
vital goals. 

“His signing brings competition in that area and 
will improve us for the season ahead.” 

Byrne began his career with Norwich City in the 
2006/07 season, before leaving to join Hibernian 
where he spent two years with the youth team. 

He made his professional debut in August 2009 in 
the Scottish League Cup against Brechin City and 
made his league debut the following Sunday against 
Celtic. 


The striker was loaned to Stirling Albion, East 
Fife and Alloa Athletic before being released by 
Hibs and joining Ross County on a one-year con¬ 
tract. 

He helped the club win the Scottish first division 
and promotion to the SPL. 

He was loaned to Brechin City in September 2012 
and was then released by Ross County in December 
2012. 

Byrne signed for Dundalk in January 2013 and 
then Bohemians in November 2015 - the club his 
father Paul spent most of his career at - before join¬ 
ing another of his father’s old clubs, St Patrick’s 
Athletic, in January 2017. 


Griffiths left 
delighted by 
Europadraw 
for Druids 

BOSS Huw Griffiths was both 
proud and disappointed after 
Cefn Druids were denied a famous 
Europa League win by a late FK 
Trakai leveller in the preliminary 
round at TNS’ Park Hall. 

Former Llanfar United forward 
James Davies had put the Welsh 
Premier hosts in front three min¬ 
utes into the second half of the 
first leg tie when steering Jordan 
Evans’ cross past diving keeper 
Tomas Svedkauskas. 

The Druids looked as though 
they would hold out on a stifling 
night, but were pegged back as 
Donatas Kazlauskas struck four 
minutes from time to give the Lith¬ 
uanians a 1-1 draw - and a valua¬ 
ble away goal. 

Despite missing out on the vic¬ 
tory, the Druids are very much in 
the hunt when they head out for 
Thursday’s return leg at the Altus 
Stadium 

“I’m really proud, but at the 
same time I’m also disappointed, 
as are all the players,” said Grif¬ 
fiths. “In the end, it almost felt like 
a defeat. It was a game we could 
have won. 

“We played two up front and 
wanted to take the game to them 
and score, which we did. 

“The players were exceptional. 
We worked so hard, dug deep 
and for 70 minutes we more than 
matched them. 

“It was a stifling night, We had a 
few players cramping up and in the 
end fitness told. 

“But we can take a lot of credit, 
and we have done the league and 
Welsh football proud.” 

Davies went close to a second 
when his curling effort was well 
saved, but late pressure paid off 
for the visitors. 

Montgomery 
close the gap 
on Ellesmere 

MONTGOMERY kept up the pres¬ 
sure on the leaders in the Shrop¬ 
shire Cricket League division two 
after maintaining their consistent 
run of form with an 89-run success 
over Wellington III. 

With runaway leaders Ellesmere 
suffering a rare defeat, second 
placed Monty closed the gap with 
another excellent all round showing. 

Opting to bat first, they posed a 
handy 218-7 in 45 overs, before dis¬ 
missing their hosts for 129 in the 
34th over to collect 20 points. 

Opening bat Andrew Barker (71) 
and No.3 Ieuan Grifiths (58) laid the 
foundations after Thomas Corfield 
had got the ball rolling with 30 be¬ 
fore being run out. 

Then Alex Bromley did the dam¬ 
age with the ball in taking 5-42 as 
Monty eased to victory, Sam Wil¬ 
liams also pocketing 3-23. 

Despite the comprehensive win, 
Montgomery are still 43 points 
adrift of high-flying ELLESMERE 
who suffered a hiccup when slipping 
to a 27-run loss away to Hodnet, 
Peplow & Tibberton. 

Batting first, Abu Abdullah (58), 
Ibra Ahmed (44) and Matt Pooler 
(42) helped Hodnet to 241 all out off 
the last ball of their 45 overs. 

For the bowlers, George Duncan 
impressed with 4-22, while Tom 
Davies picked up 3-34. 

Fraser Duncan then struck 51 not 
out in reply, with Ashley Thomas 
(45) and Jack Cockayne (32) also 
making timely contributions, but 
Ellesmere kept losing wickets at key 
moments in this tight game to be 
bowled out for 214 with four overs 
left. 

ELLESMERE II are looking in 
good shape in the 2nd XI League 
division three after cementing their 
position among the leading pack 
with a thrilling one-run win over 
Condover. 

After the Meresiders had been 
bowled out for 198, Condover fin¬ 
ished just short on 197-5 after their 
40 overs in a tense finish. 























Another win 
for Church 
in effort to 
avoid drop 

CHURCH B made it back-to-back 
wins to boost their hopes of climb¬ 
ing away from basement danger in 
the Oswestry and District Bowling 
League division two. 

After their emphatic 9-1 success 
over George the previous week, the 
Church’s second string followed it 
up with another excellent 8-2 (152- 
110) home beating of Llangynog A. 

The hosts had four single figure 
wins, with Peter Adams (21-6) the 
best of the night, while Graham 
Mansfield and Adrian Jones both 
won to eight and Pam Milner to 
nine. 

Although they remain second 
bottom in the table, victory has 
now closed the gap on several sides 
above. 

Ellesmere A continue to prop up 
the table despite their 7-3 (136- 
119) home success over Weston 
Rhyn A. 

John Harrison (21-6) led the 
way for the Meresiders, while 
Brian Oakley and Andrew Riley 
responded to five and six respec¬ 
tively for Rhyn. 

George, lying third bottom, 
boosted their prospects of im¬ 
proved fortunes after prevailing 
8-2 away to Ye Olde Crofte A in 
which just three shots (143-140) 
separated the sides. 

Carleton Leonard and Frank 
Buckley both won to 13 for George 
while Steve Thomas (21-7) was the 
pick of the replies. 

Leaders Llanrhaeadr A suffered 
a 7-3 (130-120) reverse away to 
Play Kynaston A, despite a 21-7 
hand from Emyr Roberts and a 
brace of 21-9 wins by the in-form 
Steve Jones and Neil Jones. 

Replies 

Criftins C ran out 6-4 (144-135) 
winners away to the club’s B team 
helped by Anthony Gillam’s 21-6 
card, while Dave Jones (21-10) was 
the best of the replies. 

In the all-Johnstown fixture, 
the D side notched a 6-4 (141-126) 
success against the club’s B string. 

Leaders Ceiriog Valley A 
marched on at the top of the first 
division courtesy of an 8-2 (161- 
121) success against Corwen A, 
while second placed Llangollen 
A are now six points behind fol¬ 
lowing their 10-0 (168-63) romp 
against Johnstown A. 

Llanymynech A, battling to es¬ 
cape the lower reaches of the table, 
earned a hard-fought 6-4 win at 
home to third placed Ruabon A, 
taking the aggregate by 14 shots 
(147-133), Mark Kirkham (21-7) 
took the coppers. 

Despite Aled Davies (21-4) 
maintaining his rich vein of form, 
fourth placed Whittington A were 
edged out 6-4 at Flexsys A who 
took the aggregate by eight shots 
(143-135). 

Criftins A slipped to a narrow 
6-4 (150-135) loss at Cynwyd A, 
Mark Price (21-11) keeping the 
Dudleston Heath visitors in the 
hunt. 

Church A are adrift at the foot 
of the table after their 9-1 (158- 
100) loss at Chirk A whose Mike 
Hughes (21-6) led the way, while 
consolation for the visitors came 
from Merv Weaver (21-11). 

Chirk B are five points clear 
at the top of division three after 
sweeping aside Ifton 9-1 (157-112) 
with Elfed Morris and Kerry Row¬ 
lands both winning to nine. Ga¬ 
reth Williams (21-10) got one back 
for the St Martins side. 

Other results: 

Division three: Johnsown C 9 (167) Bersham 
1 (115), Llanymynech Foxes 9 (164) Whitting¬ 
ton B 1(114), Ruabon B 9 (160) Llangollen B 1 
(119), Chirk B 9 (157) Ifton 1 (112), Church C 3 
(125) Church Lions 7 (143). 

Division four: Pentre Broughton 9 (164) Cyn¬ 
wyd B 1 (73), Criftins D 7 (159) Weston Rhyn B 
3 (128), Llanrhaeadr D 3 (135) Llanrhaeadr C 7 
(156), Llangynog C 7 (133) Ellesmere B 3 (116), 
Llanfyllin A 2 (127) Llanymynech B 8 (139), 
Whittington E 2 (111) Overton A 8 (163). 

Division five: Chirk C 9 (166) Criftins E 1 (97), 
Cynwyd C 8 (158) Johnstown E 2 (129), Weston 
Rhyn C 8 (155) Corwen B 2 (120), Plas Kynas¬ 
ton B 8 (142) Whittington C 2 (116), Llanymy¬ 
nech C 6 (142) Llanrhaeadr B 4 (131), Ye Olde 
Crofte 3 (132) Ponciau Park A 7 (142). 

Division six: Ponciau Park B 7 (145) Llangy¬ 
nog B 3 (112), Hampden Arms 2 (131) Weston 
Rhyn D 8 (149), Llanrhaeadr E 4 (130) Chirk D 
6 (142), Llanfylin B 3 (123) Overton B 7 (149), 
Whittington D 2 (99) Ruabon C 8 (156), Church 
El (102) Church D 9 (160). 


Vickers takes honours in shortened race 


ROUND seven of the Evening Time Trial Series at¬ 
tracted a quality field of 49 riders looking to compete 
in Oswestry Paragon’s Hilly 19. 

However, with a road closure due to an accident 
shutting the A495 for several hours, that field in¬ 
stead faced a shortened 10-mile event, with Kirk 
Vickers coming out on top of the pile. 

The Rhino Velo RT rider stopped the watch on an 
impressive 19 minutes 50 seconds, a winning margin 
of 36 seconds. 

Vickers had had an attempt at the 19-mile course 
record in his sights, but those hopes were temporar¬ 
ily dashed, though he indicated he would return. 

“I was pleased with my performance and time de¬ 


spite being held up behind traffic, I’ll be back for 
more,” he said. 

Vickers beat Rhino Velo team-mate Matt Garth- 
waite into the runners-up spot showing the quality 
of his ride. 

Garthwaite revealed, however, that he had heavy 
legs after a particularly gruelling week on the bike 
and was relived to face a shortened course. 

In third spot was Dan Watts of RAF CC who posted 
a personal course best after tinkering with his set-up 
to cross the line in an excellent 20.54. 

Fourth place went to Ian Nisbett of Hafren CC 
in 22/14 ahead of Ed Middleton of Nova Raiders 
(22.40). Three Wrexham riders were separated by 


17 seconds with Tom Davies coming home in 22.55. 
ahead of Steve Aston (22.58) and Andy Campbell( 
23.12). 

Oswestry Paragon’s Kieran Morris blasted around 
the course in 23:47 to take the junior win, 57 seconds 
ahead of Henri Bedford. Glyn Jones consolidated his 
position at the top of the Paragon leaderboard com¬ 
ing home in 24.11, with Jack Morris not far behind 
on a standard road bike in 24.35. 

In the women’s series, it was a straight head-to 
head between two Oswestry Paragon riders with 
Helen Tudor taking the win from Lucy Hammonds. 
Tudor stopped the watch on 27.48 with Hammonds 
finishing in 33.56. 


Record score as Joe 
smashes super ton 


CRICKET by John Bridgwater 


JOE Clarke smashed a whirlwind 
century for Oswestry - but his, and 
the all-round efforts of young Roman 
Walker, were unable to force victory 
over Leamington. 

The Worcestershire batsman, who just 
48 hours earlier had hit a superb unde¬ 
feated 177 against Nottinghamshire at 
Trent Bridge to save the Pears from defeat, 
thrilled a large home crowd. 

The Morda Road men rattled up their high¬ 
est Birmingham League score of 356-8 from 55 
overs, but their Warwickshire visitors dug in to 
deny them outright victory by holding out on 
250-9 - thanks to an undefeated century from 
Zimbabwean William Mashinge. 

Even so, Oswestry still picked up a useful 18 
points to lift them towards mid-table in the di¬ 
vision one table - and 39 points above the two 
relegation places. 

Following the dismissal of Joe Carassco for 22, 
England prospect Clarke took centre stage. 

When Warwick Fynn was caught behind for an 
excellent 50, Clark and his elder sibling, Robbie, 
added 145 for the third wicket as the Oswestry 
batsmen ran riot on a benign pitch. 

The Clarkes’ century partnership was fittingly 
marked with a fly pass by the Red Arrows display 
team en route to the Marches School! 

Clarke’s innings, which was not entirely 
chanceless, ended when he was caught on the 
long on boundary for 122 by Mashinge off the 
bowling of Perry Derrick. He faced just 68 balls, 
scoring 10 fours and five sixes. 

The Oswestry skipper followed his brother 
shortly afterwards for a well worked 52, before 
Walker took control, scoring all round the wicket. 

The strongly-built 17-year-old once again 
showed wonderful timing, striking four tower¬ 
ing sixes which disappeared far into the adjoin¬ 
ing gardens. 

Walker was ultimately caught on the boundary 
off the last ball of the innings for an impressive 
65 as Oswestry posted a score of 356-8 - a record 
since their joining the Birmingham League 10 
years ago. 

After effectively being batted out of the game, 
the visitors were soon in trouble, losing opener 
Chris Calcott to Walker when caught at mid¬ 
wicket by Charlie Morris. 

Walker, who was bowling with real fire, then 
snapped up a further three wickets and, at 68-5, 
Leamington appeared well on the road to defeat. 

However, young overseas professional 
Mashinge had different ideas as he and Mathew 
Payne put on 84 for the seventh wicket. 

The Zimbabwean was crucially dropped at 
mid-on as he approached his century. It was a 
routine catch and defining moment in the game 
as Oswestry’s hopes of victory faded. 

Leamington’ s last wicket pair of Mashinge 
and Matthew Davidson batted out the last nine 
overs with few alarms to frustrate their hosts to 
reach 250-9 at the close. 

Mashinge finished unbeaten on 120 off 130 
balls with paceman Walker (4-49) the star of the 
Oswestry attack. 

OSWESTRY II continued their improvements 
in the 2nd XI League division two (north) after 
an emphatic 131-run victory at Newport II. 

Batting first, they took full advantage of excel¬ 
lent conditions to total 251 all out, skipper Jon¬ 
athan Davies leading the way on 70 and young 
opener Josh Darley making 45. 

Chris Cathrall also weighed with 34 to main¬ 
tain the momentum late on, before taking 2-39 
off 11 overs as Newport were sent back for 120 
in the 37th over. Sam Davies finished with 4-17. 


Big turnout for Captains’ Day 



The victorious trio - Angie Tomley, Jill Andrews and Ellie Potts with lady captain Sue Sims 



Jim Fenn, Geoff Evans, lady captain Sue Sims, Terry Gleave and Chris Andrews 


WITH the course in perfect con¬ 
dition, a terrific turnout of 107 
members competed in Henlle 
Park Golf Club’s Captains’ Day. 

Peter Freegard took the main 
prize of the Captain’s Cup, with 
Andrew Eaton and Ian Harris in 
second and third places respec¬ 
tively. 

Despite the blustery and show¬ 
ery day, a great time was had by 
all in the competition which this 
year included Beat The Pro on 
the par three eighth hole. 

Many members took up the 
challenge, some successfully, 
while the club’s professional 


Chris Hodges raised £230 for the 
club’s charity, Horatio’s Garden. 

The day earned more than 
£2.400 for Horatio’s Garden at 
the Midland Centre for Spinal 
Injuries in Gobowen, a fabulous 
effort by everyone involved. 

In the evening, there was a 
summer buffet followed by a very 
successful auction and disco. 

Many members helped 
throughout the day, with the cap¬ 
tain’s wife Ferelith and Claire 
their daughter who along with 
seven-month old Lucy staffed the 
halfway house throughout the 
day. 


Results: 

Division One: 1 Andrew Eaton 41c. 2 Mi¬ 
chael Andrew Jones 38c, 3 Jack Harris 38c. 

Division Two: 1 Peter Freegard 43c, 2 Ian 
Paul Harris 41c. 3 Roger Harris 38c 

Division three: 1 Corey Morris 38c, 2 Lewis 
Williams 33pts, 3 Reg Collins 33c 

Lady Captain’s Day results:1 Angie Tomley, 
Jill Andrews and Ellie Potts, 2 Beth Pritchard, 
Michaela Pugh-Jones and Sarah Jewett, 3 
Pam Oliver, Viv Davies and Lynn Jones 

Gentlemen guest winners were Jim Fenn, 
Chris Andrews, Terry Gleave and Jeff Evans. 

Seniors open: 1 Steve Meredith and K 
Barwise (Henlle Park and Wrexham 46pts 
c/b, 2 Tony Davies and Rob Smith (Henlle 
Park) 46pts, P Dyson and J Hall (Bridgnorth) 
43pts c/b. 

Longest drive - Gary Campbell (Henlle 
Park) 

Nearest the pin - Rob Smith (Henlle Park) 


Welshpool 
pick up their 
fourth win 
in a row 

JOE MONK’S fine all-round show 
helped Welshpool extend their 
winning run to four games in the 
Shropshire League division one 
with a crushing 143-run victory 
over Condover. 

After a slow start to the season, 
it has been a terrific revival for 
Pool who proved too hot to handle. 

Electing to bat first, they 
stormed to their season’s best of 
301-7 in 45 overs, Patrick Davies 
the key man with 87 while Monk 
(30) and opener Paul Chapman 
(36) also played their part. 

Monk then tore into the Cond¬ 
over batting, dismissing the first 
two batsman on his way to 4-40 
from nine overs. Mat Mcwhinnie 
also bagged 2-31 and Greg Jones 
2-23. 

The home side were finally sent 
back for 158, with their only resist¬ 
ance coming from Stephen Barker 
(46) and Richard Gilbert (33no). 

Third placed GUIILSFIELD 
stepped up their challenge in di¬ 
vision four after their four-wicket 
success away to Quayside. 

Their bowlers restricted the 
hosts to 167-5 in 40 overs, with 
David Harris (1-16 off eight overs) 
the most economical as the wickets 
were shared. Brenton Fairey top 
scored with 44 for Quayside before 
taking 3-41 in the Guilsfield reply. 

The visitors had been in trou¬ 
ble before being rescued by a fine 
stand from Dave Lewis (51 not 
out) and Gary West, who finished 
unbeaten on 36, to see their side 
to their target with 13 overs re¬ 
maining. 

KNOCKIN & KINNERLEY II 
lie second bottom in the 2nd XI 
League division one after their 
closely-fought four wicket reverse 
to Shelton’s second string. 
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Glas beaten 
as batsmen 
fail to deliver 


CAE GLAS remain deep in base¬ 
ment danger in the Shropshire 
League division three after falling 
to a 77-run defeat at home to Iscoyd 
& Fenns Bank. 

A five wicket blast from Ray Dale 
(5-26 off nine overs) took the wind 
out of the Glas sails as they finished 
on 153-8 in response to 230-8 in 
their 45-overs a side clash. 

Put in to bat, Iscoyd rattled up a 
challenging score in the sunshine, 
with Tom Leah crashing three sixes 
and six fours in his 56. 

Paul Gresty (48) and Ishan Gang¬ 
way (45) also made handy contribu¬ 
tions, while Dave Edwards picked up 
5-56 for the hosts. 

In reply, the Glas were soon in 
trouble against Dale’s five-star show, 
and slumped to 84-8 before some 
late hitting from captain Peter Bow- 
yer (35no) and Nathan Bertram (23) 
took their side past the 150-mark. 

Despite a spirited showing, de¬ 
pleted CAE GLAS II slipped to a 46- 
run reverse at their Iscoyd & Fenns 
Bank counterparts. 


Frankton fall 
to home loss 


FRANKTON’S struggles continued 
in the Shropshire League premier 
division after a high-scoring 32-run 
defeat at home to Ludlow. 

In perfect conditions at Hardwick 
Park, Keanu Cooper cracked 84 as 
Ludlow racked up 265 all out. 

Stuart Lammie was the pick of 
the home bowlers with 3-37 off 10 
overs. 

After losing two early wickets, 
opener David Whitticase (48) and 
Thomas Wilkie (36) put Frankton 
back on course. However, despite 
a breezy undefeated 43 from No.9 
Northwood, the home side fell short 
on 233 with three overs remaining. 


Oswestry & Border Chronicle Thursday, July 5, 2018 





















Sport 


OSWESTRY SPORTS DESK 01743 283301 


Bowls 

Church boost in 
survival bid - P39 


Cricket 

Record score for 
Oswestry - P39 



WWW.OSWESTRYCHRONICLE.COM 


Overhauling 
Bridgnorth is 
Oswestry aim 

OSWESTRY will look to push into the 
upper reaches of the Birmingham Crick¬ 
et League division one when they head 
to Bridgnorth on Saturday. 

After a mixed start to the season, the 
Morda Road men are now up to seventh 
after picking up 18 points from their 
dominant draw against Leamington Spa. 

That result means that Robbie 
Clarke’s side are just one win adrift of 
third place, which is occupied by this 
weekend’s Shropshire rivals Bridgnorth. 

As the season reaches its halfway 
point, confidence is high in the Oswestry 
camp after opening up a 39-point cush¬ 
ion above the two relegation places in 
the first division. 

And chairman Chris Wiseman believes 
the team have what it takes to push into 
the upper echelons of the table in the 
coming weeks. 

“We can definitely start to look up, not 
down,” he said. “We now play Bridgnorth 
who are third, and they are just 20 points 
above, so our target is to catch them. 

“There’s not a lot between the sides 
in this league, as has been shown by the 
results this season, so it’s important now 
that we keep the run going. 

“We should have won on Saturday, no 
doubt about it, but we will take 18 points 
and move on and look to finish the first 
half of the season with another good re¬ 
sult.” 

Oswestry go into the encounter on the 
back of their convincing draw against 
Leamington in which a quickfire century 
(122) from Worcestershire’s Joe Clarke 
helped them post their highest league 
score of 356-8 before their visitors fin¬ 
ished on 250-9. 

Clarke, who has already played four 
times for his home town club this season, 
is unlikely to figure on Saturday due to 
his county’s commitments in the Vitality 
Blast on the Friday and Sunday. 

He is set to be replaced by his younger 
brother Xavier who has been in recent 
good form for Shrewsbury School and 
Worcester Academy. 

Oswestry will be without Alex David¬ 
son and Ian Davies. 

Clarke is backed to 
win England call-up 

JOE Clarke dropped another hint to the 
England selectors when compiling a su¬ 
perb century to help Worcestershire save 
their County Championship division one 
encounter at Nottinghamshire. 

The Oswestry batsman finished un¬ 
beaten on 177 with 23 fours, occupying 
the crease for over five hours as the 
Pears batted all day to finish on 368-8. 

Clarke has now notched 600 First 
Class runs from 13 innings this season. 

And Worcestershire’s head coach 
Kevin Sharp said his latest century un¬ 
derlined his credentials for Test cricket. 

“Joe can go all the way,” he said. “I 
spoke to England captain Joe Root three 
years ago and told him he’d bat with a 
guy called Joe Clarke one day and I think 
that will happen.” 


SAINTS READY 
FOR EURO TIE 


Harri picks up under-14s title 



Harri Matthews with S&H president-elect Doug 

OSWESTRY’S Harri Matthews was a win¬ 
ner in the Shropshire & Herefordshire Un- 
derl2s/14s Boys Championships that took 
place at Bridgnorth. 

Charlie Slater, of Horsehay Village, went 
round in 82 with Matthews his nearest chal¬ 
lenger. 

That gave Slater the under-12s crown and 
Matthews the under-14s award, with Arscott’s 


Topple and Bridgnorth captain Barry Holmyard 

Carter Sayce runner-up to Matthews on 87. 

Another Horsehay Village golfer, Jack Dir- 
kin, was the under-12s nett winner with a score 
of 62 with Isaac Jones of Oswestry in second 
on 68. 

Aaron Whyman of Wrekin was the under-14s 
nett winner with 67, two ahead of Horsehay 
Village’s Luke Kelsey. A total of 25 youngsters 
entered the tournament. 


FOOTBALL by John Bridgwater 


THE New Saints look in good 
shape as they embark on their 
20th season on the Europe¬ 
an stage with next’s week’s 
Champions League first qual¬ 
ifying round clash against KF 
Shkendija. 

The Welsh Premier high-fliers head 
out for the first leg at Macedonia’s Na¬ 
tional Stadium - the Philip II Arena in 
Skopje - on Tuesday (7.15pm) before 
tackling their rivals in the return at 
their Park Hall base a week later. 

Shkendija, who are based in Tetovo, won the 
Macedonian First League by a commanding 35 
points last season, scoring more than 100 goals. 
In all, they played 36 games, winning 29 and los¬ 
ing only four. 

With an abundance of internationals in their 
ranks, the hosts are certain to provide an early 
examination of the Saints’ credentials. 

But boss Scott Ruscoe, who himself has played 
30 times in Europe, hopes a month of hard work 
and planning will pay off against tricky oppo¬ 
nents. 

Navigate 

“They are a side that is used to winning, but 
our squad is looking strong and we want to pro¬ 
gress,” he said. 

The 12-times Welsh Premier champions have 
only once made it to the third qualifying round of 
the Champions League, that being in 2011 when 
they came up against Anderlecht and Roman 
Lakaku. 

Last season, TNS beat Europa of Gibraltar 4-3 
on aggregate in the first qualifying round before 
bowing out to crack Croatian side HNK Rijeka 
7-1 on aggregate in the following round. 

They will have to navigate four rounds if they 
are to book their place in the group stages, while 
this season they are guaranteed a place in the 
Europa League should they lose at the first hur¬ 
dle. 

With a number of close season signings, TNS 
will look to show they have what it takes to make 
their mark among Europe’s elite this summer. 

Following a number of new arrivals at Park 
Hall, competition for a start will be fierce as Rus¬ 
coe weighs up his options ahead of the first leg 

It has been a busy summer of comings and 
goings at Park Hall with Hamilton Academical 
midfielder Danny Redmond, former Liverpool de¬ 
fender Kane Lewis, ex Accrington Stanley teen¬ 
age midfielder Josh Hmami and Staines Town 
defender Josh Nembhard all arriving. 

Also joining are former Bangor City goalkeeper 
Connor Roberts, who will be No.2 to Paul Harri¬ 
son, and 18-year-old defender Ben Cabango on 


loan from Swansea City until January, while Lin- 
field striker Kurtis Byrne was the latest arrival 
last week. 

TNS goalkeeper Paul Harrison will be looking 
to add to his Welsh Premier record of 34 appear¬ 
ances in Europe after taking over in goal against 
Ventspils in Latvia in 2008. 

Should they progress, Ruscoe’s side will then 
take on either Georgian champions FC Torpedo 
Kutaisi or Moldova high fliers FC Sheriff Tiraspol 
in the second qualifying round at the end of next 
month. 

Whoever loses, waiting in the Europa League 
will be Gibraltar champions Lincoln Red Imps 
who went out of the Champions League in the 


preliminary round with a 4-1 defeat to Kosovo 
side FC Drita after extra-time. 

Shkendija, managed by Qatip Osmani, have en¬ 
joyed some notable success in the Europa League 
in recent times. 

The Macedonians reached the play-off rounds 
in the last two seasons were they lost 6-1 on ag¬ 
gregate to Belgians Gent in 2016 and 7-0 to AC 
Milan over two legs last year. 

They warmed up for the Saints by drawing 
their opening friendly 1-1 with Slovenian side 
Domzale, and ran out 3-1 winners against Cro¬ 
atian side FK Osijek before repeating the score¬ 
line in their last outing against Ukraine Premier 
League outfit Vorskla. 


Monty aim 
to keep up 
the pressure 

MONTGOMERY look to turn up the 
heat in the chase for Shropshire League 
division two honours when they head to 
Hodnet on Saturday (1pm). 

Lying second in the table, Monty 
continued their fine sequence of re¬ 
sults with a convincing 89-run success 
against Wellington III. 

They have now closed the gap to 43 
points on high-riding Ellesmere who 
suffered a rare defeat last weekend. 

The Meresiders now visit Shifnal III 
on Saturday as they look to get their 
title pursuit back on track. 

In division one, Welshpool put their 
revival to the test when they visit 
Knockin & Kinnerley as they look to 
make it five wins on the trot after last 
weekend’s 143-run hammering of Cond- 
over. 

But their hosts are certain to prove a 
tough nut to crack after cementing their 
top-five position with a 50-run success 
over Shelton. 

Cae Glas chase much-needed points 
when they head to Overton in the 
Shropshire League division three. 

The Glas remain second bottom after 
their defeat to Iscoyd & Fenns Bank at 
Gatacre. 

Frankton, who continue to languish 
in the lower reaches of the premier divi¬ 
sion, are away to Bomere Heath. 

Atherton prepares 
for her Italian job 

RACHEL Atherton will look to turn up 
the heat when she heads to Val di Sole in 
Italy this weekend for the fourth round 
of the UCI Mountain Bike World series. 

With five rounds remaining, the Lla- 
nrhaeadr downhill rider is well placed 
to recapture the crown she relinquished 
last term, lying second in the overall 
standings, just 10 points adrift of leader 
Myriam Nicole. 

She goes into the latest round on Sun¬ 
day in confident mood after notching her 
35th World Cup win in Leogang, Austria, 
last month in the latest race of the se¬ 
ries. 

Atherton has dominated the sport in 
recent years, but relinquished her world 
crown last year due to a dislocated shoul¬ 
der picked up in the second event of the 
series at Fort William. 

Riding for the Trek Factory Racing 
team, the 30-year-old is five times down¬ 
hill world champion, five times downhill 
world cup overall champion and twice 
European champion. 

After Italy, the series moves swiftly to 
Vallnord, Andorra, the following week 
for the fifth round. 

Semi-final date switch 

IT’S all change again for the semi-finals 
of this year’s bowls County Cup. 

A move to play both ties in the KGJ 
Insurance-sponsored KO on Saturday, 
July 14, has had to be ditched. Ifton 
will now tackle Sir John Bayley on Old 
Shrewsbury No.2 on July 21. 



Msmmr mm 




Come to Mile End and 


Floodlit for Evening Golf * Speak to us about Tuition Packages 
, Undercover Bays # Beginners Welcome 

, Open Whatever the Weather % Refreshments Available. 


Current opening hours 
j are 8am - 8pm week- 
1 days & 8am - 6pm 
Weekends 


One Mile South East of Oswestry. Signposted off main A5/A483 (behind Esso Services) 

www.mileendgolfclub.co.uk Telephone: 01691 671 246 


GOLF 

MEMBERSHIPS 


Unlimited packages 
to suit your budget and lifestyle 
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